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The Illustrated Book of

NoNSES
Sy%gls) ols

THE ESSENTIAL REFERENCE FOR DECODING
SIGNS AND SYMBOLS

The wotld around us is filled with signs
and symbols. Those we have chosen to create,
such as alphabets and flags, are universally
recognizable, but others, of uncertain and ancient
origin, mean different things to different peoples.
Why, for example, is a red rose the flower of
love, or a snake a symbol of evil in the
West and a sign of wisdom in China? Find the
answers to these questions and thousands of
others in this comprehensive and stimulating
visual guide of signs and symbols. Specially
commissioned illustrations and photographs,
including artifacts, famous paintings, and
sculptures, provide 2 much-needed visual
key to this mysterious language.

THE ULTIMATE VISUAL CATALOG

Showing thousands of signs and
symbols from East and West, The lllustrated
Book of Signs & Symbols not only gives the
meanings of each, but also explores the symbols’
origins in art, religion, literature, psychology, and
folklore. For ease of reference the signs and
symbols are grouped by category, from flowers
and religious symbols to shapes and numbers, and
a clear cross-referencing system directs the reader
to related signs and symbols. Designed to appeal
to readers of all ages, this book is a rich source of
intc.  “on and an indispensable reference book
for interpreting and understanding signs and
symbols in everyday life.
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SIGNS & SYMBOLS

INTRODUCTION

IT IS A FUNDAMENTAL PART OF HUMAN NATURE not only to
~ Lsurvive and reproduce, but also to seek explanations
S ()= for the mysteries of life. Because these mysteries are in

E\\QS fact beyond explanation, we use the language of
7 - . . . .
Ty symbolism to represent them. Whether we live in

\ commercialized societies or communities relatively
unchanged by time, we are surrounded by signs,
images, and ideas that are often highly symbolic.
Most of us are largely unaware of the meaning and significance — even
the presence — of much of this symbolism, and an area of great richness
is closed to us. This book sets out to examine the nature of symbolism

and to present, in

Signs in a famihar context

simple terms, both
familiar and
unfamiliar symbols.

SIGNS OR SYMBOLS?
A sign is an object or
1dea that represents or
points to something else
i a fairly straightforward
way. An adverusement, tor
example, reminds us of the
product it 1s promoting; a
road sign indicates
conditions ahead; and a gesture expresses a mood.
\s the modern world challenges our sense of identity.

we often adopt signs to define ourselves. for example

by donning badges or brand-name clothing

\ symbol is clearly linked in function to a sign,
and the two words are often used interchangeably.
but symbol generally has a deeper meaning. A

¢ that through its nature or

ce reflects or represents another thing more
profound than itself. A fire, for instance, may symbolize
the flames of the sun 1ich itself has qualites ol
warmth, light, and creauive power, and is thus

equated with life force and masculine creative
strength. The creator gods of mythology, who possess
hese very qualities isually linked to the sun
n a small scale, objects such as the candle or lamp can
so related to the imagery of the sun. A symbolic

image is thus linked to many interpretations.




ANCIENT SYMBOLS

Symbols grow in meaning and complexity over
hundreds of years, changing according to their
cultural context. But the subjects that have
preoccupied mankind from the carliest times have
remained relatively constant: fertility, both of the soil
and of the human race, birth, lifc, and death.

Like the sun, the symbot of the moon has also
always been recognized as significant because of
qualities it possesses that relate in some way 10
deeper truths. The moon controls the tidal waters
and passes through stages from new moon to full
moon. It is thus symbolic of water, pregnancy, and
the cycle of death and birth. WWomen, sea creatures,
the dark, and things of the night alt belong to the

ALk
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sphere of the moon. The Temple. by Delvaux

combines much of this lunar imagery, with the {ull

moon shining down on a mysterious goddess figure
Animals, birds. and trees alt have

their individual associations, as

well. A tree may represent hife

and growth, for example, and

lllt‘ Tree of Lile is a \\mlml I[I\

world over. In the 16th-century

engraving above, Christ is seen

€ l'll\i“n'\' on the Tree of Lite, and

his crucifixton can be viewed as

a symbol of sacrifice. The death

or sacritice ol a goc or King

common theme = the shed
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S1GNS & SYMBOLS

summer revelers take thew pleasures at the feet of the goddess

the life-giving waters. The two together represent creation
and fertility and the precariously balanced forces of nature.

UNIVERSAL SYMBOLS
[he theme of the Goddess, or Earth Mother, permeates
world mythology and dates back thousands of years. Clay
figurines depicting large-
breasted women in their
nurturing, procreative role have
been found dating from as carly
as 20,000 sc. All human life
sprang from this symbolic
mother figure and depended on
her. The earth itself is regarded
as feminine and nurturing
because it is fertilized by rain,
and life springs from its soil.
Perplexed by the random,
often cruel, nature of fate, some cultures chose to personify
fate in the form of a woman. She is sometimes shown
blindfolded 1o symbolize the arbitrary nature of her decisions.
Along with the randomness of life, the inevitability of
death turns up in common symbolic images. These take
many forms, from paintings showing a cherub juxtaposed
with a human skull, to the more familiar image of sand
cbbing out of an hourglass — all stark reminders of the fate
that must befall us all.

I5th-century cherub with skull

8



However, although certain images are recogmzed as
symbolic by many societics, the symbohsm of a particular
image may vary from place to place and over time. The

forest, for example, is symbolic of retreat and meditation to
many Indians. a place in which the soul may draw neare
to Brahman, the one true totality. However, in the West, the
forest tends to be a sinister place. harboring dangerous
animals and robbers, its shadows representung the dark
[)I;IL‘CS of the unconscious.

CATS IN MYTHOLOGY AND THE IMAGINATION

The cat has captured our imaginations from ancient
Egyptian times to the present day, although. like the
forest, its symbolism has varied enormously. In farming

once associated with witcheraft, and cats feature
stories. Both the Cheshire cat from Alice’s Adventur
Kiplings Cat that Walked by Himself emanate mockery and

In ancient Egypt cats were worshiped and the cult of Bast
goddess. Images of cats were revered, and domesuc cais wer

that, like people, they could enter an afterlile

THE SYMBOLISM OF DREAMS

In many parts of the world dream svmbohst l A
"lh!]‘hl;!l\\l"wl‘ 1 ¢3¢ often thought tot Cl l |
interpretations. In the West however, dreams a '
I":'l‘l"b'F”” A‘: J"l' ,"'w' “ fvll 1111 )]
people. The psychologist Sigmund i | sl ‘ '

)

and aloofness. Black cats, now considered lucky i

T
1

1
sometnil

communities the cat has always been a working animal, used o kill rats and
mice, and there has been little mystique surrounding it; howeve
the cats nature and appearance has given it associations with the night, myste

Y
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SIGNS & SYMBOLS

much of it to be related to wish-
fulfillment. He believed that dreams
reflected our deepest desires, often
rooted in infancy, and thought many
had sexual or erotic overtones. His
pupil Carl Jung believed that the
symbolism went deeper than the
purely sexual to include a spiritual
dimension.

Jung was fascinated by the way in
which ordinary objects or people
appear in strange, often distressing,
contexts in people’s dreams and sought
B Neese (0 understand why. Many images, he
Gaya’s THe Sleap ol Reason Produces  Delieved, appear in our dreams as a

Monsters shows how daytime fears— direct product of the individual

can proauce mgnt-tume terrors . . 9 9
unconscious, which is a highly
personal amalgam of memories and ” WiV

emotions buried dCCp within us. Often we are not conscious of In this Indian mimature, men grapple with a giant trapped
these impulses and they can only surface in dreams. A hairbrush, i il "f”“;',‘ﬁ’::}\fﬁ‘r;‘lf“ﬁf:‘(‘m\fl'uf:‘\‘“ assiras e ey
for instance, might trigger memories of one’s hair being brushed by '

one’s mother in childhood, so symbolizing a caring
mother; however another individual might have been
struck with a hairbrush in childhood, triggering very
different associations. In Magritte’s painting The Restless
Sleeper, a figure dreams about a series of mundane and
apparently unrelated objects, but they are all somehow
linked meaningfully in his unconscious.

UNIVERSAL SUBCONSCIOUS
: 4, Afier analyzing the dreams of many patients, Jung
.,.J._._ Wic o 5 e copcludcd that certain images appear as symbols |
universally and are therefore part of what he called the |

collective unconscious, built on the cultural experiences ‘
and memories of our ancestors. Images of being
pursued by a huge monster, of yearning for safety, or of
dangers lurking in the dark, are very commonly
experienced in dreams in all parts of the world.

Jung termed these universal images “archetypes.”
There is the “anima,” or female principle, which can
manifest as the goddess, queen, princess, or witch; and
an “animus,” or male principle, which could be a god,
king, prince, wizard, or demon character. These figures
symbolize for us our image of male and female and
could represent either an aspect of ourselves, a parent,
or a loved one.

Other archetypes include the shadow, embodiment of
feelings of guilt or fear, particularly about our hidden
and unacknowledged feelings or desires.

MODERN SYMBOLISM
In today’s world, symbols retain their power to affect
us, although we are perhaps less aware of their effects

10



than in the past. Some
symbols have remained
constant for centuries, some
have evolved new meanings.
and yet others are entirely
new. One dramatic symbol
to have emerged during the
course of the twentieth
century is the mushrooming
cloud of the atomic bomb.
This surely is the ultimate
image of the great

Neil Armstrong makes shadow of

“a gant leap for mankind”  destruction that
humankind has

brought upon itself by opening the

Pandora’s box of knowledge.

A more positive image is the American
moon landing from 1969. Witnessed by The filn
600 million people throughout the world,
it has become the ultimate symbol of
man’s indomitable spirit and urge for conquest.

RSN

TODAY'S GODS, GODDESSES, AND SUPERHEROES
Some modern fictitious characters assume semi-godlike status similar to
that of the ancient Greek heroes. Creations such as Superman are not
thought of as real, yet they embody the
classic male archetype of the powerful
and heroic force for good. In
righting the wrongs of the world,
such figures appeal 10 an innate
need in all of us.

Also appealing to this need are
the pop, sports. and film stars
who, for some, have largely
supplanted the gods of old
Since the death of “the King
Elvis Presley, for example, his
home, Graceland, has become
a shrine and place of pilgrimage
for millions of devoted
followers

Sports heroes, 100, attract

SUPERMAN oo

WMWY 0N (B

PR (! THONA SO UTIeNg

a huge following, espe
d1Mong mein lllt SC
identity — and pa

mspire 1s evident al
cheer their hero
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201 oGS
& RELIGIONS

7~ \W search to explain what lies beyond

W . . .
( J our understanding is expressed in the

4 many myths and religions that have
evolved over the centuries. This quest has
resulted in the complex web of myth, legend,
and faith that is our inheritance — from nature
religions and the almost human gods of ancient

Greece to today’s multiplicity of faiths.
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our music, poetry, and art. It is hardly unusual to hear
songwriters pay tribute to Venus, symbol of feminine
beauty, or to Cupid’s arrow piercing a lovers heart.

EGYPTIAN

Egyptian gods developed from the merging
of two earlier cultures, one with gods in
human form, and one with animal-shaped
gods. Gradually a remarkable religion
evolved that centered around the cult of
the dead.

OSIRIS

Ongmally a powerful
ferulity god, Osins was
drowned in the Nile
River. His body was
dismembcred and
scattered over the Nile
valley, ensuring the
growth of crops, which
sprang from his flesh.
He was later restored
to life and became a
symbol of resurrection,
as well as the god of the
underworld. He 1s often
depicted ina
mummyhke posture.

THOTH

Depicted variously as

[sis AND HORUS
Isis was the mother
goddess, a queen. and | an ibis-headed man
and a baboon (the two
1s shown here suckling | animals sacred to

her son, Horus. Her him), Thoth 1s lord of
crown 1s in the form of | the moon, lord of

a throne, suggesting ume. and reckoner of
that she was onginally the vears. He is the

a personiiication ol ElL'l;‘l r of the dead and
the 1l protector of Osiris.

tne thr
pharaohs. ruler of the underworld

the sister ol Osins She

ne ol the

i

SKY GODDESS, NUT

Nut was the sl Idess of Egyptian mythology and she is often depicted
toes and fingers. The arch of her body

he stars on her body denote the Milky Way,

v

inded Dy astrological signs

-
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ANCIENT DEITIES

THE CLASSICAL RELIGIONS of Europe and Egypt no longer exist as belief
systems, but their mythology survives. Like modern-day Hinduism, these
religions were centered around groups of gods who more or less controlled
the lives of humans — and much of human activity involved the worship
and placation of those gods. Many of these ancient gods live on in our
imagination, and their symbolism has been absorbed into our language,

(GREEK

squabbled, and loved,

Zeus’s
thunderbolt,
svmbol of
his power

ZEUS

His well-known amorous

APOLLO
Apollo, twin brother of
Artemus and son of
Zeus, was the sun god,
and caused the fruits
of the earth to ripen.
His arrows were the
sun's rays. He was also
god of shepherds and
MmusIc

AMUN-RE

['he creator g\‘d.
Amun, was merged
with Re, the sun god.
to form Amun-Re
Known as “the hidden
one,” Amun-Re was
the power of the
mvisible wind and
the soul of all things
Even the other gods
were unable to
penetrate his
myslerious naturc

ErOs

Known to thc Romans
as Cupid, Eros was a
symbol of earthly love. |
He was the son of
Aphrodite, and carned
a bow and arrows with
which he pierced the
hearts of his vicums,
causing them to fall
passionately in love.

ANUBIS

Ongnally the jackal-
headed god of the
dead, Anubis was
supplanted by Osiris
He was nevertheless
the protector of the
dead, and was often
carved on rock tombs

PN R IR S S R

In the second millennium BC, Aegean
religion revolved around the cult of the
mother goddess, but later the center of
civilization moved to the mainland, where
the Greeks worshiped divinities who fought,

just like humans.

Zeus was king of the gods and god of the skies.

conquests reflect the

Greek conquest of many outlying regions, and
the absorption of their mother goddess cults.

ATHENA

The daughter of Zeus,
Athena was the
goddess of wisdom
and learning, but
also of warfare (hence

her helmct). Often

depicted with an owl,

| she was the patron of

Athens — her owl is the
emblcm of that city.

POSEIDON

Brother of Zeus and
god of the sea, Poscidon
(the Roman Neptune)
was symbolic of the
power of the waters. He
carncd a tndent, symbol
of creation, and could
protect those at sea.

553595900808 0eN e eul
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ROMAN

The Romans absorbed elements of all the
cultures they came into contact with. They
adopted the Greek gods as well as those
of other peoples they conquered, and had
hundreds of different gods, goddesses,
demigods. and spirits — each of which
related 1o virtually every aspect of hife.
They honored and worshiped the gods in
order to safeguard themselves — n this
hfe and the next.

MERCURY, JUPITER, JUNO, APOLLO
Mereury was the god of commerce. He appeared
late in the pantheon, at a ume when trade
flounshed. He 1s sometimes equated with the
Greek god Hermes. messenger of the gods. Here
he weighs Trojan against Greek 1o decide the
victor of the Trojan War With him are:
Juptter (the Greek Zeus), Juno, wife
of Juptter and goddess of
light, marnage, and
childbirth, and Apollo,
son of Jupiter.

MINERVA

The warlike Mmerva
olten wears armot
Like her Greek
counterpart Athena,

she represents the arts,

wisdom, and fearning

FLORA

Flora was the goddess
of spring, the vine, frun
flowers, and grain, and
she symbolized ferufity
Fesuvals in her honor
were often wild events

3y
1% oY
o ™ s
o
~ 4 /
4 '
[l "I (;:})« ] [‘
‘N ¢
ﬁx-:, id 0o/
| R & TRANN
iy o0 7
.\3}‘ L "‘} wl %
_(‘,‘*'_'. ) 3 lw,"'\si
/7 \ y A r .
Z’”*L/‘,‘ i (;5(} ;. ,’,‘f
- -

MARS

The son of Jupiter and
Juno, Mars was the
much-respected god of
war. He 1s usually
dcpl\m! with a spear
in on¢ hand and a
shield m the other The
month of March comes
from his name

Baccrus

Usually depicted as a
beauttiul youth,
Bacchus was the ;;ud 0l
wine, and his worship
fcatured much
drunken revelry

L e Sk o e A A A R N R T A N N W

THE BIRTH OF APHRODITE/VENUS

he name Aphrodite means "born trom the foam.” and 1n Greek
myth the goddess was said 1o have appeared from the sea
emerging from a scatlop shefl. The image captured the imagination
of poets and painters through the ages. English poet Alfred Lord
Tennyson wrote of "Aphrodite beautiful, fresh as the toam ™ Then
as now, Aphrodite symbolizect fove and beauty. Her Roman
equivalent, Venus, 1s equally famous Befow, in
Botuceltr's painting, the god of the West Wind 1s
gently blowing the beautiful Venus toward the shore
where a nymph awaus ready to ctoak her

CELTIC

tthough the pre-Roman Celts of Europe
and the Briush tsles adopted so f 1
gods of the conquering Romans had

their own behets i a creator
mother goddess

ol mother or ferudity

g ol

1 1 1 v 1 A 1
ANA DATUTe 2OdS A

JOUUCSSC

sometimes presented togethe

CERNUNNOS

The horned god Cernunnos 1s lound

the Celuc fands Here he s shoy
surrounded by anin In nis !
1 rat hea U SCIrpe > Ol O

NORSE

The Nordic people, who hved i a harsh
climate, worshiped gods of the elements
and nature. By respecting and honoring
the gods, they hoped 1o exert some
coutrol over the fierceness of the weathet
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MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS

JUDAISM

JUDAISM EMERGED IN ABOUT THE 14TH CENTURY BC and has
evolved into a strongly monotheistic religion based on
a dialogue between God. or Yahweh, and his chosen
people, the Jews. The patriarchs of Judaism are the
ancient leaders Abraham, his son
[saac, and grandson Jacob, whose
deeds are recorded in Genesis,
the first book of
the Bible. Today
Jews are scattered
throughout the
world, but all are
linked by a culture
centered on Jewish
history, law, and
family life.

----------------------

JERUSALENE

Holv to Judaism, Islam,
and Christianuy
ferusalem was the

| of the ancient

Wid 1S mad ) I‘ | P
f two triangles, tl kingdom and site
ipward-pointing being i‘i} second temple
tne s I 1 3.000 vear ago
masculine energy: tl Jews the ¢ity has
wnward-pointing '\»'(!l‘l‘!.&\ the

STAR OF DAviD
Alled to jewst

vater. and q Jewish nation

[

g:\g .
b

| ASPECTS OF PRAYER
HANUKKAI

_ P:.m: plays an important
[his 8-armed menoral
' \ part m Judarsm, both in
€ COTe tl nagogue and at home
Kk ¢ re tervent Jews pray three
g ( | umes a day, and all Jews say

pra n the sabbath
their holy day, which start

S at sunset on Friday. The
P 1 < ¢n 1
rl Jell ! ibbath marks the Israehte
) 1Sting o dayvs, wnen | .
[I'H ration from ~l.l'.( n ‘lll\l
a the forming of a Jewish o !
} SAICT nation
1
SHOFAR
Rosh Hashanah, th
Mrzuzan | h New Year, and
I 1 SIns belotr
D tonemer
kI ¢
[ I 1
n il
1 I
WESTERN WALL
[his 1s the only wall that survives from the
Femple of Jerusalem, destroyed by the Romans

In 70. It 15 a symbol both of the temple
tself and of the Jewish nation, and 1s the
| most holy place of pilgrimage and worship

2 F- e L \-¢ l .'.L. LI.
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PRAYIR BOOK
[his silver prayer
book was
probably a Bai
Mitzvah gift
celebrating a
]H\\ S UHI\ I.ll
coming of

age at

thirteen

T EmILLE N oY

KirpAnl & TEFHLIN
Male jews wear a skull-
cap, or kippah, as a sign
of respect for God. The
small leather boxes, or
tefllin, contain passages
from the Torah and are
also worn while praying

BOY AT PRAYER
I'us boy has the
ritual tefillm strapped
around his arm and
on his forehead. The
wearing of "God's
words™ m this way 15
thought to foster
hunlity. The boy
also wears a tallit, or
prayer shawl, which
has a tassel at cach
corner, symbolizing
the four comers of
the earth

16
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THE BIRTH OF JEWISH LAW

unng the Jewish people’s long
Eqvpt. where they had been slaves, God spoke TORAF MANTLE
to Moses, their leader. and made ap
covenant, with them His Ter S
to the Jews were
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MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS

CHRISTIANITY

CHRISTIANITY HAS ITS ROOTS in the Jewish faith and its belief of the Bible
rophecies of a Messiah (savior). Christians believe these prophecies were
fulfilled in the life of Jesus. who they believe is the Son of God. His
teachings. recorded in the gospels of the New Testament, stress brotherly
love and compassion. and are rich in symbolic meaning. Since its birth
2.000 years ago the Christian church has split into many denominations, but
all Christians are united in the central belief that Christ
died to redeem the sins of the world and 33

-
-

that his resurrection offers salvation. \ BV e T ™
i - e

SACRED LAMB

}‘\

The sacnhictal lamb 1s a symbol of

=0
..‘
=3

Christ. John the Bapust described 2/ ¢ Y

him as “the lamb of God that é f: ®

taketh away the-sins of the ¢ !

world, ™ In this crozier (bishop's ¢

crook) the lamb stands for the ‘ ! :

heat s of the f t

salvauion of the faithful. *a ds é
; |
\

ROSARY
The rosary
15 both the

repetition of the B
prayver “Hail Many’

and also the string

of beads used to count
each incantation. ft
takes 1ts name from the
The fishisa symbol of | rose, symbol of Mary.

Chnist because in

Greek the first letters
of the hve words Jesus

Jesus CHRIST Tue VIRGIN MARY Christ, Son ot God.
S n Russian 1 shows Chnist blessing | tn the Eastern and Roman Catholie churches savior, spell tchthus,
J s worshiped in her own or fish. Three hshes
g nght. She intercedes between man and God. and | together represent the
Mother of God Tl t ol Mary 18 | Trimuy: the Father. the | DOVE
similar to s other goddess cults, and arose | Son. and the Holy John the Bapust saw the
S are seet g spintual truths ¢ need lor a mother figure Spirit Holy Spinit enter Jesus

in the lorm ol a dove

t ST

g
CROWN OF TIHHORNS
The crown of thorns
Chnist was made to wear
has become a symbol
ol his cruaifixion.

CRUCIFIX

: CLLTIC CROSS e
! ' The ring on a Celtic CHURCIH

Cross, symbol of frish The chureh reters both to Christan believers
# ' : * Chnsuanuy. stands lor | and also to a place of worship. The central part
; the sun and eterniy ot a church, the nave, 158 named after the Laun

for ship, symbol of the chureh nself

18



J CHRISTIANITY
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SAINTS |
Chnistian saints were particularly devout people who hved - and
often died — for the Chnistuian cause and have since been canomzed
by the church. There are thousands of saints. and many of them
are depicted in sculpture and paintings
carrying attributes related to their life
or manner of death. St. Francis, lor
instance, 1s seen with birds or
amimals, and St. Catherine
sometimes carries a wheel.
S D > D¢
St. John the Bapuist MARY MAGDALENT
carries his severed A former prosttute,
i | headona platter. St. Mary Magdalenc
represents the
| penitent sinner
NATIVITY
Jon~ the Bartist Jesus was born in a stable, and his whole h
John the BJPIIS‘l was the was hved 1n ‘“”l‘ll‘ 1y, Such humble beeint
last of the Old Testament emphasize the spintual nature ol his teaching
prophets and Jesus first opposed to matenal rchness
| disciple He foretold the
| coming of Chnisi and
hnﬁu:cd him. He was COMMUNION
‘ beheaded at the wish of N . :
Herod s wife and her Al“‘\ last \“i“i“" '“”l‘ nis disciples
daughter, Salome, and his yroke bread and poured wine, wi
hesd \was presented to blessed and shared among them, sayn
th‘ln on a p‘ldh' Sl. C“RlSlr()l’“[ R ;;’l\\ \}l'h' illx }I\U\f\ .lll\l blood B mitat
St ( hnx‘lnphcr lI\HLi\ rons A‘II e
carrted a child across ) \‘...11,\“1‘1‘ ,T‘ . l l g
a nver — the child was : “”I]"l‘“':.‘}\"fi" l(l
Chnst, or the world it ll‘ll l.>‘ 1 B “}' <
itself. St. Chnstopher 1s MEWIS R i)
the patron of travelers
BrEAD
Bread symbolizes the  The wine drunk at
‘ body of Chrnist. In communior
communton it takes  blood of Chr
the form ol a water for mar
- N % |
CATHERINE'S WHILT
St. Catherine died for
her Chnstian behels
cructhed on four
flaming wheels
hence her symbol
the whet
SEENLSQ
‘ ' t s itk [§
o
Four Arostits _ - Pk T MART 3
The Aposiles were sent out by Chnist to preach the Gospel St Johr ft FRANCIS OF ASSIST | 1
one of the writers of the Gospel, carnies his book. Next 10 hun, Perer St Francis embodit |
holds the keys to the kingdom of Heaven Paul IS a4 sword v 1 nt [
lener. symbolizing his manner of martyrd ind lett 1l bt
he founded On the nght Mark, like Johi
L W
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MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS

@

_ Brahma’s
" four heads
face the

four
points
of the

compass

HINDUISM

HINDUISM IS THE MAJOR RELIGION OF INDIA. It has evolved over millennia and
encompasses a complex range of traditions, religious beliefs, philosophy; and
mythology. The roots of Hinduism can be traced to the Aryans, who arrived in
India with a pantheon of male gods in the second millennium sc. The
indigenous Indus valley peoples already had strong religious beliefs centered on
fertility cults and a Mother Goddess. The Aryans adopted many of their beliefs,
including the Goddess. All the gods and goddesses of Hinduism,
including Brahma (creator), Vishnu (preserver), Shiva (destroyer),
and the Goddess are aspects of Brahman, the one eternal principle.

The chakra, wheel

of exastence

BraHMA
The four heads of Brahma,
the creator, symbolize the
four quarters, the four Vedas,
or religlous texts, and the four
castes of Hinduism. Brahma has become less
mmportant than Vishnu, Shiva, and the Goddess.

3 KRISHNA

v An incarnation of
Vishnu, Krishna
embodies divine love.
His adventures are
recorded in the

Bhagvat Purana. Here
he 1s a ndllglll’\‘ child The many hands y "@\‘
stealing butter symbolize the

many aspec &
of the dety

HANUMAN
Hanuman, the nughty
monkey general of the
epic Ramayana,
represents loyalty,
rehigious devotion,
and courage

SHIVA

Ongmally a mountain god, Shiva, meaning
auspicious, 1s the god of destruction. But, in a world
of endless rebirths, destruction precedes creation.
He may be worshiped as a linga, or phallic symbol,
as an ascetic, as a teacher, or in his form as dancer
in the great dance of creation and destruction.

GANESIHA
Ganesha overcomes
. all obstacles and is
the god of new
ventures. He has
the head of an
elephant, and so

Club,
ymbol of
authority

DURGA

VISTING

‘ e sun, Vishnu 1s the preserver of the
odiment of love, truth, and mercy. To his
preme being from whom everything emanates
fabulous bird, or rests on Ananta, the cosmic
incarnated on earth 1n nine avatars, or
me animal. The tenth incarnation, the

Durga is the feroctous
form of the Mother
Goddess and wields
various weapons In her
ten hands. She stands
for the more active,
destructive aspects of
femumnne nature.

" can forge through
the thickest 4]l1[1}!j'e.
In myth Shiva
mistakenly
beheaded the
god, and only an
elephant’s head
could be found
as a replacement,
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”713 1S a sacred SyYmi
syllable thought 1o creatio

INCENSIH
BURNER

Th
i

be the “seed” of all
mantras, divine and
powerful words or sounds
The sound, pronounced A-U-M, 1s thought to
be the one eternal syllable, in which the past,

| | present, and future exist Wafting the o
aroma around welcomes
I the _;wd\ with sweet smells puriticat

APSARAS

P Sensuous nymphs
like this are found on

temple walls. They

SACRED COW personify rain clouds

'

1
1 sy \ nl m 201
€ COW 1S sacred (| and mists and arc

SWASTIKA Hindus, and even the associated with

In India the swasuikais | lowliest specimen ferility and growth
an auspicious mark must not be harmed

worn as jewelry or Valued for its milk and

marked on objects as a | 1ts dung, which 1s used

t

symbol of well-bein as fuel, the cow

Counterclockwise probably represents

swastikas are Mother Earth

S el

sometimes considered
inauspicious. The
symbol, which predates
Hinduism, 1s associated
with the sun and the
wheel of binth and
rebirth, and 1s 4
an emblem of 3
Vishnu
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MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS

BUDDHISM

BUDDHISM 1S BASED ON NONVIOLENCE, compassion, and charity. Its goal is
Enlightenment, which ends the cycle of birth and rebirth and leads to
Nirvana, literally, blowing out, or absorption into the cosmos. Buddhism
developed from the teachings of Gautama Buddha, born Prince Siddhartha
in northeastern India in the mid-6th century Bc. He renounced his worldly
life in search of an existence free of suffering. When
Siddhartha achieved this goal, through meditation and
asceticism, he was called the Buddha, or the Enlightened.

Ravs of enlightenment

-
Mara on elephant

¥/ o= | se Aefpratos
Mara and troops dcfeate d

FOOTPRINT FOLDING BOOK
The Footpnnt of the In Burma books that fold up, called parabatks, tell the story of the Buddha
Buddha i1s marked with words and pictures. From left to nght, this parabaik depicts the

with 108 auspicious
signs. These include
the swastika; the mace,
symbol of the force
that breaks lust; fish,

Buddha on his way to the Bodhi tree where he attained enlightenment;
the Buddha meditaung and worshiped by the gods; the approach of Mara,
the evil spirit, on an elephant, and his defeat; the Buddha radiating
enlightenment and being worshiped by gods and creatures.

B B S L S L T L S S S Y

BuUpDHA, CONFUCIUS, AND LAO TzU,
WaANG SHU-KU, 18TH CENTURY

THREE GREAT TRUTHS

The great Chinese sages Confucius and Lao Tzu,
founder of Taoism, welcome 1n their midst the |
infant Buddha, symbolically representing the |
acceptance of Buddhism in China during the 4th
century. Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism
are known as the Three Great Truths, and
together have molded

Chinese thought over
thousands of years

for freedom from all
restraint; the flower
vase, for supreme
intelligence; the conch,
for the voice of the
Buddha, the wheel of
law or life; and the
crown of Brahma, for
Buddha'’s supremacy

ASPECTS OF BUDDHA £

Buddhists do not worship the Buddha =
but pay homage to his teachings and
example in front of his effigies. These
portray various postures, or dsands,
with a number of mudras, or hand
gestures. They all have a particular
significance, appropnate for teaching,
meditation, or blessing.

LAuGHING BUDDHA
M1 Lo Fo 1s a form of Mautreya,
the future Buddha The name
means Fniendly One who
laughs at fate and whose
obesity contains the wisdom
of the universe.

RECLINING BUDDHA

After a lifetime of teaching, the Buddha

died and entered Nirvana, never to be

reborn. This is usually symbolized

by the pannirvana asana, in
which the Buddha is shown

reclining on his

right side.

WHEEL OF LAW
With his first sermon,
the Buddha 1s said to
have set the wheel of
dharma, or law, 1n

n. The wheel,
theretore ';’Pr&“\‘ﬁ'ﬁ

The great snake
Muchalinda
protecting

the Buddha

Dhyana
mudra, the
gesture of

meditation

BuppIiA MUCHALINDA

While the Buddha was engaged in
deep meditation there was a violent
storm and torrential rain. The great
serpent Muchalinda raised the Holy
One onto his coils and protected him
from the rain with his many hoods

22
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BUDDHISM

SHRINE

This Buddhist shrine
shows Buddha images
surrounded by candles
and incense, both part
of the act of devotion
in Buddhism, as in
other religions. The
light produced 1s the
light of the doctrine
and the smoke from the
incense wafts the truth
of the doctrine toward
the devotees, carrying
their devotions into
the heavens

Pagoda fimal -
represents :
enlightenment —

Terraces symbolize
stages of spintual
development

e
|

Shnines contan |
Buddha images

SHWE ZIGON PAGODA, PAGAN, BurMA, 11TH CENTURY

BURMESE PAGODA

Pagodas are stupas, which were originally bunial mounds erected over the
remains of important men in India. After the Buddha's death his ashes
were divided and placed within stupas, and later his few possessions were
similarly enshnined. Stupas act as a symbol of the Buddha's entry into
Nirvana and a reminder to all of the possibility of enlightenment. In Burma,
as in China, the stupa i1s known as a pagoda

SACRED SYMBOLS
This architectural
motif combines sacred
symbols that stand for
the Eightfold Path and
also figure on the
Footprint of the
Buddha

CHORTEN

A miniature shrine,
this Tibetan silver box
with mystic symbols is
worn to keep evil
spirits at bay. It holds a
a tablet mofded from
the ashes of a lama.

BUDDHIST MONKS

he Buddha established the
sangha, or monastic order,
so that people could devote :
themselves to his teachings. &,
The majonty of Buddhists '

think that enhightenment can Feo lc_place

only be attained by following ofo - ar}ﬁct

the monastic, meditative hife — }(; “}l“-.m h €

free from distractions - on the oW 1§ [l us

path to complete awareness 361);;[32&%0!’
gathering good
deeds.

0 master

asceticism. This Burmese boy (nght)
symbolically reenacts the momentous scene

before donning monk'’s robes and
entering a monastery as a novice monk

2

KOYASAN MONK

This monk from
 Japan holds the
£, traditional alms
bowl in which

T11E GREAT DEPARTU

Prince Siddhartha, the future Buddha, leaves the (3
palace (left), having renounced worldly life and
determined on a life of medutation and

THAI MONK

A Thai monk sits in the window
of a monastic building. He 1s
probably studying sutras, Buddhist
texts that young monks have

RLE

3
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Avalokiteshvara
stands on the lotus

sacred flower of
Buddhism

Lotus stalk
emerging from
the swirling waters

BODHISATTVA

According to one school of Buddhism,
Bodhisattvas are enlightened beings who put off
Nirvana to assist others to enlightenment - the
ultimate act of compassion Avalokiteshvara, the
Bodhisattva of compassion, is shown here with
eleven heads and a thousand arms, so he can
reach out to all conscious beings. Each hand
holds an object that symbolizes an attribute of
the Buddha

PRAYER WHEEI
Mantras, or sacred
verses, are inscribed on
prayer wheels Each
rotation of the cylinder
stands for one recitation
of the mantra Some
large wheels are
powered by windmuills

SEE ALSO

BupDna ex |
| Y {
CONFUCIUS 6%

I OOTPRINT 63

TAOISM 83°



MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS

ISLAM

IsLant 1s THE FAITH of about one-fifth of the world’s population. It is based
on the revelations uttered by the Prophet Mohammed who lived in Arabia
(c. AD 570-632). These were later recorded in the volume called the Koran.
Followers of Islam are Muslims. Like Jews and Christians, they worship
one god, whom they call Allah, and they see their faith as an act of
surrender to the will of Allah. Actions of devout Muslims are dictated by
the Five Pillars, which call upon the faithful to declare their faith publicly,
pray five times a day, give alms, fast during the month
of Ramadan, and make a pilgrimage to Mecca.

S1AR & CRESCENT

Thought oniginally to have sigmfied the waxing
moon, and once associated with the goddess
Diana. the crescent was adopted as a symbol of
Islam in the 14th century. The star, a symbol of

sovereignty and divinity, was added later

HAND OF GOD
Known as the
Hand of Fatima THE NIGHT JOURNEY

after Mohammed's ' In a dream Mohammed was led to heaven by the
daughter, this Archangel Gabriel. His face 1s veiled. according
rcpresents the Five | to Muslim convention, and he rides the half-
Pillars of Islam human steed Al Borak, symbol of light and truth

PRAYER RUG

A Muslim usually performs salat, or prays, on a
prayer rug. This 16th-century Ottoman example
has Islamic pillars woven into the design.

MUSLIMS AT PRAYER

Adult nales pray side by side in the mosque.
As they kneel, facing Mecca, they touch their
forcheads to the ground and intone the words
‘Allah is great,” their actions symbolically
mirroring their spintual submission to God.

The cubelike shrine built
around the sacred stone,
_ probably a meteorue

_—

8

Ka'BAH

The Ka'bah in Mecca is the
central shrine of Islam, to which
the faithful must turn in prayer
wherever they are in the world.
Thus 1t acts as a point of
communion between God and
man. Mushms are enjoincd to
make the pilgrimage here at
least once 1n a lifetime 1f
T they are ablc, and
symbolcally circle the
shrine seven times,
cach circunt signifying
an attribute of God.

It KA'BAM, MECCA
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CoMPASS

Since Mushms need to
face Mecca when they
pray, they often use a
qblah, or special
compass, to find the

direction. Many modem

prayer mats have
integral compasses,
with an 1mage of the
Ka'bah at the center.

W
PRAYER BEADS

An Islamic rosary 1s
made up of 99 beads
This 1s because they
stand for 99 of the
Divine Names. The
hundredth, the Name
of the Essence, can

only be found in
Paradise

Dome stands for

neaven

DoME o1 111E ROCK

The Dome of the Rock was erected where the Temple of Solomon once
m ,;-'” g the site sacred t ,r',-, g

f.ur I he ‘,1 1Isiims 1t ¢r F.:' r1ne

st “f n jcrusalem

miraculously by the ange
 the |

represents the ar

gateways around 1t, one

Pt 39 9153153454099 90000 01

T e

MOSQUE LAMP

The nterior of a
mosque 15 it up by
lamps. The light of the
lamps indicates the
presence of the divine
within the mosque. It
1s wisdom and truth
and hghtens the
darkness of 1gnorance.

CALLIGRAPHY
Beaunfully inscribed

Koranic verses are used
to decorate any number

of objects — a symbolic
and constant reminder
of the word of God, as
in this steel plaque.

Gabnel for his ascent to heaven. [ts great dome

nel y
ns and ny passing

ca

Chnstians, and Mushms
the spot to which Mohammed was brought
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and truth of the word of God.

MINARET

The minaret 1s attached to the
mosque, and from its summit
the muezzin, or crier, calls the
faithful to prayer five umes a day.
Muslims believe that one moming
the dawn prayer will be called
by the Angel of the Resurrection

[§

ther state of being

~ ¢
A

Some Islamic countries reject the portrayal of living
creatures 1n art because it is thought to challenge the
perfection of Allah. As a result, the word itself has
been immortahzed 1n art in the form of Koranic
texts. Exquisite examples of calligraphy have
been produced, one of Islam'’s greatest
contributions to art. They are usually in
Arabic, the language of Islam. These texts,
often surrounded by beautiful borders
and scrollwork, illustrate the authorty

CERAMIC TIL}
The star 1s a symbol

of divimity and

I

supremacy in |
Islam

characterized by the

usc ol ornament
ll n 1 |
| 1 (
star-shaped

SEE ALSO
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MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS
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ANCESTOR & NATURE

[N EVERY PART of the world, at one time or another, there has been a belief

that everything in nature possesses a soul or spirit. In such
SpIrits of the trees, mountains, crops, rivers, and rocks are

and are honored so that man and nature can exist in harmony. Ancestral

spirits, too, have been central to the faiths of many people,
believing that when someone dies, they join the ancestors and
watch over the communitys links with the past. Some spirits
have a protective character and serve to guard a community
or individual in times of danger. They may appear on the
prow of a boat or on a weapon, and may be very fierce
looking in order to frighten away evil or an enemy in battle.

AY

TOTEM POLE
_ ‘ The totem pole symbolizes
( @ = the relauionship betweena 1
> B (ribe or clan and us (
/ (Q_._ VIS ancestors. Human and I
F ',1{ : B anmmal ancestor higures 1
5 SR arc carved on the pole and
sacred figures. This shows

ALASKAN MASK
This Alaskan mask
‘epresents the essences

wear this to assume the

SPIRITS

a belief, the

ever present, ‘

ZAIREAN MASK
Grass-skirted masks,
such as this, represent

the sprnts of the i brought to life for

ancestors among the
Kuba of Zaire. During
inttiation ceremonies
young boys
symbolically meet this
ancestor.

ot various beings.
Juring divination
1tuals a shaman would

ower of the spinits

ELEPHANT SPIRIT
African masks
represent sacred spirits

riuals. The sacred
powers are symbolized
by stylized features.
This elephant spirit
mask from Nigeria
represents ugliness.

offerings are made to these '
respect for the ancestors and
sohdarity with the clan, all
of whom are descended

from one
ancestor

WAR GOD

This Hawanan war god,

with his threatening and

terrilying appearance,
d protect a

{ I group in war

THE DREAMING

Australian Aboriginals call the
spiritual and natural order of all
existence the Dreaming, or
Dreamuime. It covers all time, and
includes stories of ancestors who
created human and anmmal life.
Australian Aboriginals feel at one
with nature, and rmual music
and art are vital expressions of the
spirit essences ol the Dreamtime.

BARK PAINTING

Paintings of ancestors are filled in
with markings known as rarnk
Austrahan Abongnals believe these
patterns, created by Dreamitime
spirtts, can release fertthty

WAGARA SPIRIT, WALLY MANDARRK,

20711 CENTURY

UrLURU

Named Ayers Rock by European
settlers, Uluru 1s sacred to Australian
Aboriginals, who imbue such sites with
special powers. They perform rites to
acquire this power and also to

renew it.
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. ANCESTOR & NATURE SPIRITS
SHINTO

Shinto, which means “Way of the Kami,” is the oldest
religion in Japan. According to Shinto belief the world ts
populated by millions of Kamt, spirits that inhabit any
person, place, or object that possesses strange qualittes.
Sptrits may dwell in rivers, rocks, trees, and animals, and all 7B
nature ts regarded with awe and respect. In the sixth '
century Shinto blended wtth Buddhist phtlosophy to
produce a vast pantheon of gods, including a mixwure of
nature spurtts, guardian deittes, and Buddha tncarnations.

GATEWAY
The tont is the gateway to a Shinto
shrine. Some shrines may be

GOD OF WEALTH approached through more
A god of abundance and thus than one toni. The ends
fertility, Daikoku grants a good of the honzontal bars

harvest and brings prosperity. reach toward heaven.

MounTt Fuji

INARI The unpredictable nature of volcanoes has
The white fox is the evoked feelings of fear and worship in many
messenger and symbol  countries. The many volcanoes of Japan figure
of fnari, the Japanese in its religion and shrines are often built on
god of crops and their slopes. Japan's Mount Fuj 1s said 1o be
SUN'S RAYS wealth. Otferings of the most beautiful mountain in the world. ft
Ama Terasu, goddess of the sun, is the supreme Shinto god, and Japan's  soybean curd, believed combines the symbolism of heaven. earth. and
emperors claim descent from her. Legend says that, angered by the Storm  to be his favorite food,  fire and thus inspires the feelings of awe,
God, she hid 1n a cave. The other gods tried to lure her out with jewels are made to him, and  danger, and yet peace elicited by nature
and a mirror, hung on a tree outside. Fascinated by her own reflection, she  his bib signifies thanks ~ Mount Fuji embodies the spirit of Japan and
emerged toward 1t, symbolizing the daily emergence of dawn after night.  for prayers answered. 15 a place of pilgnmage.

CoNFuCIUS
Confucius, who lived in the 6th century sc,
remains a great teacher for the Chinese. He
propounded a doctrine based on loyalty and
duty to parents, clan, and @

state. By stressing loyalty
to clan, he underlined
the importance of the
ancestors and
strengthened ancestral
cults. already popular
in China. Images of
Confucius can be
found in many
traditional
houschold
shrines,
especially
among the
overseas
Chinese
reflec ung
the popular

‘: I‘tl'A
CHINESE LANDSCAP!
The inner serenity of Taowst phitosophy s SFE ALSO

respect expressed in landscape painungs. Such )
b ) ) L0 ; q CHINESE LANDSCAPE 63
accorded pamtings portray not just the features ot the ; Ci o
OCLEAN MONARCII to him land, but the very essence of nature Ofter ! I
The Chinese Monarch tny human figures are placed within the N, K
of the Sea personifies landscape, stressing both the msignificance of ALASKS 63\
the spint of th an against nature and his place within the
»\ Pt - t man agai ~ 1atur Te gl [ SIINTO & |
occans Qdlerings arc universe. Both Taoist ;" 10 «‘1" Voand oy
made to him by Confucianism have intfluenced moder :
(il ) m 1 ¢ l. 1 '« CNCCC adem Thi DREAMENG 88
scatarers to ensure a salte Chinese thought Taolsm stresses the a1 30 K
voyage, as at this temple spintual erder within nature, and H
shnne in Mong Kong Contucianism the moral order within society
"‘“L"“"\-l“\-\l‘\‘!|1L1,1'\|‘\,'_|.,'L\"_:a.

1o ®
~1 ¥



R A . U I Y e e e L

MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS

MYTHICAL B

the many-headed serpent for example, and the image of
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EASTS

MANY FABULOUS CREATURES originated in the valleys of the Tigris and the
Euphrates, and from there moved both east and west. The phoenix and

a great bird with a

serpent in its talons, are all found in the iconography of many parts of the
world. Mythical beasts that are half animal and half human represent both
animal instincts and human intellect. Monsters that are part bird and part
land or sea creature take on the symbolic associations of both, representing
perhaps the sun and the waters in addition to their own innate symbolism.

Cory

UNICORN

The unicorn 1s pure and incorruptible. In China 1t represents gentleness,
good will, wisdom, and longevity: in Christianity it represents Christ
According to medieval lore, a unicorn’s horn was a powerful antudote to
poison, but the animal was so wild that no hunter could capture 1t, Only
a virgin could lure a unicorn to her and tame 1t. Here a unicorn looks into
the mirror of truth, representing the wisdom of self-knowledge

2\
]
1

CENTAUR
With the torso and
head of a man above
the body of a horse,
ombine the
tual nature of an
vith tl

nc

ent and virtue of
. t man. In Greek myth
1and ~ Chiron, a respected

I, Was a centaut

ire also a
ymbol of

1

Ky-LIN

This fabulous beast
from China generally
has the head of a
dragon, the mane o

a lion, the body of a
stag, and the tail of an
ox. It 1s said to appear
during the reign of
virtuous monarchs and
to herald the birth of
great people. The Ky-
Iin often accompanies
Chincse sages and
immortals. It 1s gentle
and symbolizes good
will and kindness as
well as ferulity.

HYDRA

Linked to the many-
hcaded naga of India,
the hydra was a nine-
headed serpent,
sometimes depicted
with a doglike body.
A formidable foe, 1if
one head wcre cut off,
IWO more sprang up
in its place. In Greek
myth 1t was killed by
Hercules. It symbolizcs
the many problems
that obstruct the path
to truth

2 Ya o T Ta %o %o T Vo Vo o e T ¥ Wo Fo W P Vo To o Wa Wo ¥o %o T P P Ve o Wa Vo e . Yo

28

DOUBLE-HEADED SERPENT
The double-headed serpent 1s a common image in
the Americas and is associated with life-giving
rain. It was part of the nites of Tlaloc, Aztec god
of the mountains, rain, and springs, to whom
children were sacrificed in times of drought.

LOCH NESS MONSTER |
First sighted in the
Middle Ages, the Loch
Ness Monster allegedly
bit a swimmer to death
in AD 565. Over the
years there have been
numerous stghtings and
countless investigations,
and scientists have tned
to make sense of these
x‘)\‘\\‘illleb accounts.
Ongmally a symbol of
danger, Nessie 1s now
a benevolent monster.,

SLEIPNIR

The swiftest of all
stalhons was Sleipnir,
eight-legged mount of
Odin, the Teutonic
magician-god of war.
Sleipnir could overcome
all obstacles and gallop
across both land and
sea. As the mount of the
god, he was associated
with the power of that
god and also
symbolized the wind.

The Athentan

Theseus

The minotaur
half man,
half bull

MINOTAUR

This crcature, with the upper half of a bull, lived
in the famous labynnth of Crete. Every year 1t
devoured seven youths and seven maidens
chosen by lot to try to appcasc it. The hero
I'hescus decided to challenge the beast and cnd
the reign of terror. The nunotaur represents the
baser mstincts of man
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MARARA

In Incha this sea creature 1s the mount of the sea
god Varuna and also of Ganga, goddess of the
Ganges. It s part fish and part crocodile or
elephant, and 1s symbolic of the waters of
creation. It 1s often seen in conjunction with
solar creatures, the two together representing
ferulity. The makara also represents the duality

of good and evil.

NAGA

The naga 1s a many-
headed serpent deity
found widely in the art
and legend of India
and Southeast Asia. It
may be depicted with
human torso and
serpent heads or as
wholly animal. Nagas
control the rains and
are 1n constant confhct
with garuda, the bird
of the sun. This
enmuy reflects in
myth the real balance
between sun and rain,
which are both
essential for the
feruluty of the soil

HirpoCaMmp

In Greek legend the hip
Poseidon, drawing his ¢
It has the body of a fish and the forelegs of a
horse. making it symbolic of both the waters and

the «
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BISHOP Fist

This curious creature,
also known as the
mutered bishop, has
the shaven head of a
monk and a large,
fishhke body. Legend
has 1t that one of these
creatures was captured
in the Baluc in 1433
and presented to the
King of Poland.
Although the king
wanted to keep 1t, he
relented when the
creature pleaded to be
returned to the waters
On being released, the
bishop fish made the

sign of the cross.

ocamp 15 the mount of
1anot across the oceans

arth. More familiarly known as a sea horse.

1 1s often used in heraldry to denote a faudable
action at sea In the arms of the Cuty of Belfast 1t

represents overseas trade
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MYTHICAL BEASTS
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MERMAIDS AND SIRENS

Mermaids and sirens appear tn the mythology of many
countrtes. A mermaid has the body of a beautiful
woman and the tail of a fish. She is a creature of the
waters, symbolic of fertility and the unconscious.

and the soul. Male equivalents are rarer, although the
Tritons of Greek myth — embodying wantonness —
were mermen. Sirens may appear in two forms: half
woman, half bird, or half woman, half fish. In thetr fish .
form they can be mistaken for mermaids. They represent Jars

temptation and seduction, the luring of man from his true purpose. GUR

THE LURE OF DANGEROUS WOMEN

Ulysses 1s forewarned that he must beware the sirens of the waters, whose
voices have the power to lure men to their deaths. He orders his crew to
plug their ears with wax, but to tie him firmly to the ship’s mast so that he
alone can hear their song

in safety. The arust has
represented two of the sirens
in human form, but the third
has the il of a fish.

Ty o 'y TLIE
ULYSSES AND THE

HERBERT DRAPER

CARVED FIGUREHEAD
This mermaid graces the
stern of a barge designed
in 1732 for Prince
Fredernick, son of
King George 11 of
England

TRITON JEWEL

Half man and half fish, Triton
was the son of Neptune and may
have been a god of seafarers.
Late myths
speak of
arace

of Truons.
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MYTHOLOGIES & RELIGIONS
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Basi
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Usually depicted as a

torm
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a dragon
Europe its breat
gaze was believed t
be fatal. It 1s :

;
symbol of deat

DRAGONS

Combining characteristics of the four elements, earth. air. fire, and water, the

dragon symbolizes light and dark, the sun and moon, masculine and feminine,

and the unity underlying these opposing forces. The dragon possesses the wings of a
bird and the scales of a snake or fish. It breathes fire and often guards a hoard of
treasure in 1ts lair. In the East and in pre-Christian Europe the dragon was seen as

helpful and kind — indeed. the red dragon is the emblem of Wales — but
Chnistianity, which saw the serpent as a symbol of evil, also viewed the dragon as
a creature of ill-omen, representing destructiveness and inner chaos.

LISK
ol serpen

o R
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VIKING DRAGON

In Norse myth the
“dread buter,” Nidhogg,
devoured corpses and
gnawed ceaselessly at
the roots of the ash
tree Yggdrasil, the tree
of life. Nidhogg
symbolized evil.

In m
il

Embrodered silk square,
worn to denote rank

CHINESE DRAGON
A symbol of the
Emperor, of male
energy, and of fertility,
the Chinese dragon 1s
a bemgn ammal and
the fifth creature of
the Chinese zodiac. It
guards the East and
represents sunrise,
spring, and the rains.
Indeed, torrenual rain

WINGED 1s known as “dragon

DRAGON rain.” There are four

This stylized types of dragons in
gon is Chinese legend -

dragons of the air, the
carth, the water, and
the spirit. Dragon
dances and dragon
boat races are still
popular in China.

The spraling
cloud
represents

diving

ST. GEORGE AND THE DRAGON

assistance

St George
symbol of
the tnumph
of good over

[}

Lanc

symbol of

?
masculir




Flames of fire_

2\

PHOENIX

=

Sun symbol

The phoenix, sometimes known as the fire bird,
sets 1tself on fire every one hundred years, dies in
the flames, and then nses again from the ashes.
It 1s a universal symbol of immortality, death by
fire, the sun, and resurrection. It 1s also a symbol
of gentleness because it hives only on dew, not
harming any hiving creature. In China it
represents the empress and, with the dragon,
stands lor inseparable fellowship. In Mexico the

phoenix accompanied the great god Quetzalcoatl,

and to early Chnstians 1t symbolized Chnist.

GARUDA
The mount of Vishnu,
Garuda 1s usually
portrayed as part man,
art eagle, and often
Ea> a golden body. It1s
a huge, noble creature
that represents the sun
| and 15 a bird of hfe.
The garuda 1s often
shown doing battle
with 1ts enemies, the
snakes

Shuhespeare
dew ribed Pegasub as

“purd gkt and fire”

PEGASUS

KINNARA

Half human and either
half bird or half horse,
this heavenly musician
15 part of the celestial
chorus surrounding
the pnincipal deties in
Indian belief. It 1s an
auspicious symbol,
sometimes found on
temple doorways

The grear winged steed of Greek hero Bellerophon,
Pegasus was born of the blood ol Medusa and carned Zeus's
thunderbolt. As a symbol, Pegasus 1s associated with speed and
with storms. A similar horse exists in medieval legend

MyTHICAL BEASTS
T %N %‘“ /% Pe O B W DR UL U PR WL PR R, W B B W WL W e P, Vo Y P Y U U VYV U O W W W P P e, O B BV, W, L, L VL, V)

Qrrou

This Chinese winged
figure, half human,
half beast, dates from
the Tang dynasty.
Qutou guarded the
burial chamber of a
person of high rank.

SPHINX

A popular symbol
onginaung in Egypt and
Babylon, the sphinx
usually has the bocly of
a lion and a human
head. The Greek sphinx
was a female monster
that devoured passers-
by who failed to
answer her nddle. In
different cultures the
sphinx symbolizes the
ruler, wisdom, and the
enigmatic.

Huge silver
wings

the lappogryph,

symbol of innate power and the capaaity 1o transform evil nto good

L WL A

GRIFFIN
The grithn was a
guardian creature
with the head,
wings, and talons of
an eagle and the body
of a lion. It was said o
be greater than eight
lions and stronger than
a hundred eagles
Sacred 1o Apotto and
Athena, the gritfin s
a symbol ol vigilance
vengeance, and
wisdom

B

Harpy

In Greek mythology
the harpy symbohzed
the most negative,
destructive aspects of
the temale. Harpies
had the head and
breasts ol a womun
and the wings and
tees of a vulture They
could control the
wins, causing storms
and whrlpools, and
were the agents of
sudden death

SIMURGH!

This tabulous Persian
creature, a nuxture of
peacock, hon, and
grilfin, atso occurs 1n
Russtan and Caucasian
mythology With
magical healing,
properties, the simurgh
symbohzes the union
of heaven and carth

SEE ALSO
CARVED TIGURLHEAD E&
Exp 72
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he natural world provides a vast and

rich store of symbols. The sun, moon,

and stars are widely seen as symbolic,

affecting every aspect of our lives. Plants and

flowers have diverse meanings, from flowers of

ST ey T

love to fruits of fertility, and animals, too, have

-

particular associations linked to their

a3
._I‘“"' '-_‘-E_r. |

characteristics and cultural importance.
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NATURE

SUN & MOON

THE SUN AND MOON HAVE ALWAYS PLAYED a powerful role in imagery. For many
cultures all over the world the sun is the embodiment of male energy. light,
and warmth; the moon of female mystery and creation. Both are symbolic
of death and rebirth: the sun because of its daily rising and setting: the
moon because of its monthly waxing and waning between
new moon and full moon. The suns energy warms the land
and ripens crops, while the moons gravity influences the waters,

controlling the flow of tides.

MAN IN THE MOON

Although the moon 1s
reeiy seen as leminine,

ften speak of

1 11N the moon

In popular mvth a man

Q N¢ ;nk‘\".

» Aatone [or nis sins

Eciipsy
An echipse of the moon
) 1Ne sun 1s re LJY\{( d

many with lear and

SE¢ as ) g 0% 11
[§ Hindu 3 SA\
that an eclipse 1s

X : "
caused by the bodiless

\‘.\ m ‘A l\v.‘!‘Ll

wuring the moon or
above a group of lunatic wers. The 1 n they reflect tl sun, which then passes
es from the Laun luna. 1 ng ark or sinister force through his neck and

g nto the sky

WATER
‘
K ]
1S associations with
i Water 1s central to many creation myths

presents tl nconscious and infinity

nt 1K |
tuatly \1,“ )IV'E
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PIERSONIFICATION OF SUN AND MOON

In this illustration from a 16th-century
alchemical treauise, the sun and moon are
personified as king and queen. The moon
Diana) wears white, 1n contrast to the red of
her twin brother, the sun (Apollo). The flames
beneath the sun’s feet reflect alchemists' helief
that the sun 1s the mnate fire present n all
matter. Diana’s foot rests on the moon, of
which she 1s both goddess and symbol



Compass and }

square, emblems  aye

of freemasonry

The kev within. |
the trnangle
represents the
Nedr ! ds Reeper

of secrets

FREEMASONRY

This sun-headed
freemason 1s made up
of the matenals of his
lodge, with symbols
relating to his order

F1AG OF ]"V’.'-

FrLags

Many countnes have
adopted the sun as their
national emblem. Japan,
known as the “land of
the nsing sun,” has a
plain red disk, while
Uruguay has a more
decorative sun face

CALENDAR STONE
i nts f\""‘» C stone

endar, with a

Sun & Moon

BLACK SUN

This sun adorns an
18th-century house in
Prague known as the
Black Sun. In alchemy
the black sun, or sol
niger, 1s a symbol of
Saturn and stands for
the dark, destructive
aspect of the sun.

SCARAB

The Egyptian sacred
beetle 1s a form of the
sun god Kheprt,
d\'Pl\lCd here 1in
winged form, clasping
the solar ball and
representing new life.

ART DECO MOFIF
Sunbursts were popular
in stained-glass
windows and also in
steel decoration of the
1920s and 30s, such as
the tiered rool of New
York’s Chrysler Building,

SUN MASK
In this Native American spirit mask fron
northern British ¢ 1, the face repr

APOLLO

Apollo. Greek god of the sun, 1s the slayer of
darkness. In this mosaic from Corinth his
head, surrounded by llames, symbolizes his
) divine nature and the
ulimate power ol the sun

FIRE

A~~\’\ L”\.'Li
with the
sun, fire 1s
purtlying,
destructive, revealing, It 1s spintual power and |
sacrifice, and plays a part in many rituals and
religions throughout the world The Statue
Liberty, with her crown ol sun's rays, stands

at the entrance to New York harbor She |
holds aloft a burnme torch, which 1s a

svimbol ol safety and assurance The flan
was hiterally a rav of hope to the thousands ol
!ll‘“\l!*- vho sailed into the wh

L -

FRETMASONRY €

MooN DEIHS 63

SNCARAR T
SUN EMBLEM \
I'his emblem on Siena SUN DUITIS ¢
L1 dra |-| 1 4 ¥
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NATURE

EARTH & SKyY

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE EARTH AND THE SKY is vital for the well-being of
humankind. for it is the combination of sun, rain, wind, and soil that
brings life, warmth, and nourishment. The sky is symbolic of
transcendence and the heavenly realms, and gods of the sky are linked to
the masculine power and the creative aspect of the sun. The earth symbolism
complements that of the sky and represents the Great
Mother, receiving fertilizing rain, producing crops, and
nourishing animals. Rivers and lakes represent the
bountiful properties of the earth and share its feminine,
nurturing qualities. Some rivers, such as the Ganges in

India, are viewed as sacred.

EARTH FROM SPACE
Far from demystifying
our view of the
heavens, space
exploration has
heightened our sense
of awe at the vastness
and magnificence of
our world

VOLCANO
Volcanoes, with their
territying powers ol
destruction, have
always been sacred
and highly symbolic to
the people who live in

RAIN FOREST
The forest 1s a magical, heroic realin of danger

their shadow. An and enchantment, and 1t can represent the

ruption may be unconscious mind. The forest is either the I
interpreted as a sign of | RIVER fearful haunt of spinits, wolves, and goblins, as in
the fury of the gods In | A river 1s both a symbol of fertulity, since it irngates land, and an image European folklore, or a place of seclusion where
parts of Southeast Asia | of the neverending flow of ume. Its delia represents the merging of the ascetics pursue spiritual contemplation, as in
a human sacrifice toa | soul with the Absolute. Meandering slowly to the sea, the river can also Indian culture. In the latter part of the 20th
volcano used to be symbolize a journey into death. Journeys to the Underworld often involve century the rain forest has come to represent the
made 1n an attempt to | the crossing of a nver, and the four nivers of Paradise are a source of power vulnerability of our planet, which is rapidly
avert such wratl and spintual nounshment being destroyed by human encroachment.

36




DOME OF ST PETER'S, ROME

SKY

Probably because the sun, stars, and moon are
above us in the sky, the sky has always been
associated with creator gods and the forces of
creation. The domed roofs of cathedrals and
mosques are often painted blue to resemble the
sky, symbolically reminding the faithful of
heaven above.
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WATERFALL

In Chinese symbolism a waterfall represents the
feminine wt 2 mountain or clill 1s the
masculine. Its downward motor tht

]..iTTI MOUS (¢ nterpart to the upward-strv ng
mountar 'Ir'| the ur l_. I ire de l".‘.l
insignificant against the mighty landscape

EARTH

SNOWFLAKE

Snow represents
coldness and
hardness in human
nature, but the fragile
beauty of a snowflake
symbolizes truth and
wisdom. The snowflake
is also a symbol of
individuality, since no
two are alike.

Balls of
thunder

THUNDER AND LIGHTNING
This Japanese god of thunder
takes the form of a strong man
beating his drum. The circle of
balls around his head represent
the reverberations of the thunder.

JAPANESE THUNDER

—-——

?"‘
&

A Lonpon | F D Beprorp, 1902

Foa

Fog, hike cloud, is a symbol of the
mystical and mysterious. It stands for
the confusion from which the soul
must emerge 1o attain enlightenment

WEATHER

Every culture has had an explanation
for the whims of the weather. In
folktales personifications such as the
North Wind and Jack Frost are blamed
for miserable weather, while storms are
traditionally auributed to the storm god

in China and Japan.

Drumsuch
to beat
oul the
rolling
thunder

NOAH'S ARK, GABRIEL
Loire, 1975

Ramnbow, sign of
God's covenant

Noah’s ark
symbol of the
Chnisttan Church

as a sign of His covenant after t

WIND CHERUB
This cherub blows
the wind, probably
to guide a boat on 1ts
course across the
ocean. Such cherubs
were a popular way
of representing the
winds in Western art

P-4 —

CHINESE CLOUDS
Clouds symbolize the
mystical and the sacred
The Chinese traditionally
believe they are formed
from the union of female
and male, yin and yang

RAINBOW
In many cultures the rainbow bridges the earth

and heaven. 1t 1s often seen as a message of hope
from the gods. In the Bible God sent a rainbow

v'\‘\l

A WaATERFALL ZHa%e, Dackas. 1935

DESERT

A place of abandonment and desolation,

l"..l.kl, won. In the Bible vreat event

ol lsrael sojourned there tor 40 years
37
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NATURE

PRECIOUS MATTER

THE WORLD'S MOUNTAINS, LAKES, AND WATERS are the repositories of hidden
treasures — revealing the unexpected presence of pearls inside craggy
oysters or substances such as metals and minerals that can be mined
and transformed into objects of extraordinary beauty. In the past, the
fascination with these materials stemmed from their colors or brilliance,
but durability also played a part. Gold could last forever without tarnishing
or corroding, and stones, cut and polished, seemed equally impervious
to change. In a fragile, uncertain world, such beauty and permanence

CORAL

1 1 I ] v. ey “‘ . v O Vs
IIJ the 16th century 1t was believed that the only way 10 cross
rivers safely or to calm a raging tempest was 10 carry a piece

of red or white coral. But the alleged powers of coral went far

bracelet with s
arved hand clasp

wits e MZne d to

beyond this. Coral was thought to staunch the flow of blood safeeuard the
from a wound, cure madness. imbuc the wearer with wisdom wearer
and offer protecuon agains hantments. Sprigs freshly

gathered from the sea. such as the one hanging above the

Madonna in this picture. arc deemed the most powerful. To this day

many peopte giv dren coral jewelry to protect them from harm

38

Mothe I-Qf-
v  pearl

NATURAL
PEARL IN
OYSTER SHELL
PEARI

Prnized in East and West alike, the pearl is a
universal symbol of beauty and perfection. 1t is
Imked to the realm of the femmine - the moon,
chastity, patience, and punty. Chinese dragons
are usually portrayed clasping a pearl, symbol of
wisdom, immortality, and hght. Pearls were
once thought to be the tears of the gods.

AMBER

With 1ts bright golden
sheen, amber was
thought to be congealed
sunlight; m ancient
Greece 1t was sacred to
the sun god, Apollo.
In Norse and Greek
myth amber was
thought to be tears —
tor the Vikings it was
Freya's tears for
Svipdag, and tor the
Greeks 1t was tears
shed over the death

of Phaeton

MO FHER-OF-PEARI
The shell's symbolism
1s clear from 1ts name
— 1t 1s the mother of
the much-prized pearl
and as such represents
feruliy and birth. Its
luster and indescence
make 1t pertect tor
honoring the gocls.
Here, uny casts have
been placed nto the
shelt of this pearl
musscl to create
images of the Buddha

IVORY

Because of 1ts color,
wory is a symbol of
purity and so 1s
associated wath the
Virgin; it was a favored
material for cructfixes.
Ivory 1s also associated
with moral strength.
An wvory tower
represents detachiment
from the world,
possibly through
arrogance or
ntetlectual pursuats.

JET
When i direct contact
with the skin, jet was
I’\'llx'\'\'(l 1o become a
part of a person’s body
and soul and 10
satcguard the wearer. It
could protect agamst
posons, illnesses, and
storms. In the 19th
century Jet became
associated with death
and mourning, and
was worn as a symbol
ol love tor a lost friend




SILVER

Linked to 1the moon
because of s color,
silver 1s bnght. but also
tamishes, smbolhizing
the corrupuble side of
hwman naure, which
needs cleansing. In
China silver 1s the
lunar, feminine yin: 1in
Chnsuanuy s purny,
chasnty, and eloquence

COPPER

The power of copper to
cond}:m nas made 1t
symbolic of connection
In alchemy 1t 15 1n the
sphere of Venus. and
so 15 linked to warmith
and femmmnity. Among
North Amencan tnbes,
copper denoted stalus

LEAD
Lead s cheapness made
it 1deal for prlgnms’
badges commemoratung
a Journey 1o a samnt's
shnne As the heaviest
metal, lead symbolizes
weight, as well as a
heavy heart or a persor
burdened by sin

IRON
Iron denotes power
e I

wrability . and

rule with

PRECIOUS

MATTER

~

OwymrIC GOLD
Awarded for excellence
n a given held. 1he gold
medal 1s the most highly
sought afier prize,
symbol of exceptional
achlevement.

SUN KING
Lowis XIV of France was
known for his extravagant
and opulent hfestyle.
Nicknamed the Sun King |
afier the sun god Apollo, ==
he adopted g .
the golden
emblem of S8
the sun to
symbolize his power
and his impornance
in the world

-

HUMAN-SIZED JAR

This Chinese omamental jar.

made of beaten gold. 1s as tall as

a woman. The detailed scenes

depicted on 1ts surface took a
team of goldsnuths more
than a year 10 complete

Regarded as the most precious of metals, gold is a symbol of all
that has the highest value or 1s the hardest to attam. The
ultimate prize-winners are gold medalists, perfect times are™
known as “golden eras.” and treasured items as “worth their ~ =
weight i gold.” In most cultures gold 1s inked to the sun, giver
of light. fire, and life. The sun god Apollo, symbol of all that is
radiant and beautiful,

GOLD

rode a chariot of gold across the skies

o!b}r The sun's rays
tai) PR S GOLD FEVER
f the ing's pawer In the 1850s and '60s

vold tever” spread across
American continent as
thousands of fortune
hunters panned riverbeds
tor gold. V\‘-ln'. S power 1o
corrupt lends 1t a
as weli as posit
symbolism, representing
the sins of 1dolatry and
greed — as in the legend of

King Nlidas

the

neeganve

Ve

GOLDEN OFFERING
In Thailand worshipers
honor Buddha by pressing fine
leaves of pure gold onto hius
image. Over the years, the
layers ol gold render Buddhas
form almost unrecognizable

ROCK
i' 1Nt } ble a T O b & presents !l‘g” Mr'ﬁf‘}"‘;‘l ,l‘l‘ui
F” tection of God h 1l 1 b W St T
the name Peter coming from the Greek petr
roCK. In Greek myth the w 1 Kir ( l

CRYSTAI
Crvstal svinbolizes punty clanite. find wigb (he
mind In Chnstuaniy a ¢rvistal ball represents
world ol the hght of God Cr v
thought 1¢ IVe magical possy [o A
cl}‘\"._:.'l‘ll‘ sl 1s ) 1 {
\l‘l'll\""k'l'\‘~'. d s 1 {11 five Y nd
wearing a . 1 ght to p

LODESTONI

Its magnetic propertics
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NATURE

FETISHES, AMULETS, AND TALISMANS have played an
important part in every culture and continue to do

so to this day. From the early Egyptian and South
American civilizations to the oldest cultures in the

East, people have imbued stones with supernatural powers. There are
stones to control the elements, calm the winds, and still rough seas, and
others to work directly on the body, stimulating vital organs or creating
a sense of well-being. There are stones for particular days of the week, and
stones for the different months. Stones that capture and reflect light, such

with central white rings carved into watchful “guardian eyes,” can
neutralize the power of the evil eye.

THE MEANING OF GEMSTONES

The symbolism of stones varies depending on their color, their
form, and the use to which they are put. For example, cut and
faceted gemstones symbolize the soul set free from the base
exterior of the human body

LAPIS LAZULI

In Mesopotamia this
blue stone symbolized
the heavens and so was
used to decorate the
ceilings of temples. In
Egypt it was used 10
adorn statues of the
gods, while 1in Europe 1t
was \ ll‘\\‘\'\l as a cure tor
melancholy and fever
In China 1t symbolized
viston, and was used 1o
cure diseases of the eye

PRECIOUS STONES

EMERALD
l.egend has 1t that
s and 1s emeralds are found in
1 nests of griffins
vered and powerful

1ated e

D1AMOND BROOCH R

Toraz

This stone was also
widely believed to cure
poor vision, According
1o St. Hildegard, the

BUFFALO FETISH

LT LT L A

ONYX GOOD-
LUCK TOKEN

At one time, Native Americans used fetishes to
help control the forces of nature and to tackle
problems in their everyday lives. The fetish did
not contain any innate power, its spirit force was

given to 1t by its owner.

SAPPHIRE

Like lapis lazuli,
sapphire symbolizes
the blue of the heavens
and also the heavenly
attributes of truth,
chastity, and
contemplauon. The
star sapphire 1s a
powerful good-luck
charm. Its three shafts
of hght are thought to
represent faith, hope,
and destiny

AMETHYST

Thus is the stone of
humiliy, peace of mind,
plety, and resignation.
It was associated with
Bacchus, god of wine,
and was thought to
cure drunkenness. It
became a symbol of
sobriety, posstbly
because water in an
amethyst jug looked
like wine, but had no
intoxicating effect.

In Ih t pnzed nes, emeralds are patient had 1o place a
I t ne, t 1ght to enhance the | topaz in wine for a
sharpen the penod of three days
iptihili wits, and, when placed | Then, on going to bed,
ty. It | tongue, help | he had to rub his eyes
insparency and in predicuing the with the moistened
nake 1t also a future. The emerald stone to effect a cure QUE1ZALCOATL,
' Stancy ¢ ed as an In the 15th century oD F AR AT
1 te 1or poison topaz was thought to AZTEC TURQUOISLE MASK

iment ot eye

1sease, dy

heal l!l.:\;\h‘ sores

Turquoise was highly valued in Mesoamerica

entery, and | A Roman physician and was often used n representauons of gods, or
eprosy. Due 1o it claimed many successes | tied 1o weapons to ensure accuracy. The Aztecs
lor, the emerald 1sa | by touching open sores | called 1t the “stone of the gods.” In ancient Egypt
1 f {

i Ol spriny. ol
i I

L1 ind ol rain

with a stone that had
belonged to two popes

turquoise was thought to be protecuve. The stone
1s symbolic of courage, fulfillment, and success.

...
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BIRTHSTONES

CRYSTAL WITH

ZODIAC SIONS
earing one’s
birthstone s

thought to be lucky

These are the most

common birthstones:

January — Garnet

February - Amethyst

March — Aquamanne

Apnl - Diamond

May - Emerald

June - Pearl

July - Ruby

August — Pendot

September — Sapphire

October - Opal

November — Topaz

December — Turquoise

OraL
The opal 1s the national
stone of Austraha, as
symbolized by this
brooch. Shakespeare
viewed the opal as a
symbol of inconstancy,
allhough its Chnstian
associations are fidelity,
prayer, and religious
fervor. It 1s generally
held to be unlucky
(except for October's
children), although this
belief almost certainly
comes from the fact
that opal breaks very
easily. Jewelers disliked
w orl\mg with it, and
their misgivings turned
mnto popular m)th.

PRECIOUS

AGATE

Agate has been thought
1o cure mnsomnia, (o
ensure pleasant dreams,
to protect the wearer
from danger, and to
endow a person with
a bold heart. lts
populanty has been
widespread. In Sudan,
agate amulets - black
with a white circle to
look hke an eye -
were carried as
guardian spirits to
counter the effects of
the evil eye. Black agate
stands for courage,
vigor, and prospenty;
red for long life and’
spintual love.

RELIGION, SUPERSTITION, AND MAGIC

The nse of Chnstiamty did hittle to dispel the
belief 1n the magic properties of stones.
Jewelers began to include pectoral crosses and
rock crystal rehquanes in their range. and 1t

was not uncommon in Spain and ltaly to
festoon children with protecuive jewelry.
This Spamish child 1s armed with an all-

owerful red spng of coral, a protective
ﬁsl, and a host of Chnstian symbols

of salvation

Patron saint
."J 1s safeg
l‘v ner

The

Sprig of coral

Amulet with powers agatnst mag

Malachite lozenge

Often gven to children to help them
sleep and keep evdl sprnts at bay

Clenched fist

The jet hand protects against

the evil eye

itron sawnt

uarded

spells

STONES

MAORI LUCKY CHARM

1El TIKI AMULET
SPIRITS AWAY

EVH

THAT KEEPS

.

C

Crosses

rucifiv

Large and small

cnsire

L sod's embrace
/

Pomander

C

oy

ontamns
\I‘l' "\ {Q.

safeguard

agatinst

tnfection

Tooth

Mounted
antmal tooth
for luck

T faYe s

JADE

New Year dragor CHIs
emblems of 'n.m’ ln k

In China this 1s the most precious
stone, symbolizing purity,
perfection, and immortality
Bndcgrovm.s give their fiancées jade
butterflies to represent their eternal
love. Jade is similarly valued by
Mesoamencan Indians, who adorn

the masks of their ;,od.s with 1t. The

Spanish conquistadores beleved 1t

healed hip and kidney complaints

CORNELIAN

Red stones were
thought to be
suimulatng to the
circulatory system and
the cormnelian was
deemed particularly
valuable to those timid
1n speech or weak of
voice. In the West 1t 1s
viewed as a stone of

self-confidence, courage

and health. In the East
it is thought to protect
the wearer from other
people’s envy

BLOODSTONE
This stone was
thought to contain t
blood o! J¢ S and to

be magical It could

a
|
1

I

allegedly catse 1NACH

tmd

nfi‘t 10¢

_J understandin

MOONSTONE

So named because 1t
captures the sheen of
the moon, this stone
1s sacred m India and
1s widely beheved to
bring good fortune.
Legend has it that a
person who places a
moonstone 1n his
mouth when the moon
1s full will be able to
see into the future

[t 1s symbolic of the
moon, of tenderness
and of lovers

SEE ALSO

AZTEC TURQUOISE MASK £33

DIANMOND BROOC 1) €3
Ro A

LAPIS 1AZu1 68

PRECIOUS STONES £

REEIGION, SUPLRSTITION
AND MAGIC B3 y
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NATURE

(ARDENS

THE LITERATURE OF EUROPE, the Middle East, and Asia is
full of the imagery of the garden: the garden represents
Paradise and the abode of the soul. Chinese and
Vietnamese emperors had tombs built in exquisite,
tranquil gardens, which they visited during their lives
and where they were eventually buried. The biblical
Garden of Eden symbolized the state of perfection from
which Adam and Eve fell, while the walled garden with
a narrow opening was a visual representation of the
wall of purity that surrounded the Virgin Mary.

WALLED GARDENS
The medieval walled
garden was a symbol
of the womb and the
leminine, protective
principle. It symbolized
privacy, secrecy, and
virginity. The walled
garden had powerful
ligious symbolism
representing spintual
enhghtenment
Chinese and Roman
tomb gardens were the
earthly counterparts of
the gardens of heaven
In medieval hiterature

a “earden of dehghts

GARDEN OF EDEN

Te

was an allegory for
courtly love (as here
W ';! S ".."‘ Is ol 14'\\
beauty, and other

pleasures

FOUNTAINS
‘ In Babyloman

1 four rivers
and

1A1t101
tered Paradisc

n the Bible, the

Walled enclosure

1 e e I
contains garden and

AR
x 1| o=—r

Geometric planning
symbolizes taming of

provides protection from wilderness
1
the unwelcome curtosity

of the outside world *
!_-

Vienus, goddess
of beauty

impects herself

ISTH-CENTURY FRENCH MANUSCRIPT

GARDENS OF SPAIN
For Arabs living 1n the
desert, a garden was
the earthly symbol of
luxunant Paradise,
described 1n the Koran
as a place of “spreading
shade,” wath “fountains
of gushing water.” The
fountain was a symbol
of everlasung hfe. The
fourfold, or courtyard,
garden with a fountamn
in the center spread
with the Moors 1o
southern Spain Here,
some of the loveliest
examples ean be seen
in the grounds of the
Alhambra at Granada.

UNDERGROUND GROTTO

GROTTO

In ancient Greece
sacred rites were
conducted n grottoes,
and so grotioes were
created in Greek and
Roman gardens as
artficial caves to
remnforce the magical

nain of Life 1s the ! link between the

the nivers il garden and nature.

mbolism 1s _ .‘% - In Renaissance umes, |

I in formal m oy B i‘L the grotto was |
gardens 1n VBT iR AR remtroduced as an |
r paths lead gt = essential element of

= == fountam E: RCE classical garden design.
42
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LOVE KNOTS

Knot gardens are made
up of interlaced bands
oFshruhhcry. cach
with a central mouf.
They were popular in
England 1n the 16th
century, and reflected
contemporary
needlework designs
Knots. representing
links and binding, are
symbols of love and
matnimony. They also
symbolize fate and
ward off evil

Maze

Fhenmh Uhe mase 14 4

BAY TREE  S=—#
The evergreen

bay tree 1s a symbol of
immontality and victory
Small bay trees are
culuvated in pots as a
symbol of honor and
longevaty

GARDENS

Lrrand scdie (I
Y

¢f sSaupreme s i
he ki

VERSAILLES

The formal grandeur
of Louts XIV's palace
and gardens at
Versailles have a
pohitcal significance.
Known as the Sun
King, Louis wanted to
show his supremacy
by conquering and
reworking the natural
landscape so that his
surroundings reflected
his own status. The
grand scale of Versailles
Was a conscious
symbol of the power
of absolute monarchy

\ i ‘ }
Bowir

The colur ns that

1 cd |l"|' 1n
per | nireyard
ire ¢Chnoed 1na

i \ 1I¢

| \ 1 lant 1

¢ 1C1¢ [
Ira 1 \sS ar
. ' N {
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WiISHING WTLI

A symbol of the
ferinine, hife-giving
principle, the well has
often been beheved to
have magical properties
A coin tossed 1nto its
\l\'P'iZ\ could make a
wish come truc

ORNAMENTS . \

A varden can
be seen as a
SV !\. |

the nataral

world, and
SO 1L 1S
| ‘!:\‘. \
A 3 i TEsLL . | Statua :
ZEN GARDEN ol ¢
Beautiul, bare rock Rome t
YArdens arg reatec {
7en Bud
)\ 1I| t 1 11
o represent SEE ALSO
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The Japanese
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NATURE

THE TREE HAS SYMBOLIC significance in cultures
throughout the world. It represents the Great Mother
in her nourishing, sheltering form. Rooted in the earth, it
draws water from the ground and reaches up to the heavens
and eternity, acting as a world axis. It is closely linked to the
symbolism of the pillar and the mountain. Individual trees,
types of trees, and groups of trees all have particular associations. For
example, evergreen trees symbolize immortality, whereas fruit-bearing trees
are often seen as trees of life, and forests or groves tend to be magical places

where I’Il)’S[CﬁOUS Or momentous events occur.

| S

SYCAMORE MAPLE
To ancient Egyptians,
this was a celestal
tree, a form of the sky
£ ‘Ll\ln’\\ Nut. Its lg‘d\\‘.\
provide shade, which
symbolized peace and
rest in the afterhfe. The
frun yields a mulky
substance, and so was
associated with fertihiy
and nounshment.

TREE OF KNOWILEDG!

Symbol of temptation, the tree of knowledge grows i Paradise and bears
the fruit of good and evil. As Adam succumbs to Eve's enticements and
takes a bite of the apple, he defies the will of God, signifying both his loss
of innocence and his downfall - Adam falls from grace and mankind 1s
doomed. In this Spanush painting, Eve blames the serpent, her tempter

Wirow §
In the Western world |
the weeping willow is
associated with death
and mourning, and it
is often depicted in
funerary art. In China
and Japan however, 1t
15 a symbol of spring,
of feminine beauty,
and grace. In Taotsm
the willow, phable in
strong winds,
represents strength.

CHERRY ,
In China and Japan the
cherry is a national
emblem and 1ts
blossom is a symbol of
spring, fenuninity, and
youth. In English lore
a cherry tree planted
near the house brings
luck, and the luckrest
lovers are those who
meet for the first time
under a cherry tree.

PALM

As an important food
source the palm was
equated with the tree
of life in the Near East.
In ancient Egypt it was
sacred to the sun god,
Re, and represented
the fertiluty of the
crops. In Judaism it is
an emblem of Judea; in
Christianity of Christ’s
entry into Jerusalem.

LAUREL

Sacred to Apollo and a
symbol of immortality
and victory, the laurel
was said by Greeks and
Romans to be physically
and spimtually cleansing,
and to repel lightning.
Worn as a wreath, it
symbolized the poet
and excellence in the
scrences and arts.

at bay

YEwW
The yew tree has
poisonous seeds and

Y:u\}u‘\ .Hl\l SO
represents death. It has
become symbolic of
rourning and 1s often
nd in English
rchyards: however,
vergreen 1l also
S Lrlllllul‘l.llll\
1S Zrown In
red groves. In
Middle Ages 1t was
intidote to

Horry

THE CHRISTMAS TREE

idespread throughout Europe and North

Amenca, the Christmas tree is a symbol
of Chnist as redeemer of onginal sin. The
ornaments on its branches represent the
apples from the tree in the Garden of Eden.
The custom of decorauing an evergreen
tree goes back to the pre-Chnstian
period of “raw mights” (December 25 to
January 6), when people would hang
green branches in their houses and
light candles to keep evil spirits

In Roman times holly was
part of the Saturnalia festival
celebrated in mid-December.
In Christian lore 1t symbohizes both the crown
of thorns, due to 1ts spiked leaves and blood-
red bernes, and the joy of Christmas.

The candles
are symboltc
of Jesus, the
“light of the
e world”
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LEME OR LINDEN

In Europe the me, or
linden, tree represents
oy, beauty, and

femiminity. In Germany

and Scandinavia it was
believed to repel
ltghtning and o curc
disease 1f touched by
someone who was sick.

MULBERRY

This tree’s bernes ripen
in three stages: white
rcpresents youth, red
the vigorous middle
years, and black the
npeness of wisdom, age,
and death This tree
symbolizes the sun
and 15 a tree of hfe in
China. In Greek myth ut
15 a tree of misfortune.

CYPRESS
Associated with Pluto
Roman god of death
the evergreen ¢ypress
1s nevertheless a
symbol of immortaluy
It was theught to hawve
the power to preserve
bodies and so was. and
stitl 1s, often grown n
gravevards In China 1t
represents 1,, ”; ;\rlw
also the femn

< nine

1in

ACACIA

With 1ts red and white
flowers, the acacia was
sacred to the ancient
Egypuians, symbolizing
birth and death. Their
gods were said to have
been born beneath an
acacia tree. The sacred
wood of the Hebrew
tabernacle was that of
the “shitah,” or acacia
tree. In Europc it
symbolizes immortality.

PrLum

In China the plum 1s
an emblem of winter
In Japan thc tree
represents the fleeing
joy and 1nnocence of
youth, 1ts beauttful
blossom a symbol of
spring tnumphing over
winter, and virtue and
courage tnumphing
over difficulues.

MyRi1ts
Sacred to Venus and to

the Egyptian goddess
Hathor, myrtle brnings
luck to lovers and was
nce the English bnidal
Hower Symbol of

17 vw|
fortune, happiness, and
peace i many eultures
it 1s also the flower of
the yods In dreams o
signites pro P‘ ne

ind a ripe old age

TREES

SACRED TREES

A reverence for trees, and even tree
worship, is widespread thoughout
the world. Many traditions speak
of a ree of life = a tree that is
the central point and pivot
of the world. This tree links
heaven and earth since 1t is
rooted in the underworld,
but its branches reach up to
the heavens, symbolizing
mans striving for perfection.
The Scandinavians have
Yggdrasil, Buddhists have
the bodhi tree, and

Muslims kneel on carpets
embroidered with trees of
life when praying toward
Mecca. Christ is sometimes
shown crucified on the tree
of knowldge in the Garden
of Eden, symbolizing
redemption.

Malevolent serpents 8

attack the roots

BUDDHA UNDER A BODEH TREL
The Bodhi tree, a type of fig, 1s symbolic
of the Buddha's Enhghtenment,
which he attained while mediatmg
beneath 1ts branches. Bodhi trees are
often grown in monastery grounds as
a remunder of thts event

YGGDRASIL
Yggdrasil 1s the evergreen ash tree that, in its mythological
form, rcpresents the enuire world. Tts trunk represents the
central axis of the umiverse, and from beneath ts roots
bubble the rivers — the waters of wisdom

Flames of hight, or
cnlightenment, enaircle

Budidha's body

PRAYER
HANGING
In this [9th-
century cxample, a
.\[}'llZ('d tree of hife
1s mtricately
woven nto the
design. Mushlim
prayer rugs oltcn
depict this
powerfut symbol
of ascent and
salvation. The
farthful kneel and
say their prayers
on a tree of hife

The serpent of Mudgard
encircles the world,

representing the

OAK

Often associated with the thunder gods, the oak
1s sacred o the earth mother, to Juno, Jupiter
and to the Celue god Donar In Clhuna it represents

fragtle strength since

{ Il‘ [S

not bend in the wand and | ACORN
o breaks To Chistin As the seed ol the
1 1symbot of Chrst mignty 0akK, the acom
teadfastne N | v widespread svmbo
|<!l|' 1L IS 0 1t [ Ile SCandinavia
1 the divine preser 1 1to Thor, and
In Furope the oal s et
1 1 i nd in 1
Vo Vo W Vo VL VL W Wo W T 2 %90 %Y ' L]

SEL ALSO
Brecn ex
OTHER TRLES B
1By, ]
Parss ea
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NATURE

PLANTS

PLANTS ECHO THE CYCLE OF BIRTH, DEATH, AND REBIRTH. They were closely
connected with the mother goddesses of many cultures and with fertility.
Myths from around the world often feature a human or a god changing
into a plant, or a plant sprouting from the dead body of a god. Wheat and
herbs, for instance, grew from the body of the Egyptian god Osiris. Often the
symbolism of plants is more direct, based on their shape, color, smell, or
habitat. The fact that ivy, for example. covers many old university
buildings has meant that the term “ivy-league™ now symbolizes a respected

‘ - : ACANTHUS
and long-established place of learning.

M

)4

A

REEDS BAMBOO

R’.Z\h\'\ .i::;i reeds A symbol of p abiluty
SYMDolize tlexibity grace, and streng

be se the va pecause 1t bends In the
n Vin ¢ pPipes S

®%

DEADLY NIGHTSHADE

so known as <

Ive rr

- ' roots, has been

s SIC I magical since the ume of the
¥ nt Egypuians. When uprooted, 1t was said
B weer a shriek that killed anyone 1n earshot. so a
A ' log was used to carry out the task. Mandrake 1s a

hantment, feruhty, and prospenity

46

mandrake ndes on a

The
dog’s back = a reference
to the method of

uprooting it

This thustlelike plant has large, thorny leaves and
takes its name from the Greek ake, meaning
sharp pomt. The distinctive leaves, carved in
stone or marble, are commonly seen on classical
buildings, parucularly on Corinthian
capitals (shown above). Acanthus
leaves sigmify the arts, or a love of the
arts, while in Christianity the
thorns symbolize pain
and pumshment for sin.

SHAMROCK

Once an Arabian
religious symbol, the
shamrock, or clover,
was also adopted by
Chnistians. Its three
leaves sigmify the Holy
Trimity: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. The
plant 1s the emblem of
Ireland and of its patron
saint, St. Patnck. A four-
leaved clover is thought
to bnng the finder luck.

Like most evergreens,
vy 15 assoclated with
immortality, but it s
also a plant of death,
drawing vital moisture
from trees. Sacred to
Dionysus, the Greek
god of wine (shown
above tratling ivy), 1t
was thought to cure
drunkenness when
worn as a garland.




FENNEL
In old herbals, fennel
seed was thought to
improve evesight and
to cause snakes to shed
therr skin. It was thus a
svmbol of clanty, and
of renewal
and revival

e %a %o e o Yo Ce T Te Ta S e o

GOURD

The gourd, with 1ts
abundance of seeds, 1s
awidespread symbol
of fertlty. In China nt
1s associated wath long
life, while 1n Afnica the
gourd represents the
womb

MISTLETOE

In Europe mustletoe,
once considered
magical, 15 now linked
to Chnistmas. To stand
beneath the mistletoe
1s to mvite a kiss. The

custom may stem [rom |

the 1dea that nustletoe’s
power frees people
from restrictions.

TisTLE

The national emblem of
Seottand, this prickly
plant causes pain but
also repels enemues, and
so symbolizes both evit
and protection. It also
represents Christ's
suffering and may
appear in painungs at
the foot of the cross.

Hyssor

This scented herb was
used as a purgative
and so represents
purification and
regained innocence.
As hyssop grows on
poor, stony ground, 1t
15 a plant of humility.

£

BETEL NUT

In Southeast Asia the
betel nut 1s associated
with love and
marrniage. Betel
shavings are
traditionally
chewed with lime,
cloves, and other
spices as a mild
sedative.

ROSEMARY

Sprigs of 1this herb,
which symbolizes
fideliny. were once
included in bndal
bougquets - tapping
vour lover with ut
would ensure
constancy  Roscinary
signtfies reniembrance
and 1s often planied
on graves

THE LANGUAGE OF HERBS

Although to many people herbs are simply plants to use in
cooking, they have long been an indispensable source of
medicine. Their effects can be powerfully healing or harmful, so*
many acquired magical or sacred powers, while others became
associated with evil and suffering. Shapes and scents can be

important factors in determining a plants symbolic meaning.

PARSLEY

This herb s so slow to
germmate that people
once tmagined s roots
went down to the

devil Parsley was a
svmbol of death for the
ancient Greeks, who
used sprigs in wreaths

SAGE
This popular garden herb was so highly prized for
its healing powers that regular use was repuied to

bestow immortality. In

paintings, sage 1s a symbol of

the Virgin Mary

P AN
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GINSENG

Gmseng's forked root,
like the mandrake's
symbolizes the human
body For this reason ut
s considered a hife-
eiving herb. Ginseng's
Chinese name means
man-root, and it s a
masculine. or vang
herb, 1eputed to
mcrease virdny

medieval Christian

GARLIC
T'o the ancient
Greeks parhie, |
with s pungent
smell, provided
protection

against evil spiiis. Offer

—~
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GINGER

According to Chmese

superstition, eating this

fingerhke root wiile

pregnant was harmful

and could produce a
six-fingered child.

v 3%t
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e S0,
\‘3\ o P> _"’: 4 Ft NGUS
3 3 s > In the Far East fungus
1 ' AN % 1s an important symbol

of longevity, and 1n the
Taoist religion fungus
s [hl i\‘l‘k} ol ll'.\
mmortals. It 1s
therefore a sacred
plant, and carved
lungus decorations ¢
'\ SCCN ON Precious
abjects such as 't.
antigue jJapanese
boxwood scepter
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nes ol ganlic were lelt

at crossroads lor the feared Hecate, poddess of PLaNTs o
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cloves were reputed to ward olf vampires 1 Rigns e
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NATURE

NATURE'S FOODS

FOOD GIVES Us LIFE and thus unity with all other living things. It grows
through the interaction of the earth, the sun, and water. Foods that must ‘r-
be harvested, like corn and rice, are linked to the gods of abundance

and fertility. Water is symbolic of life and purity, and milk represents the
nourishment of mother earth. Food is part of lifes cycle: all that lives must
die and return to the earth, fertilizing it for new growth.

e 3

. A

PORCELAIN
DISH, QING
DYNASTY

"\ Peach, symbol

of immortality

PEACH
f The peach is a symbol of immortality. In China
it brings joy and protects against evil. In the

H
ﬂ / hand of the infant Chnist it represents salvation.

/ :

k‘ LEMON

FiG | : A symbol of punity and P
The fruit of the fig tree, | APPLE faithfulness, the lemon

with its many seeds The apple, especially if was traditionally

represents the femimne | red. symbolizes love ORANGH thought to have

realm, ferulity, and and fertilty and1isan | Sometimes shown n protective properties

prosperity. A basket of | emblem of Venus as the hand of the infant | that could counter

tigs symbolizes woman | love and desire. Its Chnst, the orange magic spells and
as goddess or mother round shape indicates | re '\rk‘k nts good poison. In Judaism the | CHERRY POMEGRANATE
The fruit has erotic eternity and also the ortune and ferulity lemon represents the In Japan the cherry is | Because of its color,
symbolism and was earth. In the Bible the | Like the apple, 1ts st n[\ human heart associated with self- the pomegranate
sacred to Bacchus, god | apple represents symbolizes eternity sacrifice, parucularly symbolizes the sun,
of wine and vegetation. | temptation, although and immortahty, and in relation to samura1 | hife, and blood, while
Adam and Eve covered | as an atnbute of the due to its disunctive warriors — the red flesh | its many seeds make it
their nakedness witl Virgin Mary, it means | color 1t 1s assoclated of the fruit symbolizing | a symbol of fertility. In
leaves from the fig u redemption with the sun their blood. In ancient Rome newly
Chnsuamty cherries married women wore
’ GRAPES are a fruit of paradise pomegranate wreaths,
' ’ L - and are sometimes and pomegranate juice
C[I 1pes produce wine and are a sy Tl«‘v‘\‘ 1ol revelry depicted in the hands | was used as a remedy
~J and immortalty L also ol blood and sacrifice of the infant Chnist. for infertility.
Grapes brought back trom th PLUM
Promised Land syr In the Far East the PINEAPPLE
the promise ol a ne plum 1s a symbol of The pineapple 1s a hfe-giving fruit and a symbol
ife to the Israelites ripening female of fertility. In parts of America pineapples were a
(J Islam wine 1s \\‘\H.l[l[\ and may be | sign of hosputality, and sailors would place a
the dnnk ol the viewed 1n the same pineapple on the
hosenin ) | way when 1t appears gatepost to tell
Paradise, and in dreams. In neighbors that they
1o ( h'l" ans Chrnisuanity the were home from
p‘vun represents sea. In the late
fidehty {800s, the Scottish
Lord Dunmore
echoed this
custom with a

frutt-shaped
summer
house to
announce
his return
to Scotland v
from
America

DATI

In the desert regions of
North Africa, clusters
of dates traditionally
represent hfe and
fruitfulness. Because
of their shape and
abundance, dates are
seen as a symbol of
e male feruly
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[ NATURE'S FOoDs

FOOD OF THE GODS
]

he people ol Israel are scen below gathenng manna. food sent by
God from heaven to sustain the Jews in the wilderness during then
long journey from Egypt. In the Bible 1t 1s descnibed as white, hike

conander seed. and tasting of walers made with honeyv. Manna s also

. mentioned 1in the Koran, and 1s a symbol of God's love
Nectar was the name used by Homer for the beverage of the Gree
gods, which conferred immortality and beauty
BREAD Amritsa is the elixir of immortality that emerged dunng the churning
SALT Bread symbolizes of the milky ocean and was consumed by the gods in Indian mythology
. Because of 1ts purnity spintual nourishment BT TR el et dle ThePea it Grealuisth
EGG salt represents 1t 1s the food of the
The egg as ongin of immortality. Named body and of the soul
the universe 1s found after Salus, Roman Bread is particularly
in myths throughout goddess of health, sabtimportant in Chnistian
the world. The egg was once used 1n symbolism, where
contains the potential | ceremonies in her Christ is seen as the
for hife and so represents ' honor. A grain bread of life.” Bread
the womb, birth, and dissolving in the ocean  at the communion
the universe. It1salso  symbolizes the umon  service represents the
a symbol of hope and of the human soul body of Christ and 1ts
of immortality, and in ~ wath the infinite. In CONSUMPLION represents
Chnsuanity can Chnsuanuy salt has oneness with Chnst.
represent the virgin come Lo represent The ceremonial
birth suffermg ‘breaking of bread” may

svimbolize the death of
the sacrtficial vicum
) SSRC SRS ]

HoNEY

Honey is the food of the
gods and represents
unmortahty, rebirth
and feruhty. ftis
associated with the
moon and the feminine
To ancient Greeks it

y and was thought to represented wisdom

t appears on the Briush | and to Christians
1of Wales, and 1s also | symbohized Christ's

an attnbute of St. Davad, patron saint of Wales gentleness and
compassion. Paradisc G G OF THE MANAA
e was known as “the land - ]
of milk and honey
L
- s

& i
Ricl o
Rice 1s an ¢ - MitK ~ Ot IVES
1 1 and represe CORN The first and most An attribute ol Athena
rtahty and In the Americas corn nutritrous food, milk ONION ind Apollo, the SEE ALSO
nshment. botl 1 i h f1if, o I 2e4 ST tual The man wered 15 Wt ria it o ;
1 i ar ) ; § 1 NIOT ( 11 nit
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FLOWERS

NATURE

FROM EARLIEST TIMES and in every culture flowers have held a special place
in our hearts and lives. In ancient times certain flowers were viewed as
earthly forms of the gods. People treasured them, used them in worship,
and imbued them with magical powers. A flower in bud is symbolic of
new life and potential. but flowers also accompany the dead to the grave.
Flower motifs adorn churches and temples, are incorporated into jewelry,
and decorate everything from fabric to furniture. Flowers have even wound

their way into our language — we view the world through “rose-tinted
glasses” or see life as “no bed of roses.” Many flowers have taken on

particular meanings, but what a certain flower means can differ vastly

from one culture to another.

Ir1S
Named after th
Y 14 fq

P4 WAUCSS O L

Who transport

1S 1t

VIOLET

\ Greek nymph was
spared Apollo’s lust
by becoming a violet
In Chnistianity it 1s

] . hiyrm
tied to humilty

PASSION 'LOWER
Olten used n stained-
glass windows, this
flower 1s a Christian
symbol. The Spamsh
helieved 1t grew
around the cross
others saw in 1ts form
the wounds of Jesus
and some viewed 1ts
flowering as God
calling for converts

ANEMONE

From the Greek anemos,

meaning wind, this
flower denotes the
transitory nature ol
life. In Greek myth
anemones sprang from
the blood of Adonis
and represent death

In Chrisuanity they are

the blood of the saints.

Proxy

In ancient times this
flower was thought to
have magical properties.
The Greeks used it to
keep evil spirits at bay
[he Japanese linked it
to mascuhnity, riches,
and good fortune, and
adopted 1t as the
Impenal flower. In
Chima it was related to
marriage and fertihty
and much used as a
motif on temple walls.

Porpy

An opiate, the poppy
symbolizes the ulumate
sleep of death. Popular
lore has 1t that the red
poppies that sprang up
after the Battle of
Waterloo grew from
the blood of the dead.

CARNATION

In Renaissance
portraits, this is a
symbol of betrothal,
particularly when held
in the sitter’s hand. In
China the carnation 1s
a common symbol of
marriage.

CYCLAMEN
Dedicated to the Virgin
Mary, the spot at its
enter symbolizes her
ble aing heart Once
sed 1n love potions, 1t

w assoclated with

s
|24

1OUSNCSS |

ORC1ID
In China the orchid 1s
mbol of perfection
In England the purple
spots on an orchid’s
petals are said to

ntitne n .--ul

mnnocence

PRI-RAPHAELITE FLOWER IMAGERY: SHAKESPEARE'S OPHELIA

OrHELIA, JOuN EVERPTT Mivtals, 1852

Dn\'m to madness by her beloved Hamlet's murder of her father,
Opheha drowns herself in a stream. The garlands in her hair and
the flowers that surround her are all charged with symbolic meaning,
T'he willow represents forsaken love, the nettle growing m its branches
represents pain; and the daisies near Opheha's hand are symbolic of
The cham ol violets around her neck 1s associated with
faithfulness, chasuty, and unuimely death. The poppy 1s also a symbol
of death; other flowers floating m the water are hnked to sorrow; and
the lorget-me-nots on the bank are an entreaty not to forget Ophelia




FLOWERS

THE LANGUAGE OF THE ROSE A

More than any other flower, the rose and its symbolism have
entered the human conscrousness. In different cultures 1t has -
come o represent youth, purity, perfection, carthly tove, and .
rebirth. It 1s the flower of courtship, of marriage, and even of % ,

death. Its essence has been distilledt into love potions, .
perfumes, cosmetics, teas, and medticinal remedies. In the West -
there was a custom that a rose suspended over the diner table
meant that alt confidences were 10 be held sacred, hence the

PIEFALS
In Roman times

central cetling rose of Victorian architecture, and the white rose as a rose petals were a valuabl
symbol of secrecy. The rose 1s also intricatety hnked to Catholicism currency. Ladies used them
— the rosary was originalty made of rose hips strung together to make face packs m the

*.‘“l\' ol }‘.ll‘nlilll;: WTink les
guests at banquets Ll'l‘[‘}‘t d
petals into their wine 1o stave
olf drunkenness, and
VICLOnous armies returned to

streets strewn with petals

RED ROSE
R\'\! roses were sacred to
Venus and were — hike the

goddess — archetypal symbols of love
and beauty. Even today these associanons
continue, roses being considered the
messengers ol love. In Chnsnan
tradition the red rose grew from
drops of Chnst's blood and the
Madonna 1s sometimes depicted
with a red rose in her hand
Also associated wath war, the
red rose was adopted by the
Lancastnans in the Enghsh
Wars of the Roses

/4

‘fé

WHITE ROSE
Considered the flower of the moon
or of the light, the white rose symholizes
punty, virginity, ¢harm and secrecy. It
represents water in contrast to the lire of the
red rose It was the emblem of the House of
\1‘.'1' 1n the \Wars of the Roses

ROSE WiINDOW
The rose window, so named hecause ol 1ts
petalhke shapes of glass, represents both the
human aspiration for wholeness and coherence
wnd the re izanon ot ']ls’*t SANL \lv. sires Rose

vindows, which hrst ape wred in 1 3th-centur
FFrance, are 'I‘M._I.' to he s HIII{-.\ ol elernit I'he
1ave been hikened to mandalas Lastern objeets of
meditation lor their perfection ol geometry and
ol lorm The many paths that lead to the center ar
ke t yaths that lead to enhghtenme
[UDOR ROSE
1ot Nt lad ANCATS A dTess
| with a least ol 1 [
IS 1T 1a
X ]
I }




NATURE
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THE LOTUS

FLOWER OF PERFECTION
The lotus emerges
unsullied from swamps
and lakes. For this reason.
and because its petals open
and close with the passing
of the day, it is lghly

dawn and close at sunset.
symbolic in the East

Floral inlays
and molds

FI_RST FLIOWER OF EGYPT
Often appeanng in decoration. the lotus embodies royal

power. It is associated with the god Nefertem and the sun
god, Re, who is sometimes depicted as a child lying on a
lotus. Caputals of Egyptian columns are often carved 1o
resemble lotuses, either in bud or full flower.

”I(' :L"L’AI\ wre
stunding on
beds of

lotuses

Protective lotus In this eyprcally Tibetar
flowers Swrround cxample, the Buddhu
he Buddha's b ts 1ichly ornamented

with jewels

T

=
£
7

One of the most ancient symbols to appear in Asian art,
the lotus symbolizes both creation and purity. Its long
stem is the umbilical cord that holds Man to his origins,
while 1ts perfect flower represents enlightenment and the
purity to which the human soul aspires. The thousand-
petaled lotus represents the sun emerging from the
cosmic ocean, the sun and the waters being vital to
growth. The lotus symbolizes divine birth, since the god
Brahma emerges from Vishnus navel seated on a lotus,
and then creates the universe. It also symbolizes the sun
and the cycle of birth and rebirth, since its petals open at

FERTILITY SYMBOL
This 3rd-century Indian
figurne represents a
mother goddess, shown
here squatting in
childbirth. She has a
lotus — a symbol of
fertility — for a head.

He-1i Gops

In China the lotus represents purity,
perfection, and spintuat grace
combmed with ferulity and the
npeness of summer. tHere, both of the
He-he, twin gods ol prosperity, carry a
lotus in a jar. The garment worn by
the god on the left 1s also decorated
with a lotus. The He-he themselves
symbohze concord and harmony
between marned couples.

BUDDHIST JEWEL IN THE 1OTUS

In Buddhist cosmology the lotus
symbolizes both punty and the
primordiat waters from which alt Ife 15
created. Because the beauutut flower
grows out of mud and water, 1t 1s
associated with human aspiration and
potential. The Buddha is often
represented as the jewel in the lotus,
scated on a lotus throne, the pmnacle
of pvrlc&,llon

The thousand-petaled lotus
supports the Buddha (Akshobya),
the two together being a potent
symbol of enlichtenment

NG-KA, SACRED TEMPLE BANNER
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CHRYSANTHEMUM
In China and Japan the
chrysanthemum is an
emblem of fall and
long life. of
scholarship and
contentment. It was
thought to hold the
key to eternal life. The
Japanese have adopted
1t as a national emblem
and as the badge of the
Impenal famly.

MARIGOLD

In Chinese belief the
mangold is the
emblem of long hife -
“the flower of ten
thousand years.”
Mexicans claim the
flower’s color 1s unted
by the blood of the
Aztecs, who were
massacred by the
Spaniards m their
quest for gold.

SUNFLOWER
In Greck myth, Clyue
is turned nto this sun-
worshiping {lower as a
consequence ol her
bhind love for the sun
god, Apollo, henee the
OWeT's assoclation
with blind mfatuation.
Some environmentahsts
have adopted the
sunflower as their
symbol because 1t
absorbs air pollutants.

Lo e T R NS T T e B e



FLOWERS
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15 flow
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Chinese s ho
lenunine bea
gentleness. Ih
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Liry China, the plant was
A white hly 1s the most the exclusive propert
widely accepted LILY OF THE VALLEY | of the empe il
symbol of purity and Thus 1s the flower of of a magnolia plant t
NARCISSUS IN GREEK MYTH FCHM a0 NARCTSUb (DETAIL), perfection 1 the West. | Ostara, Norse goddess | a subject was therefor

It 1s also a symbol of
peace, divinuy, and
innocence. In Greco-
Roman mythology the
lily was beheved to
have come from the
mulk of the goddess
Hera/Juno. To the Jews
1t 1s the emblem of the
tribe of Judah.

] AW WATERHOUS of springume
Throughout Europe it
represents spring and
new life, and so also
syinbohzes the advent
of Chnist. In France. it
1s the workers’ flower
traditionally given to
employees on Labor
Day, May Ist.

a sign of speaial favor
I hstonically 1t 15 also
associated with a
celebrated heroine
WNO snares ner 1NC S
name Mu tan, Wi

that of the flower. Mu
t

In Greek mythology the youth Narcissus spurned the love of the
beautiful nymph Echo who could only repeat the last words spoken 1o
her, and she wasted away unul only her voice remained. As punishment,
the gods condemned the vain Narcissus to fall in love with his own image
When he saw his reflection n a pool of water he was unable to tear
himself away and died He was changed into the narcissus flower which
grows at the water's edge

] ey vl
W ASEUIsCeU ‘ ersel

a man 1n order 1o battls
on behalf of her lather

ad

NARCISSUS

The sweet, intoxicating

s¢ent of the narcissus
was once heheved to
| cause madness
Narcissism- means
vanity, and the flower
5y mholizes the d.mgz rs
of vanity To
Chnistians, the flower
15 a symhol of divine
love In China s
flowering at New Year
| Signals good fortune

CRrocus

People once believed
that weanng garlands
of crocuses would
ward off drunkenness
The species saffron
was highly prized in
medieval nmes when
its pigment dyed
garments a brilliant
yellow, a symhol of
light and nohility

HONEYSUCKLE

Guwen by the French to
their loved ones 10
symhohize their union,
the honeysuckle
represents more
hroadly generous love
It was once used
medicinally to charm
away hoils.

- * #
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PN "’ THE LILY AND CHRISTIANITY
. ol he hly s .1-~n~1.|w” with th 1 M SEF ALSO
n 1ts what ey CHRYSANTHEMUM €
1m',un.ml l- n s ofter '
JASMINE of the Annunciaton. ¢ TRis ¢
PRIMROSI This perfumed flower DAalsy h.l"hm oran a vase |
The pnmrose heralds s prized in India ltais | Onginally the “day s 15 50Melmes seen wil el
the spning and an end 1 love symbol, and eve.” the da Judgment, the twot u LT
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NATURE '
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Grapevines,
attnbutes of
Dronysus, god
of wine

SEA CREATURES

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT SYMBOLS in world myth, the fish represents

fertility, life, and death, and is generally auspicious. It is associated with

the mother goddess. the moon, and the primeval waters from which

all life grew: It is one of the earliest symbols in Christianity, signifying

both Christ and the faithful, swimming in the sea of life. Jonah

was swallowed by a great fish, and similar stories abound in other

cultures. In Hinduism the god Vishnus first
incarnation was in the form of a great fish

that saved mankind from the flood.

. Pirates
turned into
dolphins

Dot piiN
In Greco-Roman myth
this noble fish conducts souls to the world beyond,
saves the shipwrecked, and symbolizes safety and
speed. It 1s associated with the sun god, Apollo,
and 1s hinked to Dionysus, god of wine. The
dolphin 1s a widespread symbol of virtue.

- . -~
Ere . -
F'he ecl plays a part 1n i
SEA HORSH Polynesian flood myths : e//
The delicate sea horse and also has erotic . INUIT IVORY CARVING
CARP 1s the mount of assoclauions. In Tahin | WHALE |
T'his 1s an important symbol in the Far East. Poserdon/Neptune, the | 1t1s an ancestor figure | In the Bible, Jonah was swallowed by a great I
China it represents perseverance and success Greco-Roman god of In Chmatis a symbol | fish, probably a whale, and disgorged alive onto
owing ibilit leap for wble rapids the sea. ltalso appears | of carnal love, while in | dry land three days later. A similar legend exists
In general, the carp symbolizes patier in heraldry, often to Britain the term among the Inuits. The whale has thus come to
determinauion, and long hife. Its armorlike scale gnify bravery at sea shppery as an eel” signify death and rebirth, and darkness before
are linked to valor: in Japan 1t 1s a symbol of the and as a civi¢c emblem signifies a person who | the hght. In Arctic, Slav, and Russian myth the
Samurai and of courag 1o show overseas trade. | wrniggles out of trouble. | earth rests on the back of a great whale. When *
the whale moves, there is an earthquake.
s
\v@
A T =
|
- | SALMON |I
7 % B | Like the carp, the salmon swims determinedly
g g upstream 1n search of s birthplace and so !
mbolizes perseverance and courage It 1s
1ssociated with the moon, and 1s a symbol '
IH f death and rebirth
|-
|
) The octopus ./~ I
' | SWORDFISII was a familiar |
In the Sepik region of New sight in Acgean MYCENALAN
Guinea the swordhsh 1s e and art JAR, GE GRS
a totem figure. and J
S Ociorus .

wordfish-shaped masks
are worn dunng sacred
dances. The Ainu of Japan
rship a sea divinity that
LA K¢ 71! lorm
f a swordfish

Because of 1ts spiraling tentacles, the octopus 1s
related to the symbolism of the spiral - arr,
water, and rolling thunder and hghtmng. It 1s
also a symbal of fickleness and changeability
since 1t alters color when under threat

\I‘L




SEA CREATURES

THE LANGUAGE OF SHELLS

Shells share water’s symbolic associations and are linked
to the moon and to the feminine, yin principle.

Venus, goddess of love, was born in the waters and
transported to land on a scallop shell. In China shells
symbolize a successful journey and good fortune, and
in Chnistianity they represent the baptismal waters,
perhaps because shells were sometimes
used to carry water. Those shells that
consist of two halves fused together are
symbolic of secrecy or sexual passion,

CRAB

Because of 1ts
protective ,\ha‘”w the
crab 1s associated with
the womb and with
motherhood 1t 1s the

and shellfish such as oysters are thought symbol of Cancer STARFISH
Tobe ;1phr0disiac5. l_uL:lun sign of the 7 Seen l urope as a
zodhac, which 1s ruled svimbol of the undy Ing
by the moon. Due to power ol love, the
S its habit of walking starfish in Christianity
sideways, the crab also | represents Mary guiding
- CereMONIAL | has associations of the farthful through the
SCALLOP SHELL evasiveness and decent storms of love

in Buddhism it is
linked to the periods
of cosmic night
between the ages of
Brahma, or the sleep
of death between one
incarnation and the
next. in Africa the crab
1s considered a symbol
ol evil

The scallop shell 1s an emblem of
Venus, and also represents the female
sexual organ In Chnistiamity it often
sigmbies pilgnimage, particularly to the
shrine of St James in the Spanish aiy ol
santiago de Compostela, where pilgnims
wore the scallop on their clothing. The shell
was also adopted as an emblem 1n Siena

OvstER CEREMONIAL CONCH
@ Possibly because the The conch shares the
J ovster nurtures the symbolism of the spiral

© pearl, 1t represents the owing to 1its convoluted
feminine realm - the shape. in Mayan culture n
womb, the fertility of represents the waters. [t s
& the waters. and the the emblem of Neptune,

SEA URCHIN

moon. With nts tightly as well as of the god In Celuc lore the sea
sealed shell, s also a Vishnu as Lord urchm s known as the
symbol of secrecy of the Waters serpent’s epg, and 1

1ts petritied torm 1t 1s
yviewed as a svymbo
of the world It s
tho l_'_l]‘l to be able to

>
EGYPTIAN LUCKY GIRDLE ﬁ
The Egypuans believed that the cowrie shell had .

foretell the ipproact
protective powers because 1t resembled the female ; of a storm when
sexual organ. lFor this reason 1t was deemed attaches atself o a
particularly cffective as a feruluy charm, or to rock 19 1L 4s ar
safepuard a pregnancy, when worn low mchor Blind ang
down on a woman's body irgely defensels
AIS0 Jd 5SVIMDOL ¢ 1
LOBSTER weak creatures u
Fuh In the East the lobster | God s care
4 m 15 viewed as a good
. - ‘ T omen and s otten
iy s & SHTS f 2 portrayed without SEE ALSO
maii O irs / 5\ by of ‘ A
re.{ Sy i ¢laws Inancien ik
Grreeee 10 Was sin rly
valued at \} Wl
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NATURE

INSECTS & OTHERS

as “creepy crawlies” — lowly animals usually shunned and even feared. In
ancient imes, however, they were the focus of much interest. The Egyptians
singled out the beetle as a creature to be revered, incorporating it in the

form of a scarab 1n their art and their jewelry, and even in funerary offerings.

For other cultures the spider is particularly important, due in part to its
remarkable weaving abilities. and the bee often has powerful associations
both because of its poisonous sting and its life-giving honey:

EGYPTIAN SCARAB

Csed S 1S 1 ¢ d

ing beetle, was the most
\vas deenic \l. sacredl
1eavens 1n its own heroie
The voune
om the earth. Scarab

Ql regeneration
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me daistances
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THE SIGN
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Fiy

In many cultures the
fly 1s seen as evil and
corrupt, and sometimes

represents weakness or |

insignificance, but in
parts of Africa there 1s a
fly god, and among the
Navajo of America the
Big Fly 1s a heroic figure.
The ancient Egypuans
wore fly amulets to
keep real flies away:.

\ 2

LADYBUG

Named after Our Lady
(the Virgin Mary),
because of s good
works in ndding
plants of pests, the
ladybug 1s a symbol of
good luck

Because of its metamorphosis from a caterpillar,
is seen as a symbol of rebirth and
resurrection. As it emetges from its chrysalis 1t
represents the soul l("l‘\'llhﬂ' the ])UL{}' [o ancient
Greeks the butterlly represents the soul, and to the
hinese and Japanese 1t 1s a sign of both immortahty
In Chinese art, butterflies combined with
plum blossoms symbolize long life, and two
together indicate a happy marriage

DRAGONFLY
Probably so-named
because of its long,

| sinuous body, this

beautiful insect shares
the symbolism of the

| butterfly. representing

immortality and

regeneration. It is the |

national emblem of
Japan, which is known
as the “Island of the
Dragonfly.” It also
represents unreliability
and instability,
perhaps due to its
hovering and darting
movements. In China
the dragontly is
symbolic of summer,
but also of weakness.
To Nauve Americans
the dragonfly
symbolizes change and
illuston, and also
speed, a whirlwind,
and activaty,

Butterfly
of joy




THE TRANSITORY NATURE OF LIFl
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NATURE

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS

AMPHIBIOUS CREATURES, ANIMALS THAT LIVE both on land and in the water,
take on the symbolic associations of water. the source of all life. Reptiles
are mostly associated with the earth and therefore assume the fertility
symbolism of the earth, although their appearance often inspires fear and
disgust. Reptiles that hold a special place in the popular imagination are

dinosaurs. ancient inhabitants of the  _<amm

they are both giant monsters.
terrifving to behold. and among
the most fascinating of all the
creatures known to us

CROCODILT
The crocodile has long
been both feared and
revered. Living on land
and m water 1t carries
the svmbolism ol each,

1§ .

TYRANNOSAURLUS REN

\ formidable 4 and 1s thus veny
s certa bes powerful. “Crocodile
eared S tears” are lalse tears,
D 2¢ ] Irom the belief that
d crocodiles weep while
g devourmg their vicums

FROGS AND TOADS

he chameleon's

CHAMELEON

| coloi

NConstaney
1wing tortunes
‘ Its eves, which can see
i chfferent directions
» both the past
and tuture. In parts of
Africa it 1s viewed as
| magical, and brings rain

1 CNell

FROG BOW1

ANASAZI FROG

LiZARD

I'he hizard's sun-sceking

habit symbolizes the

soul’s searg | for

I'he Romans

ved that the hzard
hibernated. and so 1t
represented death and

‘ resurrection, To Natve
Americans, hzards

Nagic POWErs

nwareness

beli

) The newt 15 generally

NEWT

thought of as an ewvil,
harmful creature. Such
wids 1ts reputation that
in Macbeth, Shakespeare
listed “eve of newt™ as
one of the ingredients
1 the witches brew
designed o conjure up
cvil spirits that would
reveal the future

TORTOISE OR TURILE
Linked to the moon
and water, the tortoise
and turtle symbolize
fertility and long life.
Vanous world myths
speak of a tortoise
supporting the world.
and in Hindwsim a
man-tortoise was the
ancestor of mankind
In Acsop's Fables the
tortoise represents
steady determination.

SEE ALSO

FROGS AND TOADS 03
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REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS

SNAKES

The snake, or serpent, 1s probably the most widely
revered of all creatures because it embodies so many
forces. Its underground lair allies it with the underworld
and it is associated with the primal waters from which
all life was created. The serpent symbol was widespread
in agricultural societies where 1t was used to represent
the feruility of the soil.

SNAKE STICK
Among the Pueblo
peoples of America, the
snake 1s associated with
thunder and hghtning
Snake sticks such as the
one above were used
in annual ntuals 1o

SNAKES & LADDERS
This childhood game

call d‘m\'n t‘hc rain /A PR 2 N 7 ' ) - B v ) rqm'sf‘nb [ll.‘f ‘
that ensured a good SRR, = { \ N ¢ T/ ‘ journey. Ladders are
harvest. The snake m‘ \ @ 1 v/ ; 7 J E s | posilive sy mbols of
sticks were : & 2‘\\ MR 1) NPV /)11, " C‘ success and
themselves ‘ ' ! achievement,

whereas snakes
represent the shppery
slopes of nusfortune

symbols ol
lightning,

Sacred snakes that
-

1
panish cvil spnls

SNAKL DEMON MASK
This Srt Lankan mask of
a Naga Rassa. or snake

demon, 1s worn mn
dances 1o chase away el
spints causting stckness
\.l;.h OT Sacre ll \H.ll\x S
have the power to be
both protective and
destructive

EGYPT

In ancient Egypt the
serpent was [eared

and worshiped

Several dewes are
depicted 1n the form of
a snake - 1n this tomb
pamnting a worshiper 1s
seen kneeling before the
serpent goddess Meretseger,
the guardian of the Valiey ol
the Kings

Ture FarLL
The fall from grace
of Adam and Eve 1s
mextricably hinked
with the serpent. It
was a serpent, here 1n
female form, that
tempted Fve to taste the
forbidden frunt of the tree
The serpent s theretore viewed
as a symbol of smooth-tongued
evil and deceitfulness, and as
the embodiment ol
't'“'.l‘[.”ll m and

ROD OF At SCULAPIUS

A serpent coled ."’-‘\li"‘_s d !‘ff"i Wads \“ DUSA
h t} b ind svmbol of With hait
Ly the Roma od ol
licine. Its a won watl
1] I n e NakKe
hedd ) I IK1N 11
1 wal and
1 1 | [ 1 SCTp 1 1
nd }




NATURE

MAMMALS

BECAUSE OF THEIR COMPLEX AND Of

humans, animals have always played a prominent part in our
imagination and in our mythology; literature, and art. Many.

especially predatory species, have been worshiped and credited

with protective powers. Names of animals were given to the

constellations, and people even claimed descent from these
powerful creatures. Certain animals have been traditionally
paired in conflict — the lion and the unicorn, for instance, which

HARE

are associated with the sun and the
moon. This may represent a balance
between the opposing forces in nature.

R AND [LOYAL FRIEND

60

TEN INTIMATE relationships with

Ol Hwnl\iu,

1S€ 11¢
2y puan

)
mbo

ASS OR DONKILY
\ beast ol burden, the ass, or donkey, 1s a2 symbol ol
indd also of fertihty. Greek

1SS

M Sty ass

of

to represent foohishne

the wild ass of the desert

d lonehness and isolauon
the humble
ssed 1t bore Mary to
Bethlehem and
Jesus mto
salem

nristianity

1s ble

]\‘!ll

For the ancient

EGYPTIAN CAT

In ancient Egypt cats were revered, and
the male cat was an emblem of the sun
god. Cats were also sacred to the
goddess Bastet who had the head of a
cat and who represented the power

the sun to rl’pcn Crops.

So valued were cats that

thousands were mummified
after they died and buried in
spectal graveyards in honor
ol Bastet

BLACK CAl

Being largely nocturnal,
the cat 1s associated
with the moon. It is
also credited with
supernatural powers,
both g(‘\‘d and evil,
and 1s the companion
of witches. In Norse
legend, 1f a black cat
crossed your path 1t
was a sign that Satan
was thinking about
vou. In America. a
black cat crossing your
path brings bad luck,
but in England and
Japan this 1s a good
omern.

Fox
The fox universally
represents cunning
and deeepuon. In
some traditions 1t has
the power to transform
1SS its shape m order to
decewve, for instance 1n
the East, the fox can
become a beautiful
maiden who creates
trouble. Also, hke the
wolfin Little Red Riding
Hood, a fox sometimes
red of | dresses in the clothes
ful ar of a trustworthy person
¢crab n order to catch unwary
' prey. Some Native
\mericans have lox
tribes and ¢lans

ss, and
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RaMm
The ram emboches vinhty and creauve energy tis
associated wath many gods and 15 a common
sacrificial ammal, 1ts blood symbohcally
returning feruluy to the
so1l. The Hebrew ritual
hom. the shofar, blown
at the feast of Rosh
Hashanah, 1s made
from a ram’s horn.

HEDGEHOG
In anuiquity the
hedgehog was reputed
to collect grapes by
rolling over them and
so catching them on 1ts
spikes. Chnstianuy
associates 1t with the
Devil and wath evil, as
this practice was
lhikened to stealing
Eeoplc s souls. The
edgehog sometimes
symbolizes witcheraft,
as witches were
thought to assume the
form of hedgehogs to
dnnk mulk from cows.

5pild.’—d‘.u‘[‘t'd
horns, histonically

used by Jews to
herald the Jubile
year

_Goat's-head wine
up svmbol of
Bacchus and

drunken revelny

Goat
Because of 1its agility
and urge to chmb, the
goat 15 a symbol of the
ar-seeking quest for
truth. However, the
goat also stands for
lawlessness, demonic
owers. lust. and
E&ruhly Satyrs were
half human, half goat,
and the devil 1s often
depicted wath the homns
and hooves of a goat

horr

4 e
The¢ boar is a symbol
ol ¢courage Lits head
Was eaten as protection
and
ated in
many cultures with
lert ind a mother
poddess. In Judaisn
ind Islam the pig 1
vicwed as thé most
inclean of all ammals
ind 1in Chnsuamiy it
¢ linked to Satan and

symbol

igainst danger

the sow 15 assq

Ja) ;.'l"‘“'.'.

.
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MamaaLs

HORSES

he horse represents speed, grace, and

nobihty [t 1s both a solar and lunar
symbol' the heavenly chanots of Apollo
and the Indian sun god Surya were drawn
by fiery or white horses, as was Neptune's
ocean charot

BUCKING BRONCO

In parts of the US and Canada men

compete at nding untrained horses,

the goal bemg to complete a round

without being thrown. This challenge 4

emphasizes the horse’s reputation as @
a wild and noble creature.

[ S

MONGOLIAN HORSEMAN
In Mongoha herdsmen had expert
cavalry skills. they raced without harness
and reins. This custom probably onginated
when their warlike ancestors rode horses mto

battle and had to keep their hands free to fight.

Crescent-shaped

wWith the moor

Ox

The symbolism of the ox has much in common with

that ol the bull and the butfalo. While clearly

symbolizing male power and strength, all three

animals, because of their

crescent-shaped horns, also

have lunar, hence teminine

attnibutes. The bull 1s the

mount of the Hindu god Shiva.

and 1n Taoism the sage Lao Tzuas

shown nding an ox to represent the
tanung of the cgo.

aated
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LION, KING OF BEASTS

The lion is the king of the beasts in most parts of the world. Its LION FANILY,
golden color, fiery mane, and great strength associate it with the sun,  1B3m-cexiigs
although the lioness may also be linked with )t
the moon and great mother goddess
figures. Lions have often been

carved into thrones and are also
sculpted at entrances, where
they act as guardians

ORIENTAL LIONS

In anuquity {10ns were lound

HERALDIC LION

The lion 1s the most important
anmimal 1in heraldic art,
probably because

wbility wished to be

ated with s valor

and strength. It

"“ 1s shown
! rampant,
standing on
its hind lees
or “sejant

seated

GUARDIAN LION

S1. JEROME AND THE LION

TiGER

EGYpTiaN

Like the lion, the tuger JACKAL-
symbolizes royalty, EEERE
courage, and strength SANSIE
[t is particularly s
mmportant in the Far
East, where 1t leLlu‘\
the hon as king of
beasts. In China,
where 1t 1s the emblem
ot the West, 1f a tiger
devours a man, that
man'’s soul becomes
the uiger's slave and
preyvs upon other men.

JACKAL

I'he head of the Egypuan god Anubus is that of
ajackal. Jackals were thought to haunt
graveyards and were reputed to see both by day
and mght. Clear-sighted Anubis was a
pathlinder, guiding spirits to the next world.
Canopic jars, which contamed embalmed
organs, had Anubis-shaped stoppers.

LLOPARD
Symbol of
courage, crucley
and untamed
mstincts, the leopard
1s greatly revered in
Afnica, where 1t also represents the hght of the
morning sun. Leopard skins denote royalty and
are worn to ward ofl danger. Because 1ts
markings resemble eyes, the leopard 1s

sometimes known as the Great Watchen




STAG

Assoctated with
hunung, the stag1s a
solar amimal and an
enemy of the serpent
The shape of us antlers
recalls the Tree of Life
and because the
antlers are renewed
cach year, the stag s a
symbol of regeneration
In European and Asian
mythology stag hunts
often lead 1o a super-
natural cncounter

KANGAROO
Among some Australi
1“\”(.;.' als the
kangaroo 1s ar
spart thet pratect

1
JNCES

S anc

guides them and plays
a major part i the
myths Each Abonginal

£roup nas a ditterent
animal ancestor and
feels a kinship
\PL'\ (. [} ¢ KANEATOL
ancestor lelt

traces ot ats 1rney
the un I Creatiorn
sccn today

of the lands felt

P

NMAMMALS

MONKEY
The monkey 15 sacred to some West A

GAZELLI
The swilt-running

gazelle 1s a symbol ol tribes, tor whem 1t 1s an ancestor hgur
beauty and ot the soul, Generally it epresents nuschiel and

particularly in Arabic
literature. It can also
be used as a metaphor
for the beloved. In
Chnstanity, when the
gazelle 1s shown flecing
from an anmmal of

prev. such as a panther
or lien, 1t represents
the soul feeing from

carthly passions

Illklul~|ll\(ll\~~ but the monkey-god
Hanuman 1s highly re
From Japan comes a we
the three Mystic Mot
hear no evil, and speal

_L.l"\i\u n Fliduisn
l-known mout ot
WHICN SC¢ T (S
1

kevs

no ¢\

in mxun.n countries the bear h;hmslh lion as
king ol the beasts. It was an ancestor ol the Lapps
who calted 1t ¢ grandfather it hibernate
and then wakes i the spring. 1t symbohzes

resurrcction

l:\ Causg

i;n\ bear alsc epresents
power, and to the Celts, warlare. It s
the national emblem

of Russia

[‘_l EPHAN 7
Because ol its butk and strength, the elep

nant
1s generally a symbol of power. ftalso signihies
patience, wisdom, and chasuty — probabl

because, according to Anstotle, a bull cle }\u nt

BEAVER remained cehibate during the two-vear long

\ccording to Natve gestation pertod of his mate: The Hindu god

\mer Ganesha has an elephant’s head and, with his

beaver huge belly, represents prospenity and

lrom t benevolence The white ehe l‘h.ll" IS a symbo
red ol royalty and 15 associated with the Buddtha
ar CAVCT ns Jand

the beaver 1s seen as at

St
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BIRDS

THERE 1S A WIDESPREAD AND ANCIENT BELIEF that after
death, the soul leaves the body in the form of a bird.
Consequently the bird is a symbol of the spirit. Birds
can be mediators between gods and men, and can act
as vehicles for the gods. Many religions have heavenly
beings or spirits with wings: angels. cherubs, and
seraphim for example. Birds are seen in myths involving
a Tree of Life, and are sometimes depicted fighting with
or carrying a serpent, symbolizing the uneasy balance
between the sun (as bird) and the waters (as serpent). In
Christian art this symbolizes the struggle between good and evil.

V%
::gw N 7
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CUCKOO SPARROW
Becaus: habit of In the | Test » SWALLOW PrLICAN
aying 1ts eggs 1in other he sparr A Returning north fron [he pehean stands for
I”'\l\ I 1S l < ¢ I | 1 - > 1 1 I I I.‘.4|‘ " i > 'y'ﬂ‘ ‘Il(l
S O 11 1 parental devotion
the Accordmg 1o earl
f Chnstian legend
irriage and, 1n Japatr re pre pring ved i cither the female
€ ¢ 1eruit | ¢ I at I a serpent
\ 1M Os1 I ¢d the newborn
urb 1 hicks. The temale
| then mourned them
g0 e lrs 1 | I I 1 ¢ da tter
he stabbed her
ring and the sowing { . , } ] on own chest to
f crops. If 1t China . citate them with
1 r blood. Thus, for
en of trosts and f e re) Chnstians, the pelican
1 DI represents Christ, who
= ) __ shed his blood for

1ankind Hl\l Va

ed from the dead
ifter thre [ he
olten carved

on church lec rerns

¢ day
l'-l'sl |

] ol war l“lu S
China ;,l[\‘l:l

ind as a

raven
[
the earth wa

pebbles to inake 1sland

04

Although often seen as an evil omen and a sign
' or death, the raven was viewed in
wnd Persia a
cod mbol of the sun. In !
legend the god Odin 1s accompanied by two
ind according to Native American myth
[x.(lttl by ’

FAalCcON
In general, the falcon s
a svymbol of the sun and
the masculme powers n
nature. It 1s particularly
mmportant n Egypuan
mythology where it was
sacred to Re, Egypuan god
of the sun. It was also a
[Hl]\l]l.ll torm of the £ d
Horus. Like the xklf_:l( the
falcon, wath 1ts strength
and hagh thght, represents
frecedom of the sprit,
which perhaps explains its
popularity as a sporting bird
m Renaissance Europe. In
China the latcon has both
the he .1|l!1:‘_ power of the

un and the
destructive

power of war

CRANFE

In China, as
elsewhere, the
Crane 1s seen as a
good omen, a
messenger of the
£« s, and a bearel
of maternal love and
happiness. It brings
high status, longevity
and immontahty, and
symbolizes spiritual
enlightenment. In
parts of Africa and
North America the
crane was assoclated
with wisdom

1 messenger of the

vOTSC

a raven that dropped

in the sca
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CROW

T(‘\ I’LL l\ Crow 1s
widely regarded as a
bird of 1ll omen and to
many Nauve Americans
a crow’s black feather
spells death to an
enemy. To the Chinese
the black crow paired
with the white heron
represents the yin/yang,
male/female principle
and 1n Japanese
Shintoism the crow

1S a messenger of

the godas

DOVES OF LOVE AND PEACE

he dove 1s a symbol ol the
soul, and of peace, 1t

gentleness, and punty. Two

ocence,

doves together are considered a
sign ol mariutal love and hidehty

Doves are held sacred in mans
countries. In Greek legend the
\1\"- ¢ Was lenl\t dto \F\:;ll"\h'_\‘
the infant
the Furies

Zeus, the Fates, and

SEVEN GIFIS OF THE SPIRIT
In Chnstuianmity the white dove 1s
*"-f!ii\v'lv‘i[ll\ ”v‘l'- SPIrKt |

sometimes ol mart

an

rdoim. X¢

Cl

1

doves encirching a ¢ross repre

rt. wisdony 1T
1 1 t n
counsel, fortitude, knowle

plety
;

and lear ol t

GREENPEACE DOVE
Greenpeace, the international
movement lor protecting th
environment, has adopted a dov
bearing an olive
emblem. 1t 1s symbolic of
peace and also of hope

branch as its

»

KINGFISHER

In the East the

PARROT

1ne I“n"" )L S "?‘!"‘li:\"

g
spring and feruhity, as kingfisher denotes
1s imitation and married bhiss and 1ts

ts gt

MOCKET xl.h o

It 1s held

leathers are prized tor
i

of mimicry their color and are
sacred by the Hop: thought to be magical
eoples of Nortl According to medieval
A 1. In Hinduism € _\l.«l alter the Flood
nrd 1s assoclated 'E'\ l\l!l_‘ll*i‘u r liew too
th Ka god ol lose to the sun and
Kiwi and also with scorched its breast red
According Cg ] proj ina ral while 1ts back took on
1 \ \ I Mmae 'F'l '.‘” ". {x‘ll *i‘-w

Macri

PracocCk

O

CONDOR
To the and were thought to
be the embodiment of the gods ol the
feathers were prized and used 1r
religious ornaments

ncas ¢« ndors were reverec

air. Londor

SWAN In Na

GOOst In Greek myth 15 il !
\ ) The gooseisabird took on the form of a

the st It was swan to seduce the Sh nd the wal
’.) associated watl i1 yeaulll 1

Greek and Roman go Wan 1s a W

nd was kept 1o guard

temples. It th e "

!
watchlulne md ( by sw |
In i >

STORK




NATURE

State ——

Universally viewed as the king of birds,
the eagle is a symbol of the sun, royalty,
and the gods, especially sky gods. It
represents authority, strength, victory,
and pride, and in China the male vang
principle, keen vision, and fearlessness. The eagle is often identified as the mythical
Indian garuda, seen in deadly combat with the serpent. Like the hawk, the eagle is
reputed to gaze straight at the sun as it flies upward and so, in medieval Europe, it
came o be associated with prayer ascending to God, and with the ascension of Christ.
In Australian lore the sea eagle carries the souls of the dead back to Dreamtime.

THRONE

DECORATION

NAPOLEONIC EAGLE

Perhaps mspired by the Roman practice, every
French regiment in Napoleon's army carried a
bronze standard in the form of an eagle. The
example shown here was the emblem of the
105th regiment. and was captured by the
British at Waterloo. In its right talon the

eagle holds Jupiter's emblem ol a thunderbolt

US BALD EAGLE

In 1782 the United
States adopted the
bald cagle as a L\
nattonal emblem. It /
ppears both on US NN 1y 774
ns and paper ’
money and 1s symboli
ol power and strength
I"‘.' <J;.k S outstretche \i WIngs demonstrate
s I \\. 1G I'¢ 5] ol €

Lir ORNAMINT

To the Aztees the cagle
symbolized the rising sun
and celestral power. It was
associated with the warrior
clans, and this cagle head was
worn as protective jewelry

EAGLL FEATIILRS
l'o the Stoux the spotted eagle
represents the ¢ssence ol all hfe
The cagle's feathers are
regarded as rays ol the sun,
and the cagle-feathered
headdress 1s a symbol of
Thunderbird, the Universal Spinit. By
putting the headdress on belore battle
the warrtor identified humself with the
power and strength of the eagle god

JAy

006

Although
viewed as a chatierer
and a sign of bad luck,
to Nauve Americans
the jay 1s a creator bird
that helped recreate
the world alter the
Flood. It 1s a guardian
spiit of some tribes
and warns ol the
approach of an enemy.

4

GOl DrINcH
Essentially a Christian
symbol, the goldhneh
represents both the
soul and the passion ol
Christ. Goldfinches
like to eat thistles and
thorns, and so the bird
has become associated
with Christ's sulfermg
on the cross. The red
spot on its throat 1s
said 1o represent the
drop ol blood that fell
as the goldfmch drew
a thorn lrom Christ's
brow

IS

]
|
|

| BIRD OF PARADISE
{ The feathers of this

[ 1ts feathers, which were

Joy, giving pleasure

magnilicent bud,
found in New Guinea,
are so beaunful that it |
was thought in Europe
that the bird came
from paradise. The
bird achieved mythical
status — people
believed that it hved
on dew drops and
would moan i pam if
captured. Its feathers
were prized and were
once worn as a

fashion tem.

HUMMINGBIRD
The hummingbird is
seen as a symbol of

through its loveliness.
In Native American
myth 1t1s a truthful
bird that represents
heauty, harmony,

and enjoyment.

The Aztece war god,
Huitzllopochtli, and
Quetzalcoatl, the
Mayan god, both wore

widely thought to have
magical properties.

In ancient Egypt the this was a symbol ol the '
soul. It was sacred to the lunar denes Isis and
Thoth, and represented the moon (with the hawk

as the sun). However the 1bis also had a solar
significance when scen mn battle with serpents,
emblems ol the water. In Christian art the ibis

symbolizes devotion and perseverance.

¥

i RN



OwLs :

o 14

n anclent Greece ¢ Wl W
Athena voddess ol
and came to symbol Z¢ e Ity named alter

her, as well as wisdom

The owl was ther

The much-loved
blackbird was sacred to
the Greeks for s sweet
song, but because this
song 1s so alluring the
bird is also a symbol ol
the temptations of the
flesh. In some Christian
writings the black
plumage makes the
blackbird a symbol

of eval

RosIxN

The robin ts a symbol
of compassion. Its red
breast 1s said to be the
result of scorching
when 1t carned water
to the parched souls 11
hell Alternanvely, the
robin was pncked when
trying to remove nails
from Chnist's cross

Hoorot
The ho poe
has conflicting
symbolism_ In
Egypt tt was known as

The song of the
nightuingale, both sweet
and plainuve, was
particularly meaningful
n Persia, where 1t was
seen as a symbol of
love, longing, and
pamn. Because 1ts song
heralds the dawn, 1t s
said by Chrnistians to
represent the soul's
vearning for Chnst

WREN

A\lthough killing a wren
15 considered unlucky
it was not always so. In
England and France 1t
was once a part ol
Chnstmas rites to hunt
and kil wrens, burying
them 1n the churchyard
as a symbol of the

of th

¢ “.\!.I‘.; 1¢ old vear

Dobo

The dodo, which was
hunted to extinction 1n
the 17th century, has
become a symbol of
final death, hence the
phrase "dead as a dodo

HAWK

This predatory bird 1s
one of the great solar
birds, with similar
associations 1o the x‘.l;:ic
and the falcon. To
Greeks and Romans 1t
was the messenger of
A\pollo. The god Horus
was also depicted with
the head of a hawk. In
Nauve American myth
the hawk helped fire
the sun and recreatc
the world after the
Flood. The k‘;\‘.llk hawk
1s a deity and totem for
\ustralian Abonginals

BIRD OF TUHE NIGIIT

Because of 1ts assoctation with the
night, the owl 15 widely seen as a
bird of 1ll omen with a cry that
heralds death and misfortune
the Celts the owl was a "might hag
linked to corpses. In parts of Africa
1t was associated with magic, and 1ts
head was used in prepaning spells

To

a5 mcorporated into the design of Greek coins
n ‘ - ; and was so popular that countries such as
BLACKBIRD y NIGHTINGALL lialy. Egypt, and Turkey 1ssued similar ¢

ALBATROSS

Because of its ability to
”\ areat dhistances over
water, the albatross 1s
a sy lllht‘l of the sea
and long ocean
journeys. When 1t
caircles a ship s
thought to herald the
advent of a storm and
is symbolic of rough
weather. In the West
there 1s an ancient
belief that the albatross
embodied the soul of a
dead sailor, and so 1t
was considered
extremely unlucky to
kill one, as reflected in
Colendge’s Rime of the

WOODPECKER

The woodpecker was
widely believed to have
magical powers and to
bring ¢ood luck. It was
sacred to Mars, Roman
L‘\‘\! of war, ‘“ld was
seen as a symbol of
hehtning and fire by
Germanic peoples. The
\1nu of ].li‘.lll viewed
1t as evil, but also
beheved that the
woodpecker was sent
by God to show them
I‘_\U.\ to ! ‘: W OLUL 1€

trunks to make boats

OSsTRICH

In !'H‘(E'.\"-"A l
OSILIICHh wWas r¢ [“-'\ \x- ¢
leave 1ts eggs 10 hatcl
mn :7'\ i"u at ol the sut
In some
Was seen as a sign oi

cruelty to us vouns

cultures thic

others as a svinbol ot

belief in the power of
o

the heavens The

ostrich also represents

the ¢ .\‘I.' nd

the “doctor bird.” and in Arab literature 1t 1s \ncient Manner

descnbed as a messer ger of love. However, 1t
also has negative associations. It aid 1o betray
secrets, and 1in Europe 1t 15 a symbol of the devil
and of watchcraft In Russian lore the
quail symbolizes the
in, with the hare as
the moon. The qual
was also a symbol of
HiERrON the tzars To the
The heron, ike | Chinese., as 1o the SEE ALSO
1OT 1 <OT I \ nH
OrK a 1 l in WS a Dovise
rane. 1 r <cnts bott { courage l'|| ( r 4
1N¢ 1l¢ 1nd Yatt WL ho Wi 1 T
ight 1o predict aged 1t symbolize VULTURI
r [ Wt |' [' li [d SOl 1D 'Il- 1 L ‘.I\O It 1SN ( Jd1 | V110 ¢ t \ 11431 7‘/.‘ n
[Rall r \Wa 1 Yo I t ree 1t 1 1 v f ar PELITaAN &
th rencew 1 1ned wit YO (| 11 na 1 1l I 1
T 1 1 mnr t ]
P N RaviNe
I 1 ¥ 3 F 1 1 1 1} tt 1 1
{ d ; ; I : Roostir ey |
¢l ] 15¢ Nnas n ¢\t 1 1 1 i ' re leh
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PEOPLE

A ncient societies believed that our very
1 bodies were microcosms of the universe,
and that our actions, particularly in
ritual, reflected our relationship with nature.
Still today, much of our behavior can be seen as
symbolic, from donning ceremonial gowns and
dressing baby girls in pink to participating in the

complex rituals surrounding birth and marriage.
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Pomegranate of

friatfulness
FOR MANY PEOPLE NOWADAYS, especially city dwellers, the fertility of soil is a
rather remote concept. But for thousands of years the fertility of the earth,

along with human fertility and thus the continuation of the species, was
the greatest preoccupation of humankind. All societies have had fertility

BRAZILIAN
WAIST
ORNAMENT

fertidity

straightforward sex symbols and

relate to the union of man and SILVER CHARMS
. This richly decorated

woman,; others have to do with waist ornament includes

the earth’s bounty:

womanhood

many 1tems connected with fertility and may
have been a gilt to a young brnide. Hanging i>rom
its garland ol flowers are silver keys, a hsh,
pomegranates, grapes, and a lestive tambourine.

FERTILITY DOLLS

Dolls such as these were worn by women and
young girls m Angola to enhance their feruhy:.
Fhey are made variously of corn cobs or forked
sticks and beeswax — the corn cob bemng self a

LINGA AND YONI

The linga 1s the most commonly worshiped form symbol of ferulity,

of Shiva, us phallus-shaped pillar representing the

it'\i as the male creative principle Here 1t 1s set —
into the voni, the vulva-shaped feminine element SEX SYMBOLS

Together they represent fertihty and creation
: he symbolism of sex varies greatly from culture to

culture according o hlestyle, social euquette, and

taboos In the Western world classic sex symbols tend

to be young and glamorous, and are olten film stars or

musicrans. Ohjects that symbolize male sexuality tend

1o be assoaiated with a phallic shape and with power,

whereas female sexuality 1s related 1o rounded shapes,
recepuvity, and abundance

PINEAPPLE QUILT
This American bridal quilt

1s ornamented with

pineapples, s mbols of hife
ind feruhity, and also
with meadow hlies

ind tulips, which

112¢ ve. Quilts
ire traditionall
wde as part of a Evis MARIIYN
ride’s trousseat x Known as “Elvis the Idolized by millions, |
when she marnes 3 pelvis,” the king of rock  Marilyn Monroe was
and are often il n’ roll was revered as  the classic Hollywood
designed 1o H much for his gyraung  sex symhol,
promote F hips and simmering doomed to
fruntfulness § good looks as his voice.  die young,
2 F

STILETTO SHOE
The high-hecled shoe operates g
on two levels. 1t elongates

ROCKE1 the leg, thereby
The rocket 1s a classic accentuating a
phallic shape and an object ~ Western symbol
of great power and thrust of lemininity;
In addition; 1t 1s symbolic and ns spiky

of what 1s essenually a heel suggests
male urge to conquer domunation.

man-the-hunter sets out 1o
penetrate the ulumate new
frontier — space.
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FERTILITY
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Sprouting leaves
of rh"‘ll\ ~

GREEN MAN
The foliate head has continued to be a symbol of hile and fertility from pre-
Chrisuan umes well into this century. In church architecture 1t stands for
the regeneranve force of Chnst. More recently 1t has been adopted as an
ecological symbol for preserving and protecting nature.

BIRTH

( ii\'ing birth 1s the ulumate 4
symbol of ¢reanon, and

as such 1s mythologized
throughout the world. In the
West babies often appear as
if by miracle, snatched by
storks from the cosmic
waters. In other parts of the
world the process 1s more direct
- resulung [rom the blessed
unton of man and woman

>

Woman
gang burth,
;'.(-")‘( d by

wo women

P PN

PINECONE
This vast bronze
pinecone 1s part of an | WHEAT SHEAF CORNUCOPIA

A sheaf of wheat or
corn 15 a well-known
symbol of the ferulity
of the earth and of
growth and abundance
It represents the
fruntful unton of the
sun and the soil

ancient Roman fountain
As the frunt of the pine
tree 1t 1s a powerful
symbol of hfe and
ferulity The Romans
assoctated 1t wath Venus,
goddess of love, and 1t
15 one of her emblems

The cornucopia 1s the
horn of plenty, spilhing
over with frut. Itis a
symbol of fertluy and
an aurbute of the gods
of vegetation. Its shape,
— a hollow horn - 1s
both female and male

LOVERS
This Japanese print 1s
an llustration from an
I8th-century “pillow
poem " It 1s one of
thousands of erot
pamntings depicung
the umon of male and
female The umon can
be seen as a pure ly
sexual act or as the
male and female
pnnciple combined
n a svmbolic act of
reation [llustrated
stones about men
taking their pleasure
WILN COUTTesans wert
highly popular at the

1me
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GODDESS OF
FERTILITY

This gold

figure

represents
Astarte, the
Canaanite
goddess of
fertthty, and
dates from the
16th century B
Although highly
styhzed. with a
pubic tnangle set
within a lareer one,
the sexual organs are
clearly defined

In this «

stork delivers a Daby Lo 1S «'.;‘

BIRTH PLATE

nlate
plate a

ommMmemorative

In :\'l!\.l‘\\ SLOTKS became

associated with birth because of

themr renowned devotion to

their young

PERUVIAN CHILDBIRTH

A single act ol creation
muroring the whole of creation
childbirth 1s seen as a moment
of sprritual vulnerabihty and 1s
often accompanied by rnituals
The umbilical cord 1s treated

with respect as a Ik between
worlds and sometmes, as m

Peru, may be preserved
by the lanuly

THITY SYMBOLS B3
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HUMAN BODY

THE HUMAN BODY is seen by many people as a microcosm of the universe.
In some parts of the world buildings are laid out with this symbolism

in mind. A Southeast Asian house, for example, has sections that
correspond to the human head, body; and feet, the head area being the
most sacred. In other parts of the world the body is referred 1o as the
“temple of the soul.” Composed metaphorically of the four elements, it
can be seen as representing life, and linking gods and humans. Gods, in
fact. frequently appear in human form, and the Bible tells us that “God
made man in his own image.”

EYES
The eye symbolizes the sun, the all-secing eve of God. and
eternal watchfulness, as well as the power of evil. It is the
window of the soul and the light of the body. The eyes on
Buddhist shrines symbolize wisdom and ommniscience,
whereas the widespread belief in an “evil eye” —and the
consequent need for a “lucky eye” — reflect the fear
that curses can be transmitted with a single glance.

A

LUNAR LY
In ancient l wpl the

ht eyve of Horus Lne

sky god. was his solar
Ve, and tr
(| R - {
wadjet eve Oor eve ol
he moon. This wadjet
mbolizes the I\. wer ol

t and was one of the most

¢ left eve his

sacred and

wertul protective amulets in Egyptian magic

ALL-SEFING SHRINI

:L["‘\ I

EYE OF WISDOM

[his 15th s an Islamic illustration
shaped mandala It
spintual gateway that leads to
ultimate ll‘Ull and wisdom

Within the soul’s outer circle
1s a smaller, inner one
which stands for a person’s
true spintual center

century |‘.'1
T an alime il\

represents the
soul Hn'; O

—
——y

/\/R

=

EYr 1poi

['his alabaster figure

with oversized eves
3500-3000 BC) 15 One¢

n i of thousands of similar
d suchdols lnuml at

PROW OF BOAT

the Eye Temple
tt fell Brak, in plwum
1 day Syna The

temple dernved s
name from its cache
ol visionary higures

499599

HAMLET AT THE GRAVE

SKULL

In this famous scene from Shakespeare's play,

the prince holds the skull of Yonck, a former
servant. The scene stresses the impermanence of
life and the pointless vamty of worldly matters,
both symbolized by the skull.

SKULL-AND-
CROSSBONES
In the 1600s,
varnations of the
skull-and-crossbones
cmblem were
adopted by pirates
as a sinister warning
of their eval intentions.
The emblem hilled saifors with dread, and
signaled death 1o all who saw 1t,

e

\

ToxGur

The tonguc 1s hkened to a flame because of 1ts
color and quick movements. It can be a fertiliny
symbol and also represents the voice of the deny
In some churches, devotees speak “in tongues.”
Here the Indian goddess Kal's protuding tongue
15 a symbol of her creative and destrucuive energy
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tn the East, large
carrngs were onee
worn by kings and
princes. The Buddha s
usually shown with
long ears, perhaps
stretched by such
earrings dunng his
youth as a prince.
Long ear lobes thus
signify both royalty

Nosrt

The nose may sigmfy
arrogance 1t 1t 15 raised
or wnnkled In
literature 1t 1s often
linked to the phaltus —
its s1ze used as a veiled
reference to male
prowess. In the story
Pinocchio, a big nose
symbolizes dishonesty

grew with every lie
that he told

BRAIN

The bram 1s equated
with the ntellect and
its locauion n the skull
gives the head its
Western connotatton
as being the scat of the
intelhgence.

since the puppet's nose

Termm

In many parts of the
world teeth are nally
filed at puberty as a
sign of beauty. In the
animal world barning
the teeth 15 a sign ol
defense or threar, but
in the well-known
story of Dracula the
fangs of the vampire
draw blood from
mnocent victims

the head of an orgamization, and n Japan heads are bowed
1n greeting as a sign of respect. This golden head 1s that of an
West African Ashanu king killed 1n battle.

Golden head of
by HEAD
The head 1s widely seen as the scat of the hle foree Mouth
within us and so as the most sacred part of the body. Head | The mouth gives judgment and so symbolhizes
hunters sought to capture this hfe force, which was equated | the word 1Tt can represent the all-devourning
I\’n;‘\"" - with ferulity and power. People in authonty are known as earth or a door nto the realm of the

unconscious The demon above, from a Barogue
ftahan garden, invites passers-by into his
cavernous mouth

e e T T B N B B T N T L T O N R N N N S Y Y N S S S S Y N .
e
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Hair
, } o, DREADIOCKS
Halr 15 often seen as holding the strength and energy of the body Drmalioe ¥ Wort
as 1t grows from the head, seat of spiritual power tn popular e
stones, hair worn loose denotes a free spirit, even wantonness l ‘f, ¥ e .
although 1in Chnistiamity 1t represents penitence or the virgin ‘Il' RS o
saints. Olten when hair s covered it is a sign ot respect tor God L “ et
Chrnistian nuns cut their hair short to symbolize their
renunciation of worldly vanity e , | i
SAMSON AND DELnAn re of Ethiopa
in the Bible, Samson performs leats of \\ ‘
extraordinary strength Delilah dhscovers ind matted
that his power hies in his long hair and hallenges the nom
betrays him 1o his enemies by cuting i off ot evervday tashion |
while he sleeps, thus
rendenng him as weak SHAVIN HEADS
and vulnerable as In many Buddhist secis monks and
any other nuns shave then heads as a sign
man of hunuliy  They are mutating
the actions of the Buddha, who
ot s long han when he '
cimbraced a hte ot ascenicisn
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THE HEART

- To Christians the heart is the source of love, joy. sorrow,
and compassion. Many Christian saints hold a heart as an
attribute, sometimes pierced by arrows or crowned
with thorns. In ancient Greece. the heart was the
center of thought, feeling, and will,
| while in Islam, it is the spiritual center.

SACRED HEART
This French LOVE
greeting card This 1s the classic symbol
depicts the of love: Cupid's arrow
sacred heart of  pierces a heart and his

' Jesus within a victun is struck by the
oy ¢ s < 1
S Pt e endett $ Sty unexpected pleasure and

lized crucifix
It combines a pan of desire

PLAYING ¢

O

ARDS
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HUMAN SACRIFICE
I numan sacringe

15 a form of

In Mesoamerica
cods, the deities

fed 1O maintain

e Aztecs

{

riodical
mic order. F¢

1 Was

o ol
tne center o
and 1t was

tnis that had to

} ( .
¢ olfered Lo the

1S 1O ensurg
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tertility
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NAVEL

The ancient Gres ks 'r‘l.lu'\l.

1¢ LOTN¢ irving in
f Delpht
) mark 1t he 1€ f the

world ney believed
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that two birds
Irom opposite ends of
the earth would meet
| ere. and so erected the
"l,; HOS. O1
physically represent the
center of the world,
from which all
onginated. Its rounded
top was a symbol of the
point of connection
b een the realms of
gods. of humans
lead

the dead

navel, to

reation
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SPLEEN

In European and Arab countries the spleen 1s
the seat of the humors: laughter, anger,

1ll-humor, and

melancholy. To
be “splenetic™
15 to be

melancholy.

LIVER

In China the
liver 1s linked
to courage and
filal duty.
Elsewhere, to be
“lily-livered™ 1s to
be cowardly.

INTESTINES
The twisung
nature of the
Intestines gIves
them their
svmbolic relationship

with the labyrinth of ife. In
some places the intesunes are
associated with compassion.

o

SKELETON
The personification of Death,
the skeleton is often shown

A% carrying a scvthe oran

,.\,‘ 7

hourglass as a remmnder of
the speedy passing of time.

RiBs
In the Bible, after God
created Adam, he
decided that Adam
needed a companion
He therefore caused
him to fall into a deep
sleep and, according
to Genesis, took out
one of Adam’s nbs
and fashioned 1t
Into a woman -
Eve. The nb1s
,  thus a symbol
\ of wife, born
from the
% body of
NN, man.
Q

¥
¢

v

BREASTS

Nowadays breasts are
often seen as sunply
erotic. However, 1n
the past, and sull in
many cultures, they
have primarily
symbohzed
motherhood and
abundance

Fertility goddesses
thousands of years
old are d('pltl&‘d as
large-breasted women,
sometimes in the act of
giving birth, making the
link with creation clear.

EARLY CHALK MAN, ENGLAND

PHALLUS

As symbol of fertility
the male sexual organ
represents the generative
forces of nature and
the Creator. An erect
phallus is depicted in
the art of many
countries as a powerful
symbol of regeneration
and renewal. This
English chalk figure
from Cerne Abbas is
1801t (55m) high.

COCO-DE-MER, SOUTH INDIA

VUuLvA

Thas strange palm nut,
known as a double
coconut or coco-de-
mer, 1s seen as a
symbol of the female
genitalia and so of
fertility and creation.
In India it was
worshiped as a
manifestation of the
vulva of the earth
goddess, and thus of
all creative energy.
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Hands, by their gestures, can signify blessing, " Y A Py !
. protection, justice, and authority. Healers often -‘.,,’T/C/é\*- P 14 . ':,;.. ‘
< - -~ PR Ll
work through the “laying on of hands,” and we / , e %% 9 3 i‘: l 7
) - X b & . o /o > . : 2
speak of giving a “helping hand™ when we assist Y L-\’ TV, 5 v ' N\
someone. Tivo people holding hands is a sign of Gy T ,// b D) ¢
. 1 WAL S - / ;l" . 1 ;
\. /‘/ / t )5 :

love and affection. oW

JOINED HANDS

tn 1973 a specual

1 ""\ I‘\ "\. ‘\:lol

was mnted to
commemorate Britain
jomning the European
Economic Community
[t features a series of
hands clasped m a

HAND OF TIIF FUTURE

1L Riasrnan hand wac ticed
This Roman hand was used

It bears : continuous crcle of
h as a rooster's = friendship
I inecone, which HANDPRINTS OF THE STARS
were inked to the cult of In Hollywood film stars leave their handprints
Bacchus and the visions of In wet cement as a lasting testament to therr HaxD or Gop
the future that arose out of fame. Thousands of fans try out the impressions This Jewish symbol of strength and
drunken revelry to see how they match up to their idols power 1s worn as a good-luck charm.
L _J

i
°
LEGS
\l [he ‘I-“:.\‘_v“_;;_“ d .‘\Rn\l,\
symbol has various If rarsed. the arms may
meanmgs. It represents | signity supphcation or
A the swaft-footed sun as | prayer They mav be
-': 1t rises, sets, and ebbs rarsed in batti
: cach day. It 1s a symbol = (beaning weapons
H of good luck, like the in surrender (oper
;: swastika, symbohizing palmed) Generally, tl
T fertlity .ll.\‘i regeneration arm sy ¢S actio
with its nunuous [he arm of justic S SPiNt
cvcle of footsteps, and nmimon metaphor, a This Eg
e¢mblem of Sterly and the taw.  In i
the 1sle of Man The ar
motto of the Isle of Mar rms repr
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DANCE & THEATER

DANCING IS MOVEMENT, ENERGY, EXCITEMENT. It is a part of everyday life as a
symbol of pleasure and as a ritual of courtship. In different cultures it is
associated with initiation ceremonies, fertility rites, rain, war, and death. It
is used in harvest festivals to improve the crop and in war rituals to induce
a state of frenzy. Many of today’s dances have developed from earlier
rituals; the maypole dance, for example, has its roots in Greek and Roman
rites of spring. Drama, with its more controlled actions and gestures,
provides us with a symbolic representation of the world we live in.

WAR DANCE

Native American
tribes of the plains,
such as the
Hidatsa, were
formed into
military "Dog
Societies.” The
Dog dancer,

Pehriska-Ruhpa
(Two Ravens),
enacts a war

e dance 1o enlist
. the aid of

spirits and

P (o prepare the
warrriors for battle.

LORD OF THE DANCE
Encircled by a ring of lire and on the back of the
dwart of 1gnorance, the Hindu god Shiva dances
t the end of one age and the start of another
He enacts death and rebirth in one

frenzied dance. With his drum

N e T 1 BAE hars f
b=} 1 DEAls Out tne pulse ot
VETSe and the

tne heart

PUPPETS
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GREEK TRAGEDY
k. 10 ancient Greece
drama presented
3 a powerfully
¥ symbohc
% portrayal of
human behavior
and emounions. By
resolving huge
1ssues such as

jealousy, love,

and incest, such
pertormances
b’ cnabled the audience

10 1denufy with the
characters and
overcome anxietles
in the process. Thus
drama often had a
heahng effect

MiMmE

Mime 1s a symbolic
form of drama that 1s
enacted wathout words
It uses only expressions
and gestures 10 convey
meaning, and so can
be “read” universally.

THAI DANCERS
The costumes ot
Thar dancers
make them look
like heavenly
creatures. Thetr
styhized dance
movements
reinforce this
impression.

CLASSICAL INDIAN DANCE GESTURES
Hand eestures used n classical Incdhan dance
are also used in modified form 1in Southceast
Asia They represent moods, actions, and
objects or creatures. Every movement of the
dancer is symbolic and has meaning,

T S

MASKS

Bu ause they present othen
faces and other reahnes
masks are
dance and drama In many sacred
rituals they are worn to represent the
gods or ancestors In Japanese Nol
‘ theater lll( actors are ]ll.l'lﬂlsl ind the
= dance” the moments of greatest imtensiy. The
masks are very sivhzed and denote gods, ch
types, or moods such as rage or vengelulnes

1 1
1sed everywhere ur

1nacien

"?’? e

CHANGING FACES
Native American Kwakiutl
dancers can take on more
than one idenuty with a
“transformation mask.”
When the dancer pulls levers
and strings, the outer mask
opens up to reveal another

NOH MASK HUSK MASK
Japanese Noh theater  Nauve Amenican

1s distinetive lor s use  lroquos dan
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of painted wooden vear masl .
masks. The muask brar 1

represent hve nera lor th
group male, female, 1he pY
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MAGIC & CHARMS

THROUGH FAIRY TALES WE BECOME AWARE OF the world of magic and ritual at
an early age. As adults, many things in life remain mysterious to us —
what we cannot explain by rational means we may try to explain by
magic. Similarly, when we find ourselves powerless to
mntml the forces that affect us, we may look to
magic. Many people still use DPLHD to cure illne
to harm enemies, or to ensnare a lover. Even the
skeptical among us may wear lucky charms, avoid
walking under ladders, and consult fortune tellers. Magic
and ritual, though disparaged by some as superstition, are still
practiced by many people throughout the world.

FENG SHUI COMPASS |

Feng Shui 1s an ancient

R
//( AN

WITCH Chinese art based on %\ b
According to folklore LOVE POTION lving in harmony with i okt
witches could fly on | one’s surroundings. PAN 3‘;
broomsticks, brew Using this compass, Y
. § X . P
magic potions, and Feng Shui diviners N EGYPTIAN
cast spells. Once they locate the right T MAGIC KNIFE
were thought to be 11 combinations of \\\_5
league with the devil clements, such as time, | ' %
and thus were symbo wind, and water, which e Serpent
f evil. Women healers determne the best sites - \ armed with
were often branded as for homes, temples, or Lt Jerufe
witches. By 1700 mor bunal grounds = |
than 200,000 had W r
been put to deatl A\:
"\\ A
N,

Fivi -POINTED STAR
An upside-down
Pﬂll‘[aL

SV nn,. of evil R _'l 1

Coms strung
together to
Cover \\\""!

hape

MoONLY

EGYPTIAN KNIFE
This curved knife of
animal bone was used
I ancient Egypt to
strengthen the weak
parts of a house. It
would have been
drawn against the
relevant area to create
a magical protective
barrier. The various
animals and patterns

\.\i‘ up, as her CURLS depicted on it endow
mbolized light an Money is a | the knife with their
\pmvvulnx and was | symbol of | collective power.
painted on houses power, and so
ward off witches hy extension 1t NATIVI
has come to be AMFRICAN

MIRROR

' \ A /hen all else fails, unsuccessful lovers often resort
ind the to magic to heguile the object of their desires
n literature. This ould take the form of love
1ally made from phalli
1andrake ginseng
1. Many foods

haped ingredients
or ginger, plus

root

priate spe

umbued with
spintual, as well as
practical, properties
In China a sword
made of coins was
hung over the hed of a
sick person to dispel
the demons or evil
spirts that nught be
causing the illness.

LovE pOL1S

These male (nght) and
female (left) dolls are
traditional Native
American medicine
charms. In the

VE CHARMS

Menominee tribe, the dolls were given the

N

1NANCETS

ire reputed to be
ind are used in
1ige-old love pouon |

names of a couple and tied facing each other to
make sure they remained faithful to one other.
In the Potawatonu tnibe they were used as love
charms to draw two people together
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FOUR-LEAF CLOVER
Finding a clover with
four rather than three
leaves 1s so rare that a
four-leaved clover has
become a wadespread
symbol of good luck
The four leaves
represent tame
wealth, a faithful
lover, and good health
—all tmportant
components of
happiness

HORSESHOE

The horseshoe 1s made

of iron, which has
power over the Evil
Eye. It brings tuck of
1t 1s hung on a door
with the open end
uppermost, because 1t
will then catch good
luck and hold 1t safely
If it 1s hung upside
down, 1t 1s considered
untucky - the luck
will run out.

MAGIC

DicE

Dice represent
chance - the random
painng of numbers
symbohzing life’s
unpredictability. Thus
the phrase “the die s
cast” means that one’s
fate has been decided
Dice are also a
Chrnistian symbol:
after the Cructifixion,

soldiers threw dice for

Christ's cloak.

& CHARMS
2 %a Ta Ve Ya Ya Ve Y %o Ta Ve ¥a T %o Ve ¥

' MAGIC EYE

A beliel in the Evil
Eye 1s widespread in
the Mediterranean
and the Near Fast.
Charms that look like
eyes are thought 1o

turn away the Evil E ye

or de ”L\[ the look \'I
anyone with evil
mtentions. Such
charms are often
made of glass 1o make
them seem hifelike.

e 2 R Y
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MAGIC CARPET

Riding on a magic carpet is the stuff of many
dreams. Flymg symbolizes release ol the spint
and the overcoming ol all physical limnations
King Solomon had a flying carpet that
carried hum, his throne, and both
his armues wherever he wished
In The I,\‘L‘I
\ll'] {s
\l.lddlll also "

flew on a ’%{

carpet

REMAN VIITIVE LEC

VOTIVE LEG
Gifts are often
promised to gods
tn return tor a
favor, such as
curing an illness
This bronze votive
leg, dedicated by a
Roman named

Caledus, was probably

a symbol of his
gratnude for having
been cured of a
leg injury or
infection

PROTECTIVE GARMIN|
l"‘ & f,lnm o 11

ndershirt is

¢ hule fig
bone
1 |

one s bod

thir Par
Pa 1Ny 1

T I

Wit 1

mag 1

used in h

ures
leather, nuts, ane

. AR 1 +
PI( ding prote 0l

WITCH'S FAMILIAR
FL", JUSE 1O ld s Cal

id 1 €9 spicde [HaY: 11¢

FOR GOOD HEALTH
The Nte'va people of the Upper Congo in West

| wood, 10

such as this one madt up ol rags
watch over

Iron

POWER TO PROTECT

Many people wear charms to protect
themselves from illness and danger.
Certain objects and images are also
ealing the sick and are thought
to be able to absorb illness. thus ridding
a sick person of disease. Other objects
are thought to give off energy, repel
evil, or instill powers.

Alnica
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.

,_f p/ =
LIGHT CURE

| A erystal will
refract hght
In many
direcuions. It 1s
thought that
when a crysial s
placed on the body
tts energy will be
absorbed and have
a healing effect

Toorn FAIRY

Faines people children’s
stones as well as ther
imagimations  [he

have magieal powers
dll\i are gencratly

svyimbols ol Lo
lairy codmothers car

ht the wi

world e
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MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

ATTERN of the

the sounds of the
instruments are associatec

truth, revelatior

10N

MUSIC REPRESENTS THE
universe,
svmbolize harmony and oneness with
nature. They bring pleasure but

> Y
L\u\

and ecstasy

PEOPLE

TVl T Vo Y U Ve Vi Vo VL U Ve Vi Y % VL

)RDERED [
and musu‘dl instruments

may spell danger, pipes in
particular
lurc listeners to their doom.
Stringed instruments represent
ens, while percussion
I with divine

- having the power to

DRUMS

The drum symb

MILITARY DRUM

IAN LABLAS

tee

GONG

[l

1e gong 1s tradinonally used 1n Buddhist

temples to mark the stages of the service and 1o

P«

) 1 ~ff
VATA Ol €

vil spints. Itas a valued religious
object i the East and 1s often highly ornate,

as in this example found in Borneo. In secular
use, sounding

part

the gong signals a call 1o dinner,
icularly in a formal setung

CYMBALS Mu-yu
[hese ancient Mu-vu means wooden
percussion instruments | fish in Chinese. These
date back to 3000 instruments are played
and are sull wadely n temples and are
1sed today. In worship | symbolic of ceaseless
they symbolize contact | prayer because, like
vith the heavens, and fish, they never seem
lbetan te ”]‘;L‘ 1O rest
y are sounded in
\ hip ol
Buddhist deines
Brii
l( ‘I". ‘A"‘A}‘l‘]il\‘
contact netween yll:'AlK\'l.
and earth. It nngs out Headd
VOlICe Ol ';ll d1vine

Llar announces the

ddhist

"i\ NATrmn¢ .\‘ll}
mos. In the Weste
rld the church bell
to prayer, but can also
inded as a warning

sanctus bell at the

m

1S 4

i Chnist It

A countries
s rung or struck
v\‘,
small bells

volions

.

’ )
cetestidl power

ELECTRIC GUITAR
Since the 1950s the
electric guitar has come | §
to symbolize youth and
rebellion, with groups
vying with each other
to create the loudest
sounds. The guitar itself
has male associations,
with certain musicians
using it in performance
as an exaggerated
phallic symbol.

A Chinese scholar
should be accomphshed
in the four arts -
literature, painung,
chess, and music - and |
the zither, or gin, was

the symbol of music. ‘
According to Chinese |‘
lore, a zither played by
a sage had the power
to reveal to hum the
essential truth. The
mother-of-pearl chsks
mark finger posions

CHINESE ZITHER ‘
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ORPHEUS’S EYRE
Orpheus, musician to
the gods. enchanted all
amimals through his
playing of the lyre and
even succeeded 1n
calming a storm-tossed
ocean In his hands the
music ol the lyre calmed
all beings, causing
them to be aware only
of him.The lyre’s seven
stnngs corresponded to
the seven known
planets, and 1ts sides to
the relationship between
heaven and earth.

Gold Irish
q
shamrocks on

Hagrp

natonal green

LuTtE

Popular in Europe
from the mid-15th
century, the lute is an
attnbute of music. It s
also a symbol of puriy
and faithfulness. In
Western art, when
shown with a broken
string 1t signifies
discord.

An attnibute ol King David in the Bible, the harp
symbolizes sacred music in both Judasm and
Chrisnanity, and angels are frequently depicted
playing harps St. Augustine expluns the ten
commandiments in terms ol the ten strings in

David's harp In Celuc lore the h.lrr 1S an
attribute ol the fire god Dagda. and 1

he harp 13

a symbol both of Ireland and of Wales

e e e e e e g e e R e e R e e L e T T Y

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

TRUMPETS

The trumpet or bugle was blown as a call to
arms i Roman times and has been associated
with battle or fame ever since. Traditionally, a
trumpet fanfare heralds the arrival of
royalty or important persons. Fame
personified is often shown
holding a trumpet.

Tue LAST JUDGMENT

Both the Bible and the Koran state
that the trumpet will be sounded
on the Last Day, when the dead
shall be raised.

Roval
Horse
Guards

flag

BUGLE
The bugle 1s a valveless
trumpet. In military
camps 1t 15 sounded to
play the reveille that
heralds the morning
and taps to mark the
end of the day.

THE LAST JUDGMENT (DETAIL), MICHFLANGELD. 1536-41

CEREMONIAL TRUMPET
The trumpet, with 1ts masculine and
authoritative associations, 1s used at
ceremonies and grand occasions in
many countries.

Moroccan
| ceremontal trumpet

FLUTE

The shape of the flute gives
1t a phallic masculine
cdimension, while us tone
1s gentle and fenmuinine.
In Hindwism Knshna's
flute 1s said to be the
voice of eternuty calhing
all hving beings to
himself More generally,
the flute 1s sometimes
associated with anguish
and extremes of

emotion In Chnstiamity
1t symbohizes the soul's
longing for God

ORGAN

A church instrumient,
the organ has come to
symbohize the pratse of
God, St Cectha, patron

saint of music . 1s sad
to have mvented 1t and
dedhicated 1t to the

U DR N FRRRRRRENREEICCR

SHENG ;) service of the Lord

The Chinese mouth

organ onginated 3,000 .

years ago and 18 made SEr ALso

up ol 17 mdmidual Bity o P a3

bamboo pipes bound v
BuGLy ex & R (€

PaN PiPES
Played nowadays in
the Andean region ol South

together and held
within a mouthpiece
It 1S a very ancient <

DruMs 3 |

GOoNG 63 B

symbol of the phoenia Amenca, pan pipes represent the : =
which it 1s said to harmony of nature, In Greel e e G
resemble. The sheny levend they were carried by the - 5

18 plaved at weddings god Pan and by satyrs, and had the '

and funerals power to entrance all who heard them

81

u
|

s % %o Yo %o

. 50 %a %e Y Ya T Te T e Ta T T4 Ta Te e %a Ta Ta T Te T Ye Te Te Te T Ta Ta e Ta g

0 50 50 e Ta Ta Y Te e e %o % Ya e Te T % T e e %

b9

L % Yo Yo Yo %o %o Ue %

e T Y T2 %5 %2 %a Ya e Ya

(]

| % Yo Ta ¥ Vo Vo ¥ Vo Vo Vo Vo ¥



life — its force has inspired poets, writers, and artists from time immemorial
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LOVE & MARRIAGE

A POPULAR VIEW IS THAT LOVE MAKES THE WORLD GO ROUND. Love is central to

the world over. Love binds man to woman, mother to child. It can be
sexual, the powerful attraction of opposing and complementary

forces found in nature, or platonic, the deep, binding
emotion that forms the fabric of our society. In a more
spiritual context, love reflects the longing of the soul for
God or ultimate truth. The sexual act is then an expression
of the souls urge to merge with the cosmos.

THE TWO SIDES OF LOVE
B o e e R

IReA TR TR Ty D T

Lips

Lips pursed into a kiss
§ areaclassic symbol of
love or sexual attraction
— the red lipstick kiss
ends many a passionate

N 1

¢ love letter. Lipstick on
the collar, though,
signals infidelity

o

D¢
¢

cnun

14

ired 1n the 16th century, with its imagen
lentahity 1n
t. these cards often depict love symbols such

Lovers transformed

WILLOW PATTERN

[his plate shows the Chinese story of Koong-
sec and her lover, Chang. The girl's father forbids
their marriage, so the tovers flec just as the
lcaves fall from the wallow. Soldiers pursue them
and kill Chang, so Koong-see, heartbroken, sets

fire to herself. The lovers are then transformed
mto doves, emblems of their constancy

Winged Cuprd KRISHNA AND
RADIIA

KANGE

Dwin hearts aflam g
C 1785
Red rose ymbols of
! nate lo
Valentine's card
pecding to it
destination

White turtle dove of
¢ and fidelity

Forget-me-nots
ymbols of

vedrning

V E CARI

Victorian umcs. Exchanged on

tine’s Day was originally known as the

Lef that birds selected their mates on
de it a day for declarations of love.

82

VENUS AND CUPID, L.UCAS CRANACH THE ELDFR,1545

his painting shows

Cupid at lus mother’s
side, n tears becausce he
has been stung by bees.
Venus, 1 response,
reproves Cupid for
inflicting more painful
wounds on others than
bec sungs. Both Venus and
Cupid are gods of love and
here represent the two sides
of love = the pleasurc and the

HONEYCOMB OF
PURITY AND
SWEETNESS

pamn. Cupid covered in bees
is symbolic of love’s sting in the tail.

KRISHNA'S LOVE
In this scene Krishna sits in a
forest glade with Radha, his
favorite gopi, or milkmaid.
All the gopis love Krishna,
the embodiment of
heavenly love, but Radha
is the one who captures
his heart. The love of
the gopis for Krishna
represcnts the
& 9E  longing of
. the soul 1o
merge with
God.

1
:
|
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Love & MARRIAGE

MARRIAGE

and the untting of opposites to form a complete whole.

PIECE OF CAKE
The wedding cake has been
part of wedding celebrations
since Roman times. Bnde
and groom must cut the
first slice 1ogether to
symbolize hfelong
harmony, and their
eating of the cake 1s
assoctated with
sexuality. W4
Sharnng the
cake among
the guests
represents the
union of the
two familes.

Bnight clothes
symbolize luck
and fertithiey

CHINESE WEDDING
| Chinese legend recounts how the man in
the moon ties invisible threads around the
legs of newborn boys and girls

1o link their destinies.
When they grow up, they
are wuresistibly drawn to
each other, and marnage
1s inevitable.

WEDDING BANDS
The custom of giving
engagement rings goes
back to Roman nimes
although the tradinional diamond rnng — symbol
of faithfulness — dates only from the 15th
century. The plain gold band of the wedding
nng symbolizes eternity and the cycle of life

Horseshoe of

:AH‘J luck

BLESSINGS
The practice of showering newly marrned
couples with confetti or rice comes from the
East, where rice 15 a symbol of fertthty. ltis
thrown so that the coupte might be blessed
| with many children. In Saxon umes red and
‘ white rose petals were thrown to represent
the union of passion and puny

Symbol of good huck, parncudarly

when tied to back of newlvweds' car

1 .
on the cd

unted in hife

Bnde and

groom, umted

The ritual of marriage is conducted in some form in every society
and 1s traditionally a contract uniting two families. In some cases
a man may marry more than one wife, while occastonally, as in
Nepal and Tibet, a woman marries several brothers. Whatever
form the marriage takes, it is a celebration that symbolizes the
union of god and goddess, heaven and earth, man and woman,

LA

INDIAN WEDDING

An Indian bnde’s red san stands for
fertihty. Here the bridal couple 1s
literally bedecked with good wishes
The fragrant garlands ot roses and
tuberoses represent beauty and
happiness, while the bank notes are
symbolic of prosperny

, ,

Stlver bells

to ward of
1

evil spunts

himney sweep

wishing a bride

1
If‘l""“.!h vis d

good omen

Red roses of love

and passtor

Dec
hke tracery 1

constdered

wdalive ldee

HENNAED HANDS
In the Middle East
and India bndes
hands are mtnicately
pamted i red for
gﬂ\‘\l lll\ ‘\ lhf ¢ \l
colonng comes from
the dye of the henna
plant. A bnde's
appearance would b
mcomplete without nt

|
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SIVER LOCKET

The heart 15 the classic
symbol of love
although 1t also

WINGED HEART
This symbol combines
the emblem of the
hean, representing lov

HEART AS WORD
In the “1 love New
York™ logo the heart i
unmiversally recognized

Cll()( OLATL THILARI
With aphrodistac as
well as romantt

connotations

represents sincerity with the charactensuc as a symbol of love chocolate has lor

ind compassion wings of Cupid or making the use of the | been the food of love
Heart-shaped lockets Eros, god of love word wself given at tmes of
with a pill o of a loved | A doubly powerful Unne ary Th elebration or as a
one, or perhaps  lock | image, it represents the | one of the most oken ol aff

of their hair. arc power ot love to Hy familiar latter-da neart-shape |
common gifts of into the heart of PICLOZTAMS 1N Use 1s probably a
hu'l’ul-hl{\ MNYONC toda \Valentime s Da

HIEARTBROKIN

[he l\h:..xr to be

b

Y]

carted " has

Wa

11C | PR
1 l 1 niw
1y 11
Pa " Ol
N rnecl

SEF ALSO

BLESSINGS 63

TIEARIS 2
I

RRISHNA'S LOVE ®

F
Lirse
VALENTINE CARD ®
TET Al 1
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CLOTHING

CLOTHING Is AN EMOTIVE ISSUE, reflecting the ways in which society regards
individuals in terms of sex and status, and also how individuals regard

A AL T LT AL LTSS

MATERIALS
T’nc matenals we choose to wear are highly

significant. Shinky synthetics, for example,
show a pride in one’s body and flirtatiousness.
Cotton, by contrast, is functional and economic;
Gandhi spun his own as a symbol of India’s
independence and would wear nothing else.

themselves. What you wear says a great deal about who you are, or who
vou wish to be. More powerful members of society tend to wear more
elaborate clothing in public. for instance, and it is often of finer,
more expensive. cloth. Clothes can be sensible or seductive,
businesslike or frivolous. Youth characteristically dons clothing
to denote rebellion, although vouth fashions
often develop into mainstream fashions.

—

SILK

FIG LEAF T

The fig leaf, as th

i

=

COTTON

A

I

«mm:m
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SAILOR'S TOP

al sallor-

rzontal | BELT BUCKLES BLUE JEANS

S I nen. buckles are Jeans arc esscnuial items
S s s for for young people Fur
& showing individualut throughout the world
St 1 -\\“.:‘ S s¢En as
g ge( Soutl fashtonable can be
¢ \ n ¢ surprisingly expensive

Spun by silkworms fed
on mulberry leaves,
silk has always
representcd luxury.

Traditionally worn by
working people,
homespun cotton 1s a
symbol of simphcity

Functional in some
cultures, furis a luxury
item, or a symbol of
cruel death, 1n others

LAcE

Lace was a symbol of
privilege. It was made
by working women for
the upper classes.

TARTAN

The checkered patterns
of tartans are like
heraldic devices, each
denoting a Scottish clan.

LEATHER

Leather 1s functional and
rcadhly available. Today
1t is often associated
with youth culture.

FASHIONS IN FOOTWEAR

Shoe stvles reflect social and culwural atttudes
and tell us something about a person. To
remove shoes on entering a temple or home
1s symbolic of leaving earthly matters
outside the door as a mark of respect

G-
S R NGy

gainst glamour b GLASS SLIPPER
met In the tale of Cinderella, the glass shpper
represents truth and transformauon. When

{ t f1r
YO! S

into the shoe shce left at
.1“\1 \h\'

o |1Y Incess

ce recognizes her

med {rom pauper

I 1T
t 14 TH-CENTURY SHOL
ire the These shoes, worn by noblemen
reached an amazing 18in (46¢cm
nar SITe A status symbol to some, the clergy

ta viewed them as the work of the devil

JAPANESE CLOG

Thesc Japanese shoes are for
outdoor use. Their dcep
wooden soles —

somc in (10cm)

high - add stature to
the wearer and induce
a delicate gait.

CHINESE SHOE
Unul early this
century 1t was
common in China
to bind women'’s
feet. Symbolically,
uny feet E
reinforced
the 1nage

ol women as
dehcate and helplcss, and 1t also
preventcd them from straying

SNEAKER

Sports shoes have become the
status symbols of our ume, with
accompanyingly high prices. They
are worn not for
their onginal
purpose, but as
cveryday
wear

for both
men and
women

OBt
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HEADGEAR
In most cultures the covering or uncovering of the head is
redolent with meaning. Depending oun the religion, places of
\\'or»*hlp require covered heads or uncovered
ones. Hats are a sign of respect as well as an
mmkduu indication of status and occupation.

)

Top HAT

Immortalized by the dancer Fred Astaire, the

: top hat came 1nto fashion m the 1820s and

| remains the ulumate symbol of male elegance
Worn less often nowadays, 1t complements the

tailcoat at weddings and other formal occasions

BERET
The circular beret 1s
associated both with peace

The relationship
and war. In navy blue 1t 1s

between height and

status 1s evident in y _ 9 the classic symbol of the
the range of chef’s ' French working man; in

' other colors, notably red
and green, 1t 1s a symbol
of military courage
and excellence.

hats, from lowlv dish-
washer to respected \ N\

Mas
l CHEE’S ORDER
} chef / “’\ |,/r‘

master

CHADAR WITH VEI
In orthodox Mushm
countries women arg
velled outside the

FEZ
This was pan of Turkish
national dress until the

I8 TH-CENTURY WIG
\\'1"\ were worm |\'.'

both sexes in the 18th
T

century. [hey were a country became a
sign of affluence and  republic in 1923, and home so as not to
high status the hat was outiawed draw male attentiol

MORI1 ARBOARD EXTRAVAGANZA TuUrBAN
‘Iw nved :_”: acan »n“, '\‘,"w . I ‘i’,' at 'E“r \v!""?” ) hraaohr
A | ] \ 1 out I 1 (RO ¢ West
] 1 3 1 1 [ 1 T 1
% 4 %E AT % E 0 - L N

CORSIT

Corscts of the early
1900s were reinforc L'\l
with whalebone and
were designed to
exaggerate the natural
curves of a woman's

body. A tiny waist was
the 1deal, and corsets
have come to
symbolize the way n
which women
willingly subject
themselves to pain in
the pursuft of fashion

The higt
neck suggest
modest

\ Lol
\ \
1!
g
&=
;‘) \‘
R
}
GLOVES

Origmally gloves were
a symbol of power and
were presented at
investiture ceremonies
Unul recently, a lady
or a gentleman was
always expected to
wear gloves in public
To handle with kid
gloves 1s to treat
someone or something
with the utmost care.

TiEs

Given the fairly
code of dress that men
are ¢ \l\'\h \i o
conform to, ties are¢
one ot lh\ fesw areas of
S€ .l'k \PT\ sslon \'p\ n o
them. A man may
choose to wear a club
tie or muilitary te to
signify his affilhation to
that organizauon, or
he can strike out 1n
any number of more
IH\il\J\.iU.ll ways

nad

EDWARDIAN DRESS
This fashionable figure
shows how Edwardian
\lh"\\'* \il\[\‘”\ \l 'lk

b 'dj- The bust was
pushed forward and
the hips back in what
was known as the
S-shape: It was not
unusual for women to
faint from the pressur
on their lungs

SkEr

Brit puchiise

ALSO

FASHIONS IN TOOTWIAR €
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vV J EWELRY
E T:\'_\m IONALLY JEWELRY IS BOUGHT As A GIFT, usually celebrating the
e important stages or events in a persons life — from L,hustcnmg
H presents to 21st birthdays, weddings. and anniversaries — or a

S Y

PEOPLE

particular relationship of love or friendship. Its symbolism lies not so

# much in its form as in what the item represents; whether it is the plain
SerPE gold ring that binds a man and woman together or a locket with a
70 loved one’s photograph. Much of our jew Llr\ has ancient origins —

a child’s charm bracelet is e
jewelry: the charms protect t

AFRICAN BEADS

LEG ORNAMENT

PACIFIC CHARM

>Sser mall\ a modern version of amuletic
the °r from harm.

Bl \R (1 AW'S
'.‘ S ‘u‘r\ ace
made rom the
claws of several
] cars, was 131\'

€ DOSSess1on

American chiet
Like other
from nails

, OT TUSKS, 11

pleces

0
denoted status, partly
ecause of the prowess

ved in Kill :-;l'l‘\

obtain the claws

"'«
»’
il o

THAI EARRINGS

A love of intricacy and delicacy is visible in these
18th-century earrings. Made from gold-painted
ammal skin, they represent mythical creatures. |

EGYPTIAN COINS
Although jewelry
oftten SH mhoh_u
wealth, in many
cultures the
relationship is more
direct — jewelry
actually is wealth. On
marrying, girls are given
coin necklaces, headbands,
ind even belts as part of
their dowry. The wealthier
the family, the greater the
value of the coins.

FRUITFULNESS
Symbols of
feruhity abound
in the lk‘\\(ll'} ol
different culwures
trom Egypuan
cowrie-shell amulets
to the Spamsh higa,
or clenched fist. The
concern with fertihty
may be less marked now;,
but the symbolism still abounds,
as in the decorauve examples of
frunt shown here

POMEGRANATF

[his pendant
was "1‘9(1\ by
1 \.1 enecan
nar 500 BC and would almest
€n worn oy a young
Fhe many-seeded pomegranate has
111071 with fertility

AMETHYST GRAPES
Thas cluster of grapes
may well have been a
wedding present from
groom to bride — the

grapes are an ancient
symbol of ferulity.

Grapes were associated
with all the pleasures,
and excesses, of wine.

VINE LEAVES
Dating from
about 1850,
this gold
pendant is
covered n
grape vines, %
symbols of
Bacchus, Roman
god of wine and revelry.

N S o v v v
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SIGNET RING
Examples of swiveling signet nngs date back to
the 15th century 8¢ They were both functional

i | and a mark of status since only a person of
considerable wealth could have his image carved
onto a stone By pressing the nng onto damp clay
the owner was able to seal and 1dentify his goods.

MOURNING JEWELRY

The death of a loved one is marked by a
series of rtual and symbolic acts. People
adopt different colors of dress and shed

thew everyday jewelry in favor of more

somber forms of adornment, demonstrating
that they are in mourning. In the Western
world, black is the traditional color of
mourning, and jet the classic stone.

This dove
1 1
bears the heart

of aloved on¢

LOCK OF HAIR
The brooch below swivels so
that it can be viewed from
both sides. The back holds
a lock of hair, symbol of
an absent friend.

RING
In the 17th century,
finger nngs such

as the onc above
would have been
handed out to
rclatives at a
funeral.

UNDYING LOVE
Jet became popular
during Qucen
Victoria's reign
when mourning
jewelry was at 1ts
most fashionable

GLOVED HAND
This jet brooch 1s
of a gloved hand

holding a funeral wreath.

CHINESE PADLOCK
Thus lock 1s tradmionally
given by a father to his
young child in order to
lock wn the child’s spirit
and stop evil forces
from stealing 1. One
hundred fanulies
contnbute toward the
purchase of the lock.
In so doing they
become the child's
honorary guardtans,
bound to protect the

CHARM BRACFLET
Silver charm bracelets
are thought to protect
the wearer - often a
child - from harm
This one has a lucky
horseshoe, a wishing
well. and a wise
monkey, plus a fish
and a frog for fertility
The fashion of weanng
charm bracelets 1s
relatively recent, a
specifically Western,

20th-century form of

child throughout his

amulenc jewelry or her hfc

VICTORIAN BUCKLE BRACELET

Jewelry wath buckles was popular in the 1800s,
| | both as nngs and as bracelets What they all
represented, however subtly, was an era of male
dominance. The man gave the piece to a loved
one and, in doing up the buckle, she willingly -
or unwatingly — acknowledged him as her owner

o &9
B %
A !.:,5 AN\
L =2

e

LeCKY AT THE HUNT

Punng the hevday of SYMBOL OF 1OVI

hunung, jewel-studded

foxes. hounds. and a classic emblem of love
niders were ver I represented 1n jewe

n vogue The e meanmgs depending on t
were worn for } finge:

iNd were also symbol touct 1, tor example

!l the landed gentr 1 hist, instead. 1s a symbo

e e e e e e e e N S Y Y

v and take

30TH ANNIVERSARY
A symbol of beauty and
perfection, the pearl
has long been the jewel
of love. If the diamond
15 the “king of jewels,”
the pearl is the queen
Pearls are the birth-
stones of those born in
fune and also the gems
that mark a 30th
weddimg annmiversary

This 18th-century choker with clasped hands

lL.llul\ are olten
n chitterent
he position of the

A\ single hand with thumb and torefinger

1 tahisman

fertiliy

AN ¢

ENGAGEMENT RING
The custom of giving FORGLI-ME-NOT
engagement rnngs gocs Flower jewelry
back to Roman thmes takes on the
The rings werc often symbolism of
plain iron circles, the the particular
shape symbolizing the flower mvolved
cycle of hfe and etermuty In giving this
In the 15th century brooch, an adnurer
diamonds — emblems was probably hopmg that
of fidehty — were added he would not be forgotten
10 thesc sumple bands
In addition to fidehty _ _
diamonds were thought )k & s
to protect agaimst all | N )
the forces of evil N ) 4})5;'
& v V\-'v“r“\ i
N === .
SEE ALSO
\FRICAN BEADS B2
LOvVE RING CHARM BRACTLET ER
i OVEe TNy e e AT
FAMILY MEMINTO fasl ble n 1l ENGAGIAENT RING
Before the cra of the 181 nt N LOVE RING £8° W
camera, those who mtercor tng |
could attord nt 1 ! = tha FRULTEDENTSS B3
onmmissioned sped toget { ty Crla?
mintature enamelec ! wart 116G ORNAMINT €
;\‘.-'71;',“r"v“ 1 ¢ ) el | roma ] 1
Fashiona csntl NMOURNING JEWFERY B9
lnclies eauld thel fwen thet ihe Fihes e | Hirrst 9
r heart at all tin nnever b parated
> %% W B O O O e .9t 3%
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— Crown
The crown 1s a symbol
of sovereignty and

ROYALTY

THE INSTITUTION OF ROYALTY is highly symbolic. Many fonor

Asian courts were laid out as microcosms of the umverse,

with the throne, at the center of the palace, representing

the sacred mountain at the axis of the world. A king had Seepter }

Onginally a magical
symbol, the scepter
stignifies the king's
responstbility for
his people’s
prosperity ‘
Ermine
The winter coat |
of the weasel, [
ermine is a roval
fur It symbolizes

punty and
incorruptibility

four chief queens and four chief ministers, symbolizing
North, South, East, and West. The health of the nation
and the land depended on his health. In parts of Africa
and southern India the king was ritually sacrificed
while still strong and virile, so that the shedding of
his blood might renew the fertility of the soil and
thus ensure the well-being of his people. Kings have
been widely believed to rule by divine right, and in
some cultures to be semi-divine.

KiNG Orb

Mantle

The mantle
denotes f
protection, as
well as mystery
and
transformdation

Throne

cuss — POWER GAMES

i ' Many games are based on the balance
I power and involve kings, queens,
courtiers, and armies. The object of the
game can be to defeat the other players
by conquering their court and army, or to
build up a royal power base with which to

Playing
'I".lll]‘ ones opponents

cards are divided into
four suts, each of
whicli 1s headed by us
own king, queen, and
jack (or prince). Packs
of cards also include
two jokers or jesters, 1
more powerful than
therr lowly utle
suggests. In many
games the
t;n.ll 1S 1O
build up eards to
complete the suits
symbolically
placmg the king
F ( p his personal court

> N . W
PHARAOH . ¢ ' ‘ W
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ROYALTY
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EMPEROR UMBRELLA

In China and Japan the emperor 1s the Son of The umbrella, or
Heaven, symbol of the moral order and more properly the
responsible for maintaining harmony between parasol, represents the
heaven and earth. The Moghul emperors of India | canopy of heaven and,
took on a similar role. Here the first Moghul with 1ts rayhke spokes,
emperor, Babur, receives envoys. the sun nself. It is a

symbol of royalty in
parts of Asia.

SEAL
All documents of state
or letters written by a
king would be sealed
with the monarch’s
own seal,
representing
authonty and power.
The seal can be a
symbol of belonging
PRINCE & PRINCESS to God
The pnnce 1s usually seen in legends as a hero, an
embodiment of courage and moral action The
nneess 1s a symbol of the highest good and
[:camy The pnince endures hardship to bnng

about change or rescue a capuive pnncess. In the Fry

same way truth can be obtained only after a WHISK

spintual struggle Possibly
onginatng

from the flail,
an instrument
ol submission,
the fly whisk 1s a
symbol of rovalty
in Eastern and
Afrtcan cultures

CROWN JEWELS

The crown jewels, the essential accoutrements
ol royal office, have assumed almost mystical
significance for a ruling monarch. Without
them, he or she would lose all authonty The
g crown jewels, orb, and scepter are

181H- NOE esscntial in the coronation

Al ceremony, when they are worn
or carried by the newty

crowned monarch.

SCEPTER

The scepter was once
beheved 1o have magical
properties, much like a
magic wand, and 1s a
phathe symbol. The orb
and scepter together
symbolize completeness
and the creative power of
male and female.

CROWN

Made of precious metat and jewels,
a crown symbolizes sovereignty.
It adorns the noblest part of a
person, the head, or intellect.
Jesus was crowned with an 1ronic
crown of thorns. A crown also
denotes supreme accomphshment,
as 1n “crowning glory.”

ORrB

The orb 1s composed of a globe,
representing the world, with a
cross on top. which symbolizes the
king's spiritual authority over his
subjects, mirroring that of God
over mankind

CORONATION CEREMONY
Queen Ehzabeth 11 of England was crowned
in Westminster Abbey in 1953 1n a solemn
and highly svmbolic ceremony
She was mvested with the state
regaha, which symbohzed her
role as head of state and the
Anglican church

AMPULEA & SPOON
The new monarch 15 anointed
with holy ail, poured nto the
anointng spoon

Irom the ampulla, here

in the shiape of an eagl

KNIGITT

When seated on a

horse. which FOOL OR JISTER
represents speed. the As a simpleton the fool
knight denotes a was exempt from court
superior human He enquette. But often he
maintains order in the | was the wisest member
kingdom and f the court and the
symbolizes moral only one able to speak
courage, devotion to his mund to the king
duty, and nobiluy Clad | The fool represents

in shining armor, he mnocence in a world
represents invincibihity ol human expenience

PALACE

Tl [ SEE ALSO
AS the reSidenee ol
rovalty. a palate car CrROWN 03 |
S DIz icaven o : . o
the heart ol the realm l'l . [
“\|'Ill|' I 1T'¢ 4 - A 1
m v I nid raig
( Kine t3
FI 1 I 1
I "
namb MC are 0 1
L iy K~icant e k

T 1t the
1 nsclaus wWith it

Iden spintual truth

Quitnex |
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TOOLS & WEAPONS

ALTHOUGH THEY ARE PRACTICAL OBJECTS, tools and weapons make powerful
symbols of the inner or spiritual world. In myth, their obvious functions
take on symbolic meaning. Gods are often associated with the implements
they use, and while these may appear purely functional, they always
symbolize concepts such as fertility, death, and war. Sometimes the
implement itself denotes the god. Weapons generally represent power,
protection, and destruction. In the hands of the gods, they symbolize the
defeat of ignorance and thus liberation. Weapons also stand for the state of
conflict that the god or hero overcomes.

AR

AX

The ax 1s an emblem of
sky: gods such as Zeus. It
1s a symbol of power
associated with many
deies, for example,
Shiva and Agni in India,
and the Yoruba storm
vod of West Afnca. In
China 1t represents

alse justice, authonty, and
punishment. The ax 1s
atso symbolic of death

Y
{ HAaMMER
S Widely seen as a symbot
the hammer
bute of the

!
g ol thunder
e ' 1S an attr
HRY

‘

A WnNose namn

1
it

)se Q'\E Thor

1er always
(s target and came
Yack to him. The

Lreg r\ I ( ‘ll I l\ ;‘]‘..l\"[!‘\
ksmith
WK .\1\ \‘. d w‘

In Japan the

the blac

immer

i hammer 1s an ordered by a wrathful
- » attnbute of deny. For Hindus and
LADDER Daikoku, god of Buddhists, the ax
The ladder represents our urge to climb from riches Along with the removes ignorance and
gNOrance g In ancient Egypt a nail, the hammer 1s a thus severs the cycle of
f a ladde 1S | i C 1€ syimbol of the Passion birth, death, and
e deac ¢ Bibl ( S rebirth
1 g and desc 1 C
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Sword of
retribution

SCALES OF JUSTICE

Balanced scales /
signify impartiality

A pair of balanced scales represents justice and
judgment, both in court and n the afterlife. In
the Egypuan Hall of Judgment, the heart of the
deceased was weighed against the Feather of
Truth before the god Osiris, who passed
judgment. In Roman art, Justice holds a sword
and a pair of scales. The archangel Michael
weighs the souls of the dead betore Christ.

Rorr

Rope represents
bondage and capuvity
It also connects heaven
and earth, acting like a
cosmic umbitical cord.
In the form of a noose,
1t 1s a symbol of death
and despair. In
Chnstiannty it 1s a
symbol of the betrayal
of Chnst who was
bound by his captors

1ght together in the | The net symbohzes the power of the gods to

mbol of the former bind and hold humans helpless in the mesh of
S Union. That ife. In Chnistian art, a net with fish represents
v represents | the church. St. Peter (ongmnally the fisherman
\unist Simon) was a “fisher of men,” and St. Andrew
ment 1{so a fisherman) carries a net

PLow
The plow 1s usually an
aurnbute of Greek
pastoral gods such as
Demeter and Dionysus.
As a phathc symbol it
represents impregnation
of the earth by the
gods, the furrow being
feminine and receptive.
It also represents the
act of creauon, when
primal matter broke up
o different life forms.

SPINNING WHEFL
The spindle 1s an
aunbute of goddesses
concerned with
destiny. They are often
shown as three spinners
who govern birth, life,
and death. The turning
wheel 1s a symbol of
the universe. The loom
1s the toom of hfe, with
masculine, active
threads and feminine,
passive threads uwited
n harmony. According
to Buddhism, the loom
weaves the fabric of
iltusion.

I S

|

|
|
|

e

l
' Z LS S S Ta e te Te Te g Te e e Yo e g To Ta T Te Ta e Fo %o %o Fa Yo e % T S.
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DAGGER

The dagger s
generally a phalhc
symbol and stands
for mascuhmity. It
1s an attribute of
military gods such
as Mars and
Mithras. To Mushms
the sacred dagger knis
represents the word

Gux
The gunis a
symbol of masculine
power and aggression.
Because of 1its projecule
capabilities, the gun 1s
assoctated wath virtliy,
along wath other fire-
arms and missiles.

In Freudhan thought
the gun 1s an obvious

Toors & WEAPONS
s P P VL W U T N W L M Y Y S Y S Y v
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SWORDS

In all cultures the sword stands for power and
strength. A sword taken from an enemy s a
symbol of victory, and to receive a sword — when
knighted, for example - is to be given authority,

including St. George, hold a sword.

SAMURAL SWORD

ASHANTE SWORD In Japan the sword 1s

phallic symbol, an
association echoed in
gangster movies, where
1t has become linked to
male prowess.

of Allah and absolute
truth. The knis, with
1ts charactenstic
undulatung form, 1s
usuatly beauufully
decorated, often
with words from

This late 19th-century sword of
the Ashanui kingdom of Ghana
has an unsharpened ron blade
because 1t was used for

ceremonial purposes only. The
gilded beads on the handle are
symbols of wealth and fertihty.

a symbol of courage
and strength. For the
arnistocratic warriors of
Japan, the Samurai, the
sword was the chosen
symbol of honor. It
represented the noble

l‘nui'i:'-cJ;. d

s r - the Koran

and justice

Curved r

el for o !
s L Quart — round
Guod's power —

thr WINY wedpon

SIKH EMBLEM

The Nishan Sahib, the emblem of the Sikhs,
contains a two-edged sword, symbohzing truth
and justice, and two crossed swords for God's
spintual power In the center 1s a chakram, a
ctrcular throwing weapon, or quoit

SHIELD

cause and the hght for
truth and justice

AL

L

T
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CROSSED SWORDS

The arms of Saddam Hussein
hold the crossed swords of the
Martyrs’ Monument in
Baghdad, Iraq. The arch faces
east (for birth) and west

(for martyrdom)

KNIGITTING

The custom of knighting 15
very ancient. By touching
both shoulders with the
blade, the monarch
confers authonty. As a
symbol of punfication,
the sword also
cleanses the
soul.

The sword divides good from evil and cuts B
through ignorance. Many gods, heroes, and saints, g8
=

Bow & ArRrROW
With its erescent st ape
and powerful function

the bow s both

femmnine and masculing
AT ‘l'l:l:. "Sell 'l'
n 14 ind the ar f

heaven With the arrow
1 penetrative, masculing
mbe it in attnbule

of Dwana and Apollo To

Chinese Ta ts 1t 18

the VWa the Tao
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The shield protects and has come to symbolize
feminine power and chastity In some cultures

however, tt personifies the power of a male god
or ancestor and can also represent a hero Itis

an attnbute of the Greek
goddess Athena

Q]

SPEAR
With 1ts elongated,
phallic shape, the
speal represent

Wal,
power, and fertuhty In
Christian art an anima
impalted ona speat or

per 0
1 t 13 ¢
[ ¢] pear thr
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DEATH & MOURNING

THE CERTAINTY OF DEATH unites us all. rich, poor, and of every culture or
faith. The many different rites and rituals surrounding death and mourning
illustrate how each society deals with its fear of the unknown. Ancient
beliefs speak of the body being reunited with Mother Earth. or the soul
rejoining the cosmic ocean or entering heaven. In other words. life
returning to a state of oneness with nature. In other beliefs
death can be the door into another future that will be
favorable if the deceased was devout in this life. A source

PEOPLE

of great fear and an occasion for both sorrow and joy,
death 1s laden with symbolism. Many death rituals
are symbolic enactments to aid the soul’s journey
into the afterlife and to console the bereaved.

DAY OF THE DEAD

On November 1, Mexicans celebrate the Day of
the Dead. Images of Death in the form of
skeletons are made, and to welcome the dead
back to earth candles are lit in the graveyards
and offerings of food set out. This is a symbolic
way of maintaining a hink with the past

LUCK FOR THE DEAD

HEARSH At Chmese funerals it
This magmficent hearse | 1s the custom for ‘
s typical of a bygone mourners to burn ,
era. The hearse and the | auspicious squares of !
NOTSCS were alwavs "".‘:\‘:\ \\‘]\‘l\\f paper on the
wbolic of mourning, | funeral pyre to bring
s was the hvery. Though | good luck to the soul :
n rals are of the deceased on s '
strcamlined, such | joumey to the afterlife
ld-fashioned formalines |
are stll preferred by Black :
me for the solace trappings
tual and sensc n hears ]
]
|
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GRAVESTONE

The site of a Chnisnan
bunal 1s marked by a
memonal stone, olten
accompanied by
symbolic reminders
such as a wreath, a
Bible, or an angel.

An angel s an
intermediary between
heaven and earth and
so symbohzes the
passage of the soul to
the heavenly realm.

FUNERARY URN
Alter a cremauion the
ashes of the deceased
are often placed nside
a funerary urn. As a
large, round-bodied
vessel of contanment,
the urn 1s a symbol of
the fennnine. The urn
with a hd 1s a good-
luck emblem, symbol
in Chinese Buddhism
of supreme ntelhigence
that triumphs over
birth and death.

RITUAL MOURNING
Mourmners at a Taoist funeral in Gansu {\rovmcc

in China are completely covered out o

respect

for the dead The chief mourners wear white
robes, and the principal mourner carries a green
sash Hessian veils are used, as 1t would be
disrespectful to use fine cloth Mourners will not
eat fine food for the first two or three years alter

the death

FILAG AT HALL MAST
The custom of flying
a flag hallway up
the pole as a sign
of mourning began
as a naval custom
the 17th century The
top of the mast was
Icf}l empty for an
I mvisible flag of death
The custom continues
‘, as a public sign of

- mourning

~

w
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Lity
The white lily, the
flower of the Madonna,
1s tradinonally
associated with purity
in the MWest, .m(] this
may explam why it has
become customary o
Pl Lilies on the

grave at a funcral
Death i1s seen s a
rerurn (o pure state
white a

L wn‘l)ln U Lo
the black of

leath

DEATH & NMOURNING

(GRAVE GOODS

In many cultures precious goods are buried with
the dead as a sign of their presuge in hife and also

to accompany them on their journey to the afterhte.
Once upon a ume even slaves were buried

along with their dead owner

VIKING GOLD

The Vikings buried iems of
gold, the most precious metal,
in the graves of important
men. These objects may have
belonged to the deceased or
they may have :
been made y
specally for
burial.

Steening

oar

VIKING
TREASURL

GOLD Rigaing up for

the d“l"l‘lh

SHIP OF DEATH

There is a widespread
association of death with a
Journey across water. Model ships
buried in a grave were believed to
carry the deceased to the afterhfe.

Bowls ¢
comm

the
of

FOOD OFEERINGS

ontaimng food were a
on offering in many

cultures. They symbohize

spiritual nourishment
the soul after death.

These Japanese funerary

bowts date from the
3rdd century

Helmsman

ETERNAL FLAME
At the tomb of the
unknown soldier

a flame burns
continually as a
constant reminder of
all those who have
died nameless in
battle. T h\'
unknown
soldier 1s a parucularly
poignant reminder of
the indiscriminate
slaughter of war.

()

RIBBON

The red nbbon
devised in New Yorl
in 1991 by a group
called Visual AIDS
ll.l“ hecome a wol M
wide symbol of the
hight agamst AIDS

WREATI OF RED
Red poppies have
become a symbol ol
lives lost dunng the
two World Wars

The flowers stem from
4 poein by Canadian
John McCrae

In Flanders feld Wearing the red rnibbe
where poppies blow svinbolize ipport |
Between the crosse the hight agamnsi thy
rOW On row The chisease and the ne
poppy 18 also a symbol | for connnumg 1 uch
il sleep and drean toward a
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Mavsortum
Fhe Tap Mahat is the
tomb of the wite of the

peror Shal

Indian en
Jalan Built in the 17th

Ct 1 Vs P |'|‘(ll

15 (Ne U magnilicent

1 ,I "' L "I }Il W I.l
tomb, acro
[he river, Was never
fnushed, so he
rned besicke her
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PEOPLE

ARCHITECTURE

THE SYMBOLIC MEANING OF A BUILDING and its components can be very complex,
especially in religious buildings. Stepped terraces may represent heavenly
levels and a spire points symbolically to heaven, while a dome represents
the vaults of heaven itself. Differently shaped buildings represent differing
symbolic ideals: skyscrapers, for instance, represent status and achievement
in the material world, while modern, environmentally sensitive buildings
symbolize union with nature. Separate elements have
their own symbolism: doors and windows,
often mark boundaries between worlds.
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DOORWAY

I'he doorway marks the passage between the
sacred and profane, betwe
It also symbolizes the transttion from one stage

of life to another or the passage from life 1o

en safety and danger

death. Temple doorways in particular are often
carved with guardian spirits and fabulous beasts

to dispel evil and

offer protection

4

KNOCKER

Door knoekers in amimal
shapes proteet a house
and keep evil sprrits at
bay. The ominous knock
at the door has long been
a symbol in lerature —

and music — of inexorable

fate or death

OCrLus

WiNDOw

Just as the eye 1s
known as the “window
of the soul.” the window
is the “eye of the soul,”
symbolie of
eonsciousness and

of an individual's
perception of the
world. A round
window 1s appropriately
called an oculus or ox-
eve window. Sinee 1t
lets in hght, the
window also symbolizes |
the light of truth
entering the soul.

INDIAN BALCONY

BALCONY

The baleony represents
mystery and
ambivalence due 10 its
partly concealing,
partly revealing nature,
and also its position,
both inside and
outside a building,
Enclosed baleonies add
to the mystery. In

| colder countries bay

| and oriel windows aet

' as enelosed balconies.

REACH FOR THE SKY

Humankind has always been
fascinated by tall buildings
that reach upward to the sky, g : e
building them both for ' f
religious reasons and for
reasons of power. Whether
ancient pyramids or modern
skyscrapers, such buildings
represent mans need to reach
up to the heavens and also to
gain supremacy over his

"b surroundings.
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SKYSCRAPER

The Empire State
Building in New York
was for decades the tallest
building in the world. It
stands as an obviously
phalhic symbol of man’s
achievement, instantly
recognt zable Lo ]N'NPI;
il over the \\Ull(l

PYRAMIDS

For the aneient Egyptians the pyramid
stood symbolically as a world axis at the
eenter of the universe. [ts apex
represents the highest level of spiritual
attainment. A stepped pyramid signifies
the stages of consctousness through
whieh the soul must pass on its ascent.

Trir Tower oF Bagrr, PIETER BRUEGHEL THE LLDER, 1560

TowERr OF BABEL

The fabled tower of Babel was a ziggurat, or stepped pyramid, in
ancient Babylonia. It 1s a symbol of man’s arrogance. In the Bible the
Jabylontans were determined to build such a tower to reach the heavens
God divided the speech of the butlders mto many languages so that they
could not understand each other, and the tower was never completed

R e




ARCHITECTURE

|
| BRIDGE :
The bndge 1s a symbolic THE ParTHENON, ATHENS | DOME
| hink between heaven CLASSICAL TEMPLE The dome 1s used as a

and earth. It 1s the Temples in Greek and Roman times were symbol of the heavens

| | passage from life to believed to be the houses of gods. They could be | Religious buildings )

| death, and from death square, polygonal, or round. Round has been often incorporate a : RN
to immortalty. The considered the perfect form, because the circle dome that may bx Roo¥
onginal Bndge of Sighs | itself 1s a symbol of the cosmic mind and decorated on the The roof symbolizes the femu sheltering
in Venice led from the | nature’s perfection. Classical temples were inside with paintings principle. Some socienes hang sures

|I courtrooms to the erected in commanding positions, for example of the sun, moon, and | powerful hunting trophies in the roof sp

‘ dungeons the Acropolis in Athens, site of the Parthenon. stars, as well as angels. ' increase 1ts protective po

ARCH NITRO ;o )
The arch symbolizes '
passage from one state
to another. Victorious
Roman armies marched
through triumphal
arches. In imuiation
rtes, to pass under an
arch is to be reborn

i

| | STAIRS

| | A staircase represents

I the steps in spintual
development. Its

| | symbolism 1s related t

that of the ladder and
the stepped pyramd
One can either ascend ' b

toward Enhghtenment | EARTi1 DWELLING

| or :icx-'n\. ;nto In many countnes people live in houses made

| '.}.ll’n'::g ss and 1gnorance entirely of natural matenals ‘n._.l:\i .u.r.':n-.l them
A spiral staircase, with | from adobe huts in Afnca to 1gloos 1n the Arctic

| | its winding steps This keeps them, hterally, in touch with nature
leading towards an and more 1n tune with their surroundings. A
unknown and unseer modemn earth-integrated house, roofed with turf
end. represents the represents a return to this more natural way of
mystlernous fe wath 1ts related symbolism of union with nature
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EVERYDAY OBJECTS

THERE ARE MANY ORDINARY OBJECTS that do not fit easily into
obvious categories but which are so much part of our everyday
world that they have become imbued with symbolic meaning.
These range from different types of container, associated with
the feminine, secrecy;, or protection, to objects connected with

human frailty and the passage of time. Items linked to fire or R \
light are also rich in meaning, signifying enlightenment, as are T :
keys, which unlock secrets or e |
mark a coming of age. Th\k\ Bnis b commoen 7 o

symbol of high rank or |
e =] royalty. It 1s also

Key sl BASKET thought to ward off evil |
The key has the power tc e The basket is an attribute of the four seasons | spirits, and to Taoists |

OPENS

THE BOX

open and close. It gives access to and, when full, it symbolizes fertlity, fruition, | 1t represents the flight
another realm, symbolizing wisdom, matunty, and abundance, of a bird and release
or success. Many keys dangling from a key chain ' therefore also hfe into the wotld of the |
symbolize power and status, since they denote In Buddhism the Immortals. In contrast,
the ownership of valued property. Keys are the three baskets™ are the fan also has long-
attribute of St. Peter as the guardian of the the scriptures of the standing associations
gates of heaven Buddhist canon with femininuy and

fhrtation.

Box

' 1 J The box is a feminine
Cup symbol. When closed,
Because they are 1t symbotizes the
contaners, cups, like unconscious, and when
bowls, are symbols of | opened, 1t may unleash
the receptive, feminine | a storm of devastation, |
realm. In this Egyptian | discase, and death |
example, the lotus upon the world, as did |
pattern shows the | Pandora’s box. |
flower's relatonship o \ '

water, and thus adds
1o 1ts links with the
feminine

Gold and silver cotns
ymbols of wealth

.Ul.1 XY \1

MONEY PURSE
The purse represents |
worldly vanity and the |
\
|
\

wing, with its backward and forward motion, 1s transicnce of wealth, In
ms ol the sea 1 playtul symbol of amorous flirtation. A stone Chnstian art a purse is an
r pid presides over the secluded corner of the attnbute of Judas Iscariot and of St. Matthew, the
irden, while the lush vegetation provides a tax collector. Coins spilling out of a purse are a
rile backdrop for the lovers” game symbol of worldly attachment and greed.

- ST .‘.‘4.,‘,‘,‘
96




EVvERYDAY OBJECTS
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Lamp

The flame of the ol
lamp represents hfe
and the hght of the
spint, wisdom, and
immortality  Through
the stories of the
Arabian Nights the
lamp has become
associated with the

LIGHTBULB

Invented ¢ 1880, the
hightbulb has become
the archetypal symbol
of a bnght 1dea
Cantoon characters often

MEASURING TIME

d Pwp]c have always been fascimated by the
concept of ime, and have linked the
many objects related to 1t to their own
mortality. Thus the aging process may be
seen as “ume marching on,” and heart
problems as a [alure of the "old ucker

HOURGEASS

This simple instrument for
measuring time operates on
the prinaple of sand filtering
down over a pertod of an
hour under the force of
gravity. The process has given
nse to the nouon of life being
hke “sand ebbing away

SUNDIAL

WarcH

Like the clock, the
watch 1s a symbol of
the passing hours and
a reminder of the
brevity of hfe - “ume

stands stll for no man "

The sundial shows the time
via the shadow cast by the
sun as 1t moves through the
heavens. This ancient
method thus relied on the
activity of a sun god

genie who lives within
1t and grants washes to
the person who sets
him free Aladdin’s
lamp 1s thus a symbol
of magc as well as of
good fortune.

have one “flashing” over
their head to signify a
moment ot inspirauon.

e o
- i

’ OPEN BOOK | 3

Books are ! o —
symbols of e ¢

knowledge
and the wisdom = THREAD '
of the unmiverse A thread 1s a symbol of
MIRROR An “open book™1sa | hfe and of human

’ Since thought 1s CANDLE person or subject that destiny spun by a 3

can be easily
understood, whereas
a closed book rematns
a mystery

A candle 1s a symbol of
the mdividual soul
and the flame that
hights the darkness of
1gnorance It 1s the sun
and spiritual
lunminaton, and an
extinguished candle
can signify death

reflection, the mirror
indicates truth, clanty,
and self-knowledge, as
well as vanuy; thus to
break a mirror brings
bad luck because 1t 1s a
form of harming
3"'1(‘%}5 To Taoists a
murror 1s the calm of

divine power. In Greek
myth, Anadne gives
theseus a ball of yam
by which to escape
from the labyrinth

In Hinduism a thread
connects this world
with the next, and
high-caste Hindus 1ps, and, with 1t

ANCHOR

The anchor 1s a symbol
of safety, stability, and
hope. Chnst 18 often
referred to as an anchor
In the sea of life Ar
anchor depicted with a

dolphin 15 a symbol of

Lips11CK

Bright red hipsuck is a :
symbol of sexuality

It accentuates the

crogenous Mt Lt

Christ on the cross, and | the sage and the Candles play a part in wear a sacred thread winding, upnight
to be anchored means | reflection of the many religious rites mechanism, con
1o be rooted univers and in Chnstuanity the na d lema

‘l}:!llt't] candle
represents ( hrist as
the resurrected hght
of the world
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SYSTEMS

Yertain signs and symbols have evolved
over thousands of years. These include

scripts, gestures, and stylized images,

often used as instant means of communication.

As technology shrinks the modern world,
these signs and symbols increasingly transcend

other languages.




SYMBOL SYSTEMS

PICTURE WRITING

Tarc a more abstract

IN CULTURES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, picture writing represents the development of

il : i . . : pictograms. A picture of

earliest attempt at setting down words in a non-verbal, non ggstural ‘ a foot. for example, may < KING
form of communication. Picture writing differs from drawing in that it mean the verb “to walk.”

uses a standardized set of picture signs, or “pictograms.” These picture

signs came to represent particular objects that were then easily @ ﬂ
recognized by the reader. As the need for more complex forms grew,

signs that represent actual word sounds were introduced, and in stool Gon Ox GREAT
addition, simple signs were combined to create a more complex script.

CLAY TOKENS 4 o PICTOGRAMS '

These Sumerian tablets  { Cow SEAT These particular i

date from ¢.3000 B pictograms are quite | No

Large numbers of modern, datng from | To GiIv
representational clay Gilia 5 the early 1900s. King |

tablets have been P D l Njoya of Bamum, in a ‘

unearthed in modern | ‘ On remote area of 5 ‘(\

Iraq and Iran. Some Cameroon, set about :El Housk

1,500 different symbols ‘ creating a written . W

have been decoded, language for his people

most of them relating HEAKT Bamum has only THREAD
to agricultural and WOME GRANARY simgle- syllable words, Piatr
commercial matters and so cach picture
sigit 1s also just one
syllable. The meanmmgs Ciuitn
W ONI of the symbols are [0 Go
fairly easy to decipher |

EGYPTIAN HIEROGLYPHS

Hieroglyphs, literally “sacred writings,” origiated long before
3000 BC, but were not deciphered until the 19th century, when the
Rosetta Stone was discovered in Egypt. This had inscriptions in
three scripts, one of them Greek, which could be translated and
compared with the hieroglyphs. Hieroglyphs are a combination of
pictograms — mostly styhzed drawings of anmimals, plants, and
flowers —and “phonograms,” or signs representing sounds. This
script was therefore a true form of writing in the modern sense.

Brush holder

Water pot for
mixing
pigments

Palette
LUCKY EY1
The “wadjet eye,” or Eye
of Horus (sky god), was
thought to have magical o ———
powers. Scribes often ;
mcluded this symbol in

their writing for good luck

SCRIBE
SYMBOIL

K 1 EOP A T F A

CARTOUCHE

T'he names of Egyptian
kings and quecns were
always enclosed in oval
horders, known as

K2

Rit s LioN
tou lu < “l' \AIIU'.I&I[](’
ymbol of the ruler
. W iwnifying that h READING THE STULA
| orshe reigned ¢ all A hieroglyphic text can

be read from left to
right, right to left, or top
to bottom. The symbols of

3 ” ' anmmals or people tell you which
ontains FanseERARY The owl Four Tines of inscription way to read Here the ["‘(“'.5 pomnt
f indicates the detatling the King’s funcral to the night, so the text is to be

0 ¢ flow of the text— offering for the priest Merra read from right to left.

100




CHINESE

The Chinese scnpt. the
oldest scnpt sull in use
today, 15 more than
4,000 years old The
earliest examples were
nscnbed onto tortoise
shells or carved 1nto
ox bones. Some
pictographic elements
remain, but the
Chinese characters also
include phoneuc
components and an
added clement o
charactenize the word

B AH:

+ M N = Breatd

I

some Chinese words are
compounds. being the
sum of two other words

X
7o
)%

1

iy

CHEROKEE

Cherokee scnpt was
invented 1n 1821 and
shows the influence of
the Laun alphabet. It 1s
a phonological system,
that 1s, there 1s a clear
relationship between
the wnitten symbol and
the sound. shown here
n phonetic symbols

é ¥

PiCTURE

MAyan

Mavan scnipt 1s made
up of compounds ol
signs and 1s a nmixture
of pictograms and
phonetic elements. It
1s written 1n double
columns from left to
night and top to
bottom. The
hieroglyphs below are
phonenc-syllabic -
thev cach contain
several elements and
sounds, and yet are
sull representational

WRITING

MAYAN STORY
This panel comes from the temple of Yaxchilan,
border between Mexico and Guatemala ll de l‘l
of blood to bring forth ancestral spirs |
Jaguar, 1s gazing up at Yat-Balam, a spint
of a huge, double-headed serpent

CUNEIFORM

his form of wnung was
used for more than 3,000
years throughout the Near

East by Sumenans
ASSyTians [.m*.]-'nl.u'

ind Hittites 1t de ‘.‘u‘-';‘t'd
from a svsle m ol pitograms

i
ind changed gradual ¥y Lo

t more complex
phonological system The
npt s mace i wediz
haped signs created wath a
o1 18 i.‘ first. symbols were
written vertically, as showr
th 1DI¢ y the neht. but
wer many symbols were
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SYMBOL SYSTEMS

NUMBERS

N MOST CULTURES numbers are imbued with symbolic meaning. The practice of
numerology is the study of their influence. Numbers have long been seen
as expressions of cosmic order. possibly deriving from ancient Babylonian
observations of regular cosmic events, such as night and day, the phases of the
moon, and cycles of the vear. Viewed symbolically, numbers represent more
than quantities; they also have qualities. To the Greek mathematician
Pythagoras, even numbers were feminine, divisible into two equal parts, and
were considered passive; odd numbers were masculine, and active.

Zero was invented
in ancient India
) 5 ] 4.
Represented by a

continuous circle

1gniiles non-bemeg anc

eternity. To Pyvthagoras

1t was the perfect |

| fope -‘ 1 v € \v' Y 1 b f 3 ) I" ..‘
far 1l €11 sefore 1l \ ) . \
containing all and forms of Ife Tt alsc ; { 2z AU 3N
from which all is vmbolizes the oner & Fr ) s
\f\.;'\'\{ In Islam 1t 18 é INg tNines 4 J 2 i 3 O F
.i"ﬂlx‘-‘-..:ﬁ and tneg n { turn s U i / ’_- 3 L} |I
I\It--ti\ f"‘k"-u D [ < I L [ ‘: \l d .' e "v A - A -: 4 |
and dcath, nght and ’ b » J
daar In ¢ and temale
N [ nda ne l s Four s ';‘t‘ number of the sqquare, lh\“ f(‘!IY
SCE NS pairs 4&‘«"“? s carth, nre, water, di \i.«l' ‘l'\\lf?i('
complementar such as | cardmal points of t SS 1s assoQated
{ L NINC s I nda vang with the Bart ind with PICICNess In
left) T S number medre Europe human nature was
I 1S I ndad nt L. bul ract <t ( the tour t ors (seen above
S { ba ¢ and marriage phlegmat sanguine, cholenc, and melancholic

t n i' It
i 1

NUMBER SYSTEMS

DEVANAGARL

Most Western languages use Arabic numerals.
These denive from those written in Devanagari,
the script used for Sanskrit, the elassical
language ol India.

1R 3

OLR FIVE
AN SEVEN tEGHT NEXNE ZERO

RoOMAN

The Roman system uses seven alphabetical signs:
LVONC L CoDoand M. Numbers are formed by
adding (6 = V+1 = VD) or subtracuing (4 = | less than
\"= V). Larger numbers come from Latin words,
for example C=centum=100; M= mille=1,000.

I o0 m v v

IREE FIVE

VIVID VI X X

L C D |M\-

Hisriw

Numerals i Hebrew (read from right to left)
correspond to the alphabet. One 1s the hrst teter,
aleph. two. the second; and so on. After the tenth
letter, the vatue of each letter goes up m tens.

Hle2B

&
Yo

Trevon or time TRINITY
I'hre JCOMUITE '~‘[1,1[‘(‘\~Ulllillﬂ
LOPCTNCT ¢ 1[1\'\}‘!\\‘~[{I\‘
Frimity
Godan three persons
the Father, the Son
al \i[h\ ”Nl\
Spirit. Thus the
architectural
deviee of the
tretorl 1s olten

found i churches

THREE

Sacred to most religions. the number three
3 combines the numbers one and two and so
includes all life and experience. It is birth.
life, and death; mind. body, and soul; past,
present, and future; man. woman, and child

( ristiar One

NEPTUNE'S TRIDEN |

1 i
[ e tndent

a symbol of the Roman sea

v‘\! Nepuur i'ww‘H
resent g e l\(..v
ne l'lx\"' nel 1ne
1T¢ e cnt «
e Hindu wd Shiva
151 tNCctioln
1 CSCIVET
{ Sata

102

\s the sum of two, a feminime number, and

three. a mascutine number, five 1s important
m many cultures fois a symbol for man: There
are hive human senses On a human hgure, a hne
joinng the head to outstretched arms and tegs
forms a pentagram. Mushms pray hve tumes a
day. and there are five pitlars of piety n Islam




NUMBERS

As the first cubic

number (2 x 2 x 2),
eight 1s constdered the
perfect number
Chinese hife 1s ruled by
eight. at eight months
a child has mulk weeth
at eight years he loses

» them, at twice eight

he reaches matunity
and at 8 x 8 he loses
the powcr ol
procreation The
Buddhist wheel of life
has L‘lghi \P\‘k('\ tor
the eight-fold path to
Enlightenment

According to the Bible, God created the
world 1n six days and rested on the seventh
Six represents balance, love, health, and also

luck, because 1t 1s the winning throw of a die

Nine 1s the sacred
9 number: three
muluplied by itself to
give eternity
completion, and
fultillment. The Norse
god Odin hung for nine
days and nine mights
on the tree Yggdrasil to
win the secret of the
runes for mankind. In
Chma it 1s the numbet
of celestial power: the
nime-storied pagoda is
a symbol of heaven

'-'—)
z)

g S
{ - Ys \S

10 As the number of
the fingers. ten 1s

the foundation of most

SEVEN

Seven 1s a sacred number,
7 represenung the union of divinity
(number three) and earth (number
four). Each ol the four phases of the
moon lasts seven days and there are
seven days in the week

MENORAL
The branches
of the Jewish
candlestick

indieate the

\\"uuu WITHHN

) T | R R B
tn ‘

St
P

SIVIN DEADLY SINS
The seven deadly

counting systems. Ten
also hgures strongly in
the Bible: there are ten
commandments. ten
Egyptian plagues, ten
virgins, and ten lepers
According to some
theories, in the decimal
system ten 1s symbolic
of the return o unity

103

tn Chrisuian countnes :
number because there were 13
fateful Last Supper. In Leonardo’s fresco above
Jesus has just announced that one of the
disciples wall betray him. In ancient Soutl
Amernica there were 13 Mayan heavens and the
Aztec calendar was diaded into 13-day perods

1

Ongimally the age at which a atzen was
entitled to vote (though now lowered m
21t 1s sull considered a magor
landmark 1 life. A symb
key signifies entry inte
adulthood. In many
countnes this 1s the age
{ at which a person
5 allowed 1o buy and

' ".’ I l
Arnnek aleonol
Re ‘ﬂ\l‘ senung

4 wholeness. the

number 40 15 especially
important in the Bible
Moses  sojourn or
Sinai lasted 40 davs
as \11\' 'li.l' l st
the wilderness, and
Noah's ark floatcd 1
lill Flood tor 40 davs
and 40 nights. Torty

was also significant

21

many countries)

noe

Ol (

the Jews spent 40
years in !]Jl( L\J‘\i\ mes
and the reigns of
Bl David and S

were both 20 years

50 This s the
number ol
and celebration

marks the m e

SEE ALSO
Twor
InRet ca
SEviEN T
i Il'.l



SYMBOL SYSTEMS

SHAPES & PATTERNS

MANY SHAPES AND PATTERNS are universal. For example, similar patterns may
decorate objects separated by thousands of miles and thousands of years.
Symmetrical shapes appeal to our need for order, intricate shapes, such as
puzzles and knots appeal to an urge to unravel mysteries, and labyrinths
can express our need to find our true path, despite obstacles. Shapes may
be mystical symbols. They are also often used symbolically in architecture
- a square temple surmounted by a circular dome, for instance, represents
the solidity of the earth topped by the dome of the sky:.

YANTRA OR MANDALA

A,s;u'rcd Hindu diagram, the yantra is used
as a focus for meditauion. Concentrating
on the geometric shapes draws the nuind
into the diagram and beyond, into ultimate
reality. Yantras often form the basis for the
ground plans of temples. The mandala is a
circular vantra, usually enclosing a square

DOORS OF PERCEPTION
The four projections from
the muddle of each side of
the inner square are the
“doors” of the yantra,
through which the mind

may enter or leave the center

during contemplation

N

SHRI YANTRA, NEPAL, €. 1700

TRIANGLE
The upward-pornting triangles
represent the male principle
and the downward-poinung

The enclosing circles serve
to unify the opposing
ngles Ilu\ are made

ip of lotus petals to triangles the female
the unfolding of priciple. They mnterlock
erceived by to show the creative
n the yz activity of the cosmos.

SQUARE WITHIN SQUARE

The square represents the earth, solidny, order,
and safety. It also represents the four compass
directions and the balance of opposites. The
mmense Grande Arche in Paris seems to embody
these qualities by its location, size, and function.
Where one square sits mside another, the outer
square symbolizes awareness of the physical
world, the inner square the unconscious.
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STONE CIRCLE
Certain stone-age
peoples have lc?{
behind huge standing
stones as monuments.
The onginal function
of the stone circle at
Stonehenge in
England 1s sull a
mystery. It was
probably a form of
temple, maybe
representing the eye
of a great goddess.

WIHEEL

This wheel, which is
one of twelve from the
base of the Sun Temple
at Konarak, Indra,
symbolizes samsara,
the endless round of
existence. The wheel 1n
Buddhism is a symbol
of the Buddhist law, or
doctrine, set in motion
in the Buddha's first
sermon

?

STAR

The star symbolizes
light in darkness and
wisdom shining
through ignorance. To
many people stars are
the spirits of the dead,
set in the sky. To “reach
for the stars” 1s to set
the highest goal. In the
US the star is a badge
of honor.

—

N4

LONGEVITY

This 1s shou, one of the
three ways of
representing the Chinese
symbol for longevity or !
immortality. It is often ‘
scen with other .
symbols of longevity,
such as the pine or the
tortorse. When paired

| with a peach, tisa

wish for a long and
happy marnage.




SHAPES & PATTERNS

SWASTIKA
The swastika 1s a very
ancient and auspicious
stign with complicated

f symbolism associated FILEUR-DE-LIS

with the sun, Found in | Emblem of French ALMOND

| | most pants of the world, = monarchy, the flewr- Also known as the
it 1s especially popular  de-lis may be a sylhzed = mandorla, the almond-
in India However, in 1ns. Legend also claims = shaped halo 1s formed
the West 1t 1s now a an angel gave a hly to from two intersecting
symbol of ev1l because = Clovis, King of the aircles. 1t s used to
of uts association with  Franks, in ap 496 when | svymbohze Chnist's
Adolf Hitler he accepted Chnstiamity. | ascension to heaven

KNOT
This engraving by Leonardo da Vinci is, hike a yantra, a contemplatve

SPIRALS USSPV SRy LIRE. SRPSTH SWHLoAS: o diagram. It is a knot made from a single thread that, 1f followed, will lead
Energy was once believed to flow in spiral form. The spiral symbolizes 10 one's mnner self. The knot binds, but also holds the promise of release
masculine and feminine energy and the energy of both sun and moon A knot can be tied for protection, and to “tie the knot” means 10 ge

It 1s the great swarling force of the whirlwmind and the movement of the married.

heavens. It 1s a manifestation of the energy in nature, and is related to the

powerful imagery of the serpent. The spiral also symbolizes the circhings
of the soul, which eventually return to the center, or truth.

TRISKLLE

This Chinese drum
bears the tnskele
vinbol, which

SEE ALSO

Maze &%

(W]

DTAR B2

r.\ﬂ‘x\"llf SWASTIRA €3
The maze, or labyrinth, has appeared 1n the art of the Egypuians, Indians, p 21T
elts, and Mediterranean peoples Some mazes have a clear path leading TRecLn
to the center, where truth lics, others are puzzles, wuh the patl MICAL SYM
stantly dividing Such mazes olten occur m dredms, representing YANTRA 63 |
ndecision The labynnth is daff 1t to enter. but also difficult to leave
1 vith w in lind theiwr way
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SYMBOL SYSTEMS

ORANGE
Like red,
orange
symbolizes
WE ARE SURROUNDED BY COLOR, and its immediate visual effect Mg
. ) ' also luxury and

on our senses has powertul emotional and symbolic overtones. | splendor. In China and

c 5 o S . . ; . Japan it is equated

> [ =) b ~ . ~ N STee o Z . el

Red is equated with blood, for instance, and green with grass. | (P 1" Cd
The two colors traditionally assoctated with death are black and | happiness.
white. Though it differs from culture to culture — and even from
person to person — color symbolism 1s among the most universal.
RED
Red 1s the color of hfe — of blood,
fire, passion, and war. It is worn
by brides m India and China as a
svimbol of good luck and feruhty.

) Christian calendars marked holy days n red,
as blue. retreat, and tend to be soothing. Rainbows, hence red-letter days But red s also the color of

\ anger. and warning signs are often marked in re
which contain the full spectrum, are viewed as lucky:. denger, find virmng sigps SEECSRIERECUONES

W HITE Brack
,'/&A\\ mbolizes P “ and In the

Certain colors, such as

red, advance. and are
considered lively and

stimulating; others. such

SAFFRON ROBES

“\']g\(]\' 1, also the Absolute. It s \West These young initiates
\ ', the color most associated wit black 1s the wear the sattron_—
~/ sacredness sacnficial animals are color of colored robes of
often white. In the Western world brides usually | death, mournmg, and Buddhist monks to
wear white. but it 1s the color of mourning 1t the underworld . It alsc indicate that they have |
much of Asia. Ghosts are thought to be white 148 associations with RiD 1eaG taken vows of hunulity
because 1t is a color that conceals nothing. A cvilbmagic In Himdhuism, | Ssmbol ol revolution and renunciation.
vhite flag signals truce, and therefore peace Kah, the termble voddess |+ and the communist
ol destruction, 1s black, | party, the red flag was | RED DEVIL
In China it represents hirst rarsed durmg the smee medieval umes BrROWN
th and French Revolution. It Satan, or the Devil, has Brown
was adopted durning been depicted with red symbolizes |

the Pans Commune | ¢lothes or skin. Red 1s the earth
1871, and then by the the color of heltfire and fall. 1t 1s
Russian communists and damnation and also, as the color of the

also of unbndled carth, humihty and

passton and hust degradatnon,

Holy riED
[0 celebrate
a mass
commemorating
martyrs, a
Chrnstian
1111(\[ WEAars

Jr 1 BLACK
Jewelry made ol jet

black. senuprecious a red chasuble, the | Mo
tone, was commontl color symbohzing | prow:
those 1n shed blood Redtis | nasn

ning m Victortan p 1\\’1}1\ «Ul(‘l of

Queen Victona Chnst's Passton
ol Enegland. m perpetual i
mourning alter hei STATUS-SYMBOL RED |
husband s deatl [he assoctation ol red with vinlity, danger, and

ht that displaying |« sexual excitement makes it one of the most ‘

clry showed | popular colors lor Hashy sports cars — the MONK

1 la trespect tor the ! ulimate symbol of masculine success m In the Mickdle Ages
leceased, and this ted 1o | wealthy countries brown was the color of

fad for jet jewelr mourning. Several

Chnistuian orders |
|

adopted 1t to sigmfy
retreat from the world
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YELLOW

Yellow 1s gold, hght, and the sun

In [slam golden yellow represents

wisdom and good advice. while pale

vellow 1s decert and betrayal In

I Egvpt vellow is the color of envy and disgrace,

B |and in Europe 1t s associated with cowardice In

| China yellow was the color ol royalty. Yellow 1s
the most visible color and 15 used

intermnationally for warning

| "
f‘;s

TREACHEROUS YELLOW
Since the Middle Ages
vellow has come to
signify, in Europe
betrayal and
treachery. Here
Judas envelops
Jesus in his vellow
cloak as he
wdentfies him
with a kiss, a
sign to the chief

should arrest
him. The color
svmbolism
would have
been evident
1o Renassance
VIEWCETS

G 1305-6

IMPERIAL YELLOW

In China vellow 1s symbohe ol the masculine
principle. vang, and the power of the sun
Punng the Chiing dyvnasty (1644-1911
cmperor could wear yellow  This 18th-century
mper 1l 1 t : n is decorated wul

dragg Uso

Frstve yrerow

Durig the Somavau
AiT  {werTon] ir
India. pliy 1
: i
1
1 W) i
:
k
}
¢ POW
r ¢S € POWE
11 |
| 0 irh
g
d
y s ‘At "

priests that they

only the

COLOR

GREEN Brur PURPLE
Green s As the In the West purple
the color color stegnihies rovalty and

ol the sky

and water
blue symbolizes calm
reflection, and the
intellect 1t s also the
infimte, and the void
from which all hife
\lc\'clups

of hfe

spnng, and
youth It represents
hope and joy. It s
associated with ecology,
the concern with
preserving the carth’s
resources. However,
green also represents
decay and jealousy In
Chrstunity 1t 1s the
color ol the Trinity

1P nal power as it
did 1in ancient South

L

Amernica. It represents pride and
grandeur, and also justice

DYED PURPLLE

In ancient Greeee purple dye
extracted Irom mollusks, was
a luxury that only the nch
could afford. Thus the color
now svimbolizes wealth

X

BLUE STONE
Ground lapis lazuh
produced a pigment
highly prized in
Mesopotamia lor
decoranng temple
cethngs. The color
stgmfied divine favor

l.

ISLAMIC GREEN
Pakistan’s flag declares
the naton’s faith.
Green, Islam’s sacred
color, 1s combined
with white for punty
The crescent became a
symbol of Islam in the
14th century and the
star was later added as
a svimbol of sovereignty

PURPLE HEARI

In 1782 George Washington
created the first US mulitary
medal, a heart-shaped badge
of purple cloth. ft was
revived in 1932 as the Purple
Heart, awarded to those
wounded or killed in battle

PINK
In Western tradhtions, pink 1s the
color of llesh, and hence sensuality
A softer tone of red
1t 1s primanly
assoctated with the feminine

BABY PINK
More muted than red. pink
suggests sensuality m a less
aggressive way. Pink s the
trachitional color for
voung girls. Baby girls
are sull olten
dressed in |\I1C
pink, m contrast
to the tradhnional
pale blue for boys

Bl UI-SKINNED GOD
Rama. an mcamation
of the Hindu god
Vishnu, 1s usually
depicted wath blue skin,
as 1s Knishna, another
much-loved incarnaton
Blue 1s an appropnate
color for Vishnu, since
1t represents the vastness
of the heavens

GREIN TOR GO
Green 1s used
umversally as a sign
giving the go-ahead
Along with red and
vellow, it was onginally =

Birue posmt
The blue

used lor ratlroad
signaling belore 1t was

GRAY

adopted on the road dome of this Gray 15 associated with gloom
Russian church md depr i {
\ with s ‘;’,\iltl ] \ between black and wht
stars, represents  / the color of mediation 1
the heavens { that are not certan are considle
with the cross N arcas In Lanity o ¢l
above mdicatny | mmortality of th nd
that Chnist's 1
dominion
CRLOMPLsSses
i il SEE ALSO
Macke
COLOR OF 1111 |
Chlorophyl gives
plants their green B 8

olor. A S od Lity winiin ®

scedhne lorms the V ol

the ‘. CLAT i 2 I‘

Its logo 18 mcreasing| Rine

uscd i the Western

W | to draw attention {

10 ma lactar ! SATITRON ROEIS §
tabl
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SYMBOL SYSTEMS

ALCHEMY

ALCHEMY, THE MEDIEVAL FORERUNNER OF CHEMISTRY, was a richly symbolic
science that united practical discovery with a mystical view of nature. The
goal of alchemists was to discover the Philosophers Stone, or the Elixir of
Life, which would create gold from base metals. This
change was known as transmutation, but could also be
undu>tood as a quest for spiritual perfection. One
way of achieving it was to unite opposing elements, such
as water and fire, earth and air, the four primary
elements. The fifth element or essence,
“quintessence,” symbolized the spirit.

THE TAIL OF THE DRAGON

n alchemy a dragon, or more often a serpent.

eatng 1ts own tail 1s known as the uroboros.

The dragon was a symbol of the god Mercury and
the circle a powerful symbol of the eternal cycle of nature

Because the uroboros recreates nselt by feeding on 1ts own

body, 1t 1s a symbol of transforming matter. 1.e. alchemy wselt.

ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLS

Alchemists believed all matter was made up of
earth, fire, water, and air. The symbol for water
flows down like water, the symbol for fire
up like flames. Sulfur and mercury are often
paired together line and teminine
symbols repectively. The sun was the symbol
of gold: the moon

v A
Q 4
> ©

SEAL OF SOI1 OMON

This six-point

rises
as mascu

of silver

IMMORTALITY
ed star, one of Because of fear of
f persecution,
alchemists developed
1 complex vocabulary
of symbols to convey

This

their knowledge

diag Jram shows what
n alchemist must do
arrive at the
bher's Stone, PHOENIX

key to immortahty

'he alchemist brings
together all the vital
elements around him

earth

nd fire
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CADUCEUS
According to alchenncal
lore, Mercury,
messenger of the gods,
cast his magic wand
between two warring
serpents. They coiled
themselves around 1t,
forming what 1s called
the caduceus, a symbol
of opposing forces
held mn balance.

ARAERSES 4 4
&

Ores MEDICO-(

T'his mythical bird 1s the alchenucal symbol of
rebirth through fire. In medieval legend, the
phoenix lives in Arabia but flies to Egypt, the
home of alchemy, to undergo 1ts ritual death and
regeneration, Here 1t cradles the all-powertul
elements of fire and water under 1ts wings

ALCHEMISTS IN A 1ABORATORY

EARLY ALCHEMISTS
Alchemists were ,
philosopher-chemists.
Their goal was to
disull an elixir that
would transtorm
common metals, such
as lead, into gold.
Through their ceaseless
laboratory experiments,
they forged a path for
modern chemistry.

SEE ALSO

CADUCEUS B DIAMOND
BROQCIT 40,

ROD OF AESCULAPIUS 59
LARLY ALCHEMISTS 640
GoiD, 11AD 39
\ 3!

SEAL OF SOLOMON e
STaR 01 Davip 16,
fsrarL 115

ProrNix e Piioesi



FREEMASONRY

FREE AND ACCEPTED MasONS form the worlds oldest assoctation of men. Its
members belong to a lodge presided over by a master and wardens. Its
principles, or craft, as freemasonry is called, is to “build” good men.
Initiation rites, or degrees, concern the biblical Temple of Solomon and
use the stonemasons tools as symbols of personal or spiritual growth.

LEVEL

The level 15 used to lay
bricks honizontally. 1t
15 the symbol of a
Senior Warden and
signifies equality.

MASONIC EMBLEM
As essential ools of a
stonemason, the
square and compass
have become the main
symbol of freemasonry.
Together they help

The sun. representing
create better cinzens

the day

TRACING BOARD
The principles of
freemasonry are
explained to new
members using tracing
boards covered with
symbols. This tracing,
board, with us three
pillars of wisdom,
strength, and beauty,
represents the first
degree of immation
into the fraternuty

Jacob's ladder

This connects the pathway
between heaven and carth,
with the three prinapal rungs
of Fauh. IHope and Charnty

Compass points

The cardinal points of
the compans are vhown
an the border

Pillar

The three pillars stand for
the “Rale of Three” the
wisdem, beanty, and strength
displayed in the building of

the Ipnv,n'¢ of Solomen

Ashlar

."r TN ; iankadr r My
bl k. reprovents unbormed
mian my whlar

nr perloniEn i

Checkered pavement
The bivak anid white squaire
reprewnt the Lraggl

U ! aeml ewil

ALCHEMY & FREEMASONRY

PrLUMB RULF
Builders use
the plumb rule
to obtam true
verticals. For
Masons it 1s a

=

APRON APRON € GRAND MASTIR

Masonic aprons are richly decorated emblems of
| office. They hark back to the lambskin aprons
| worn by stonemasons n ancient tmes. That ol
the Grand Master bears the sun ~ as the sun nses

SQUARE symbol of in the East announcing the day, so too the Grand
This is the emblem of rectitude, Master opens a lodge, sitting in the East.
| a Master of a Lodge. It indicating

1s an instrument that
gathers scattered
elements into order,
and so represents a
moral code.

their upright

‘ behavior. it 1s
the emblem of
a Junior

I Warden of a Lodge.

The all-seemg eve, with
rays of hight, an ancent
symbol of God

Moon and stars,
JTepresenting night

SIGN LANGUAGE
Solomon's temple 1s lull of
symbols, with winding stairs
representing an imternal path the o
individual must chmb On either side are the

key to man’s secrets and an ear of corn signifying
plenty The trowel “cements” brotherhood

US DOLLAR BIL]
Americas first

SEEIALSD

presdent, George SIGN LANGE AGL 35
Washn Plon, Wias a Wi R
Freenuson He adopted TRACING BOARD €3
i 1SONN n b P
suche as the pyramid
1 ACNOIC KNOow ey
1 1 1 | /i iy
TR TURS ot HATORENT
T ool US DOLLAR Bt e
CQ Ve ,
P .
1 bler i the ew
ALICTICan nation
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SYMBOI

DIVINATION

TO SEE INTO THI

SYSTEMS

“UTURE AND PREDICT the course of events is a desire that

has preoccupied humankind from time immemorial. In some countries,
animal entrails and oxen’s shoulder blades are still examined for signs and

answers 1o questions, as are the feeding habits of chickens. In the West the
richly symbolic system of the Tarot, with its pictorial

%, representations of situations or states of mind, has

regained its popularity, and the medieval art of casting

runes has reemerged. The ancient art of palmistry, in
which the lines etched on the human palm stand for
areas of human life, continues to flourish everywhere.

OUJA BOARD

¢ | The owja board 1s a
\\_// means of geting n
touch with the dead

W ind

nas come 1o

represent contact with

CRYSTAIL BALI the spint world. While
Crystal spheres can many see this as a
oncentrate the rays of | harmless pastimg
the sun and so hav« others use 1t serously
on LO represent L ntact those they
divine Jl_:l;AUAl nave lost or to ast
(Bl 0% : )
i'tl«':,‘\' ¢ stal b OT¢ )|

s olten used P
]. 1 on 1
d C SN \ 1
1O 11¢ 111 1

1 \I“l'.] 12 ) 1

Nd sees

R ———— —_— 1 = = —

READING HANDS

|

[

|

‘ 1 ] thAat 1} 1
| 1AUcCd 1d

| T‘. 1 reveal a per

|

|

N HEAND

PAILMISIRY

['EA LEAVES

It was onee common
practice in England
1o have one’'s fortune
told by means of tea
Il D lhl ca wa
drunk unul just one
teaspoon remained in
the cup. The cup
ould then be rotated
three times before the
hquid was poured mto
the saucer The
l).l'l\ rns created by
the leaves that

formed the basis
ol the “reader
J llll'll‘lx'l.lll"ll

IBIEO

Vere l(‘ll !)l\]”ll‘l A
==

4

AFRICAN |
DIVINING
BOW

AND STICK

PENDULUM

\ pendulum can be
used for dowsing —
discovering metal
objects or water
beneath the earth's
surface. In especially
skilled hands, a
pendulum can even be
suspended over a map
to locate lost items.

DIVINATION BOWL
Among the Yoruba of |
Nigeria, a bowl is hlled
with sand and then |
tapped with a stick.

| The resulung sand
formation can be
mterpreted by a
diviner to answer
questions such as
where to locate water
or when the tnibe can
expect rain.

ROMA

DIVINATION DEVICT
ROMAN DIVINATION
In Roman umes sacred
chickens were used as

| messengers of the gods.
They were placed in
specially construeted
coops and observed. [
['he way they scratched
at therr food and ate
was thought to show
whether or not the gods
approved of a parucular
plan. A similar form of
divination 1s still
practiced m parts of
the world today

CHINLSE THROWING STICKS |
In Chinese temples 1t 1s common to see men and i
woien shaking cylindrical pots of sticks until

one stick clatters to the ground. n this type of
divinanion, cryptic messages are attached 1o the
sticks The one that falls first s all-important,

and books provide detailed
interpretations

-
-—



RUNE STONES
Casting runes for dvination ongiated in lceland in
the Middte Ages and has ruuml\ come back into
vogue. There are 24 runes. each witha ssmbolic
meanmg. plus a blank one for the unknown. The
order in \\ngh the runes fall dictates their meaning,

Dicrt
Dice have been thrown
in divination since
ancient times and ar
common symbols of
luck or chance In this
_ method of looking into
= '.]:k tuture, three dice

are thrown \When

thev fall, the numbers
that they reveal and the order in which the dice
lie are checked against a table of meanings This
In turn provides answers 1o or interpretations
of the quesnons raised

o g B
o4l 4

i

i!
{i
N

i

]

-
D

I CHieG

The | Ching 15 an ancient Chinese divinatory
LEXL 1N Wi nanswers t juestiot ITC SEt LI
torm ol “tngrar Each trigram consists of
three whole Imale s or br ‘
!’ Cle

cn klemald Nt

o

ire eight basic patterns that can by
ombined to provide u chowce of 64 hexagran

1 giving a chllerent meaning

-

Divina

TION

THE LANGUAGE OF THE TAROT

Tarot cards probably ongmated 1 the East They entered

NI

TEMPERANCE

Europe more than 500 vears ago. The cards consist of 22
major arcana, or trump cards. and 56 nunor arcana, the
two sets possibly onginating separately. They present a

pteture of a pe r\nmhl\ aud symbolize the souls journey

along four parallel paths toward spiritual culightenment

XV

SEE AISO

CRYSUAL BALL ®

Dict v
O

Parsnsesy ¢

PRIEDICTION §
RONMAN DIVINATION €
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SYMBOL SYSTEMS

WHEEL OF FORTUNE
This astrological wheel
shows 12 “houses,”
each representing
one-twelfth of the
heavens at the time
of birth. The outer
ring shows the
signs; the inner
ring shows the
element assigned
to each. Fire signs
are energetic and
forceful; water signs
are emotional and
Intuitive; air signs are
objective and logical,
earth signs are practical
and reliable.

ASTROLOGY

THE IDEA THAT THE MOVEMENTS of the sun, the moon, and
the planets through the heavens influence our lives goes
back thousands of vears. As early as 3000 BC. the
ancient Mesopotamian civilizations recorded the
movements of these celestial bodies. and endowed their
gods and goddesses with the power and atributes of
the heavenly bodies. The Greeks saw them as
representations of their own deities, and the Romans
gave the five known planets — Mercury, Venus, Mars,
Jupiter, and Saturn - the names that we still use todav. WHEE

&\/1/i); EVERYTHING UNDER THE SUN

S0 T Our Sunsign is the astrological sign of the zodiac that
NS /7 y Y. the powerful Sun is passing through at the time of our
== < birth. Using symbolic language, the Sun sign in astrology
ZN\ "2 Sh== descnibes how we express ourselves most naturally:
I X" TR The Moon in astrology is the feminine counterpart of the The :lon_\\'
' - Sun. It represents our emotional responses and our links mnou.u:\:\-

with the past.

SIGN EACH MONTH

ARIES
Courageous
passionate,
enthusiastic
and assertive, Aries
people are inclined
to rush 1nto things
Thus fire sign 1s
associated with spring
—a ume of renewed
growth and energy.

LiBRA

o

TAURUS
Those born
under this
earth sign are
said to be pracucal and
reliable. vet with
a stubbom streak
Sensuous Taureans
have a love of beauty
and may have

beauuful voices

SCORPIO
intense and
passionate.
with a love

f mystery and secrets
Scorpios are loyal and
privale PK'\"E";(' Not

vn tor therr

GEMINI

Versatile and

quick-watted.

those born
under the sign of the
twins can also be
changeable. Geminis
are communicative
people and need to
know what 1s going on
around them

SAGITTARIUS
Enthusiastic,
direct. and
adventurous,
sagianans
love to learn With a
great desire for freedom
>agittanans ¢an
ss if hie
s routine, and
njoy trave llnl,_"

Necome restie
become

mdny ¢

CANCER
Cancenans
are said to
be sensive
home-loving types who
will retreat into their
shell 1if upset. This
water sign is associated
with the family. and
many Cancerians have
very close family ues.

Cas Dt

VS

22-Jaxn 20

CAPRICORN
Cautious and
disciplined,
the carthy
Capricorn 1s hard-
working and has a
marked urge to
succeed. Those born
under this sign can
resist change or be
high chimbers

Lro

The typical

Leo hkes to

be the center
of attenuion and can
have a powerful
personality with a
touch of the dramatic
Warm and loyal, Leos
have a generous and
friendly nature.

ADUARIUS Jax 21-Fes 19
AQUARIUS
Y Independent
Q7 ind witha
reformist

streak, Aquanans are
individualists who
rarcly subscribe to
convenuonal views.
Champions of new
causes, their opinions
can appear dogmatic

VIRGO

VIRGO AUG 24-SepT 23
Cautious
and quite

private, the

practical Virgoan
pays attention to
detail and hkes to be
well prepared.
Virgoans may take a
special interest in
their health and diet.

Pisces

PiscEs 20 Fep=~20 Mar
The typical
Pisces 1s

imaginative

and intwtive and has
a very compassionate
nature. The fish
symbolism reflects
the rather shppery
and changeable
quality of the sign




PLANETARY RULERS

In astrology, the ten planets (the Sun and Moon
are treated as planets, although technically a
star and a satellite) represent basic drives or
charactenstics that are common to everyone.
The sign the planet occupies at birth, us
position, and the aspects it makes, color the
expression of 1ts energies. Below are the main
symbols and assoctations for each planet.

ASTROLOGY

CHINESE ASTROLOGY

THONE BORN

UNDER

birth. Each of the 12 animal signs occurs

N ARE every 12 years according to a lunar calendar
STRO . > o
- that begins around January/February. The

STUBBORN

signs are further defined by 5 elements,
wood, fire, air, metal, and water.

The Chinese system is based on the year of

SuN JUPITER
The central The largest
creative known
force in the planet,
zodiac, the Jupiter

Sun has masculine
attnbutes and 1s hinked
with rulers and fathers.
1t 15 associated with
the heart and 1ts metal
1s gold. The Sun rules
the sign of Leo.

MooN

Associated

with

mothers,

the body,
and childhood, the
Moon 1s the Sun's
feminine counterpart.
Linked to the stomach
and womb, us metal 1s
silver. The Moon rules
the sign of Cancer

MERCURY
Fast-
moving
Mercury
represents
the mind and the urge
to understand and
communicate Linked
wath the shoulders,
arms, and nervous
system, Mercury rules
Virgo and Gemini

VENUS

The planet

of love,

attraction,

beauty
and cooperation,
Venus JR“ represents
what we value in life
It 1s linked to the
kidneys and 18 the
natural ruler of Taurus
and {abra

MARS
Named
after the
god of
war, Mars
ymbaolizes direct

erey and getung

whal we want Ruler of
Aries and Scorpio
Mar associated with
the head. and with

ron and sted

represents expansion,
exploration, and the
search for knowledge
and meaning. Jupiter's
associated body part 1s
the hver, and 1t rules
Sagitarnius and Pisces.

SATURN

Once the

farthest

known

planet,
Saturn represents
order, limitation, and
responstbility. 1t is
associated with the
skeleton and the skin,
and rules Capricorn
and Aquarius.

URrANUS
Discovered
only in the
late 18th
century at
a ume of revolutions
and social unrest,
Uranus represents
individual freedom,
new ideas, and
dramatic change. lt s
the ruler of Aquanus.

NEPTUNE

Neptune,

discovered

1 the

middle of
the 19th century,
symbolizes the
intangible and the
extraordmary. The
planet of fantasy and
dreams, Neptune rules
the sign of Pisces

Pruio

Pluto

represents

powerful

hidden
forces beyond our
ontrol, and 1s named
ifter the Romuan god of
'l'l inderworld It s
1ssociated with hife
death, and renewal
ind rules Scorplo

Rat
S (e.g. 1948)
The rat 1s ambruious,
hard-working, and
liable to accumulate
money. Rats may be
reserved and shy.

Ox

(e.g. 1973)
The intethgent and
hard-working ox can
be stubborn. But
once aroused, an ox’s
feelings are deep.

TiGER

(e.g 1962)
The tiger 1akes nsks,
but is usually born
lucky. Tigers have a
sensual nature and
often act on impulse.

R RABBIT
(e.g. 1987)
The rabbut 1s arustic,
thoughtlful, intelhgent,
and lucky, and often
pursues a comfortable

lifestyle.

DRAGON

(c.g. 1940)
Dragons are strong-
willed and fiery. They
are usually successful,
and either marry
young or stay single.

NEPALESE ZODIAC,

A WHEEL OF YEARS

EARLY 20TH CENTURY

This Nepalese zodrac displays the 12 images of
the Chinese system n the outer circle and the 8
sacred Buddhist symbots 1n the central circle

SNAKE
Q@ (e.g 1953)
Snakes are pleasure-
loving, with a tendency
to be secretive. They
are as energetic and
self-rehant as dragons

HORSE

(e.g. 1990)
Freedom-loving, good-
humored, and
generous, the horse 1s
a popular and rather
unpredictable character

BOAR
(c.g 1950)
Those born undet
the boar tend to be
sociable, loyal, and
rehable, with a
passionate nature

Dog

(e.g 1934
Dogs are intelligent
affectionate, honest,
and loyal. They are
objective, but can be
inflexible

ROOSTER
T (e.g 1957)
Disciplined and good
at orgamzing others,
the rooster can be
eccentric, but has a
sense of humor.

MONKEY

(e.g. 1992)
The charming and
conceited monkey
can be promiscuous
when young, but 15
more settled later

SHEEP

! II (c.g. 1943)

Those born under
this sign tend to {eel
easily hurt. Their
compassionate nature
makes them popular

A HARMONIA Macro Cossicy, 1708

MAPPING THE SKIES
As men and women
gazed up at the night
sky, the patterns
created by the stars
suggested familiar
objects or animals
They named the stars
according to what they
saw - Leo for hon and
Gemint for twins — and
inchuded these images
n their early maps

SLE ALSO

CHINESE Z0DIAC €2

HINDU 20D1IAC €3 My
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SYMBOL SYSTEMS

HERALDIC EMBLEMS

ONE OF THE MOST COLORFUL and attractive uses of symbols is in heraldry.
There is no limit to the variety of devices used — plants, animals, humans,
mythical beings. geometric shapes, colors, and inscriptions are grouped
in a coat of arms or as a flag to represent a family, business, or nation. The
practice of heraldry began in medieval times when symbols were used to
identify knights on a battlefield or jousting in tournaments. It soon became
a highly complicated system that had to be strictly regulated. This was done
by the kings messengers, the heralds, which is why it is called heraldry.

VIVID LANGUAGE

Heraldic devices are described in a
language called “blazon.” It uses terms
such as “shield,” “charge” (a symbol on
the shield), and “supporter” (a figure on
either side of a shield).

EAGLI

”'U \l\‘llhlk‘*h\'.lklk'\l

eagle is of Byzantine
late Roman) origin

LioN
The so-called king of
beasts 1s a natural

symbol of Y\"\L\:l‘\

Doac

TRAPPINGS OF CHIVALRY

Knights and their horses dressed sumptuously for | BEAR Symbol of faithfulness
battle or tournament. They wore their heraldic In Central European and loyalty, a dog may
symbols on their shields, armor, and surcoats raldry the bear stgnify a Crusader

standing for strength

Olt¢ 'z;‘ 1CES Lhe lion

CRESTED

EAGLE

Crests were

originally heraldic

S\'T hole I nte

helmets. An ea

symbol of German

OWNS
€d I 40) Il
i us |
i Ime

CADENCY MARKS
On English coats of
arms 'h.'».. mbols

nt t}h T »
en e rank 2 >

)L eacn son within

s a tamily
IGNALS o ' l

STATUS SYMBOLS

Since coats of arms are ultimately granted
by the “fount of all honor,” the Crown,
they have come to represent power and
authority — royal, inherited, or civic.
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ARMS OF HENRY VIII ‘
At the ime of Henry VIII, the Briush royal coat of |
arms bore the English lion and the Welsh dragon. |
The unicorn of Scotland was not represented

since Scotland was then a separate kingdom. ‘

ARMS OF THE SWINTON FAMILY

Dating from the 12th century, the Swinton family
arms have evolved from a single boar “rampant”
(upnight) into a herd of six, acquiring along the |
way the mottos “I hope™ and “I think.”

ARMS OF THE CI1Y OF LIVERPOOI

Neptune and a merman, the “supporters,” refer

to Liverpool's long history as a port, as does the
ship. The liver bird (similar to a cormorant), is a
visual pun, a device in heraldry called “canting




HERALDIC EMBLEMS

ASIAN BADGES OF HONOR

Japan is the only nation that uses a similar system of heraldry to that ol
Europe, and it also developed m the 12th century. Japanese heraldic
symbols are called “mons,” and are usually circular. The red sun on

the Japanese flag is the mon of the Land of the Rising Sun.
Symbolic patterns were also used on Chinese court dress to denote rank

| IMPURIAL FLOWER

The chrvsanthemum
15 the national flower OFFICIAL'S DRESS
of Japan and a symbol  Each round pattern on

| of long life and this Chmese court coat

‘ prospernty. The 16- 15 made up of good
petaled flower 1s the luck symbols. The
crest of the emperor Manchunan crane was
other imperal males a symbol of longevity
use a 14-petaled mon.  and was supposed 1o

carry the immortals
through the an
While cranes were
embroidered on the
courl robes of civic
officials of 1he
fourth grade. Here
they are encircled

| \ B / J
i by ¢ Il\‘ll\l,\ and \v\ fh‘l."éip.‘.“\\\‘b:/ /4
1ny bats, the Wk e‘
. 2l NS
| bats being
- a7 symbols of s
i happiness I
A (G Wity
| |FLAGS S, N
| ! N ¢ /// \\\
| Using a range of colors, forms, emblems,
a *Stgns, 1ags repres a wide variety
| nd designs, flags represent a wide vartety A\ S
of different peoples, but probably the W %
best-known flags are those of nation states.  ® :
MAaLAwI - South KOREA BiUTAN The US flag s 1
The sun appears on The "ym-yang” svmbol | The dragon - similar odified 1la
many “.lj_’\ sometimes 1 the centel Xc‘llh'»\ that 1ppearcd W The 13 st
[yi\h~«nlln_'1-~'..xll‘ represc nts the two on Chinese flag and lor tl
The nising red sun i universal opposing a reminder that t
the top band ol forces of Taorsm The Himalayar
Malawa's flag 1s taken four trigrams ol the name n it
irom the |"'~""’\ ” hi I i'l ~CNL Sur languag 1B
formet ony ol moon. cartl 1ind n 1 l..n
Nyasaland [hunder Dra
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SYMBOL SYSTEMS

[NTERNATIONAL SIGNS

THE NOTION OF A PICTURE BEING “worth a thousand words™ is
borne out by the vast number of signs and symbols that now
represent words and phrases throughout the world. Take, for
example, the no smoking sign. The red circle with its diagonal

line over a smoldering cigarette is as instantly recognizable in

New York as it would be in Kathmandu. This sign, like traffic

signs or the CND peace symbol above, has been designed to communicate

immediately and effectively; other signs, such as mathematical and musical
notation, have evolved over centuries as virtual languages in their own right.

PEACE CROSS

ORGANIZATIONS

Tue REp CroOsS
The International Red
Cross was founded 1n
Geneva in 1863 10
provide medical reliet
to all during wartime
[ts emblem was
formed by reversing o
the colors and symibol PY
of the Swiss flag

elels

Tue O1yYMPIC FILAG

The Olympic emblem of five interlocking circles
was created 1o repre sent lhive continents -
Europe, Asia, Alrica, Australia, and the Amenicas

MATHEMATICAL SYMBOLS
| — SUBTRACT

ADD
l The symbol

The plus sign |

first appeared | for the minus sign, hike
in Germany m 1489 in | the plus sign, was first
Mercantile Arithmetic

used in John
by John Widman, Widman's book.

X Fhe symbol lor
muluphcation
first appeared m
Wilham Oughtred’s
Clavis Mathematica,
published mn 1631
The percent

O/
O sign derives

lrom the formula
/100. The term s from
the Laum, per centum

Divipi Murrirery
The division
symbol was
mvented in 1668 by
John Pell. a professor
of mathemancs from
Cambndge, England
= Bl s PrRCINT
= The equals sign
was mnvented by

Robert Recorde, who
used 1t m an algebraic
text pubhished m 1557

INFINITY

Oo The earhest

recorded use of the

infimity symbol was n
1665 n De Sectiombus
Conicis, by John Wallis

SQUARL ROOT

Comed n

1557, the

square root sign
1s a modthed form of a
division sign

MUSICAL NOTATION

I
The present system of representing music has !
evolved over hundreds of years. At the end of |
the Roman period a system was devised using
the letters A-G 1o represent the 7-note scale. The
standardization of the 5-line stave, used to
determine puch, came about in the 17th century.

H

Tichle clef

J
f D E I G A B C

Muddle
‘ 5

>

NOTE VALUES

The duranon of notes and rests — the sounds
and the sitences — is indicated by symbols of
different shapes. These notes and rests are
related to the beat of the music. A dot after a
note or rest extends its value by half. The
clet sign (bass or treble) determines the

Bass def

range of pitches 1o which
that staft refers.
Whot t Hary
QUARIIR Ficitn
SINTEENTH THIRTY-SECOND

Ql‘;\l.lIY CONTROL MARKS

so that pIeces « ould be located acc lll';lll'ly

Tie UNITED NATIONS
The Umted Nauions was {founded in 1945 and

SILVER MARKS:

he system of stamping precious metals as prool of then
purity came nto being i the 13th century. Silver had
to have at least 92.5 percent silver content in order 1o be
considered sterhng. Countries adopted diflerent signs
to denote purty, and cities also had mdividual stamps

OWNED BY TW'S DENOTING PURI
1 AND QUALITY ASSURANC I

RIUGISTERI D TRADI MARK
NIW WX

SYMBOI SYMBOL O REAL LEATHER

OF PURE

COTTON

adopted as ns emblem a polar view of the world | ¢ . Z@ \‘t &\ mdo A
encircled by two olive branches of peace 001 ”l ‘ VH‘ VRGN
) [ E \ ‘
C T N { 1
. ; '
LAl
FRANCE
LONI
1 MunNicH
Or
de . .
116




INTERNATIONAL SIGN

WARNING SIGNS

International highway “sign language™ has been devised
for maximum visual impact. ltiavolves a clear system
of colors and shapes that can be understood mstantly

Red, for example, indicates prohibition; yvellow, caution;

and green, safety: Similarly a tnangle s a warnmg sign and a

red curcle, with or without a crosshar. is a prohibttion sign.

PROUIBITION
Circles with red outer bands, with or
without crossbars, mdicate prohibition.

WARNING TRIANGLE
A tnangular black band on a yellow
background color 15 a cautionary sign.

GENERAL W ARN N TONC /PORONOLS N ENTRY 2
DY
. '.
D
2
i",.
]
l LAMMAR §

QTS - N L ND CYCTING T

PUBLIC INFORMATION WASHING LABELS
he standardization of }“':"‘lli symbols has \ll internattonal m a
e DI D : i labeling scheme exists
AWaASHING D& T Wins11 FLAND W8 AN N Y RUCESIES (RO

been in operation since the early 1900s
I S e to promote the proper
reflecting the growth of mternational travel , )
: care of clothes and

Most signs are self-explanatory . '
e e If- plat ' textiles. Words arc
intentionally kept to a
miminmun. A cross
o ® through any symbol
means “do not D3ty 1RON DU NET 1usBLE DR Do it 1 Bilaca
DiREC 1HION
:l‘ s1en .lp 3 m=ra oy |
Vet M

SEr ALSo

Dirtc 110N ¢

MAOTHENMATICATL SAMBOES €3

ORGANIZATEONS €

Rrcycrs
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planct has prompt ! QU ALITY CONTROL MARKS €
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HANDS

HORNS

This “horned™ gesture
protects aganst evil or
bad luck and 1s often
combined with a
backward and forward
rotation of the hand

FINGERS CROSSED
I'his widespread
symbol of protection
or good luck is a
modified form of the
Christian cross

Tuusss vp

Meaning “okay,” this
stems from Roman
times, when spectators
would make a similar
gesture covering their
thumbs (symbols of
swords) to spare a
gladhator’s life

PRAYING HANDS

T'his famihar symbol of
prayer 1s also onc of
respect and greeting in
India and Southeast
Asia. Onginally 1t
signified hands bound
together 1n a symbolie
oftering of oneself

1o God

X VICTORY

PLEADING 1TANDS

SYMBOL SYSTEMS

SYMBOLIC (GESTURES

“ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDs,” and this is particularly true of gestures.
The various postures that we assume, both consciously and unconsciously,
are highly revealing — although just what they reveal depends on whether
or not the action is intentional, and on the context in which it occurs.
Some gestures, however, transcend cultures — hands clasped together and
held out to another are a symbol of entreaty the world over.

LOOSE SCREW

This gesture indicates
that someone 1s crazy,
that he or she needs to
ughten a loose screw
in the head

STUPIDITY

Common m Saudi
Arabia, this imphes "I
can see clearly that you
are a fool.”

QUIERY

In haly this gesture

of fingers and thumb
pressed together, with
the hand twitching up
and down, asks "What
do you want?" or
“What do you mean?”

OKAY

Here the thumb and
refin form a circle

ind n k and

tortl dicate that

tihr YOO

>O T €

TIINKING

People adopt this
posture unconsciously.
It 1s a modihed prayer
with a reassuring
touching of the lips.

TEETH FLICK

This gesture, flicking a
thumb-nail against the
teeth, i1s common in
Mediterranean countries,
where it denotes anger.

MOCKERY

Thumbing one’s nose
15 a playful insult,
famihar to all ages and
all nanonalities. Often
the fingers are wiggled
to emphasize mockery

JEALOUSY
This gesture has vanous related meanings, and is
generally an insult. In Mediterranean countries
it represents the horns of a cuckold; m Japan it
denotes an angry or jealous woman.

GREETINGS

WAVING
This gesture 15 often made on

NOSF RUBBING

Although rare in the West, the

rubbing of noses 1s sull practiced
in other

mecting or parting. The hand
raised wath palm upward

15 a classic way cultures,

of drawing notably
attention among,

1o onesell Polynesians.

HANDSHAKE
The clasping ol hands 1s a common gesture both on
meeting and parting. Unlike a bow or a curtsey, it
signifies a certain equality of status,

».

4

Bowina
This form of greeting 1s
praciiced mamly m Asia and 1s
a common sign of respect
Performers also bow 10 their
auchience 10 acknowledge -
applause In the West bowing sull
sometimes accompantes the !
handshake. signifying humihty, the
person bowing bemg
symbohcally “smaller
than 1he other.




TriumPH

Arms straight 1n the air
are a sign of success: the
person feels this big,

HaiL
Depending on the
stuffness of the arm,
this 1s a friendly
gesture or a Fascist
salute. It goes back to
Roman times and was
adopted by Hitler in
the 1930s

RLJOICING
This gesture,
which combines
jumping in the air
with the slapping
of nght hands, 1s
a spontaneous
display of joy It
IS most common
in the field of
team sports

PRAISE

In this gesture, palms,
and head are turned
heavenward.

SURRENDER

A recognized gesture of

submission, this arms-

raised posture shows

that the person 1s not
reaching for

a weapon

NO

No" can be expressed
by turning the in'.ul
from side to side, or in
North Afnca wath a
single, sharp tumn to
e side and back

Yeis

Although shaking
ones ht'.lll X:l'nl'r‘l”‘.
means “no,” in India
and Pakistan this
wobbling from side

to side means “yes

SYMBOLIC GESTURES

MOUTH

CHILDHOOD INSULT
Children the world over
stick their tongues out
as a rude gesture —
perhaps their first
learned insult.

I DON'T KNOW

This gesture involves
pulling down the
corners of the mouth -
a facial equivalent to
shrugging shoulders

EXASPERATION

A famihar sign of
exasperation, the eyes
are tumed heavenward,
as though invoking
divine assistance.

SKEPTICISM

Raising just one
cycbrow 1s a common
gesture of disbelief
The two sides of the
face are at odds

registering a state
ol conlusion

CHEEK KISS

This is a friendly
gesture practiced in the
West, in which both
people kiss each other
on one or both cheeks.

BE QuUIET

An easily recognized
symbol of silence, the
lips are sealed

ANGER

Biting one's lower hp
while shaking one’s
head from side to side
shows barely
contained anger.

LOVERS’ KISS
An crotic view of a kiss, in which two people are
fused together in total inumacy

Pt
L r,,’ ,// \
awes.
WINKING CO T y
A wink has various U \N’J]}
meanings, from sexual 1N [
approval by a potenual [\ \/ 7|
[mrlncr. to collusion ( / i
between two people X )

the know

B1OWING A KISS

HAND Kiss
This gesture 1s a
symbol of respect, and
was once commonly
performed by a man
greeting a woman.
Usually the lips barely
touch the hand.

i NN
ol
/ /
; ~

A symbol of love, often from a mother to a child
or to a friend oo distant to embrace

SEE ALSO
\.
— ARMS &% D
{ /, ) ” f !
& . 4
\ >/ LINGERS CROSSED B3
f | 5
>
: ~~y HAaNDs €2
ANXILTY S —~ H (
1 4
Eyebrows raised and 7 t
furrowed 1s an '
instinctive response to - FOOT Kiss I §3
extreme anxiety Itis a A gesture symbolizing KISSING o8 Lips 8
natural expression humulity and respect Mot s

common to all performed by the Pope [
cultures during Holy Week

Jul] &
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In references to Greek and Roman mythology in the
book, we have generally used the Roman names for
the gods rather than their Greck counterparts,

because they tend to be more familiar. The Roman

gods are listed here with their Greek equivalents.

Absolute, the A term for God or the state
of cosmic unity.

Adonis In Greek and Roman mythology. a
beautiful youth loved by Venus. He was
killed while boar hunting.

Agni Hindu fire god.

Ainu Aboriginal inhabitants of the
Japanese island Hokkaido.

Aladdin The main character in The 1,001
Nights or Arabian Nights, a poor boy who
has a magic lamp.

Alchemy The chemistry of medieval
scientists, who tried to find a way to turn
ordinary metals into gold.

Allah Islamic name for God

allegory A story in which the characters
and events are meant to be interpreted
symbolically.

amulet A charm, often inscribed with a
magic formula, to protect one against
evil.

Annunciation The angel Gabriel's visit to
the Virgin Mary to tell her that she will
give birth to Jesus

Apollo Greek and Roman sun god, and
god of prophecy

Arabian Nights A collection of Eastern folk
tales, also known as the 1,001 Nights.

Ariadne Daughter of Cretan King Minos in
Greek mythology, who helped Theseus
only to be later abandoned by him.

Aristotle Ancient Greek philosopher
advocating reason and moderation.

Ashanti People from central Ghana.

asceticism Denying oneself physical
pleasure for religious reasons.

Assyrians Ancient peoples who inhabited
what is now Iraq, and who conquered a
vast empire.

auspicious Bringing good luck

avatar Incarnation; one of the Hindu god
Vishnu'’s ten incarnations on earth

Aztecs An American Indian people who
inhabited ancient Mexico.

Babylonians Inhabitants of ancient Iraq

Bacchus (Greek Dionysus) Roman god of
feruhty and wine.

EE R

SIGNS & SYMBOLS

L > % T A R

GLOSSARY

Bodhisattva Future Buddha; one who
postpones Nirvana in order to save
others.

Brahma The four-headed god who created
the universe and who, with Vishnu and
Shiva, forms the Hindu trinity.

Buddha Religious leader, founder of
Buddhism, who taught that
enlightenment is achieved by meditation
and detachment.

Cernunnos Celtic horned god. lord of
nature and fertility.

Cherokee A Natuve American people.

Churchill, Winston British Prime Mnister
during World War 1l

CND Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament.

Comanches A native people of North
America.

cosmos, cosmology Universe; study of the
universe as an ordered whole.

Crucifixion The execution of Christ by
nailing him to a cross.

cuckold Man whose wife 1s unfaithful to
him.

Cupid (Greek Eros) Roman god of earthly

love, son of Venus
David Second Hebrew king, father of
Solomon.

Diana (Greek Artemis) Roman goddess of

hunting, protector of women.

Donar Teutonic god of thunder.

Dreaming, the In Austrahian Aboriginal
thought, the spiritual and natural order
incorporating legends of the ancestors.

Durga A ternfying form of the Goddess in
Hinduism

clixir A hquud giving cverlasting life.

crogenous zone Area of body susceptible
to erotic stimulation.

Eve Biblical first woman. who lived with
her husband, Adam, in the Garden of
Eden.

Exodus The escape of the Jews from
slavery in Egypt.

Fates Atropos, Clotho, and Lachesis,
Greek goddesses controlling destiny.

Flood, the According to many religious
traditions, an ancient disaster that
drowned all humanity except for a
chosen few.

four elements Earth, air, fire, and water,
believed in medieval nmes to be the
basic ingredients of the universe.

120
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' four humors The four fluids (blood,

I} phlegm, yellow bile, and black bile) that,

| according to medieval belief, shaped the

| personality depending on how much of
each was present in the body.

Freud, Sigmund (1856-1939) Austrian
psychologist who invented
psychoanalysis.

Freya In Norse mythology. Odin’s wife,
goddess of love, marnage, and fertility.

Furies Avenging goddesses in Greek
mythology.

Gabriel Archangel in Christian and
Muslim belief; God’s messenger.

Gandhi, “Mahatma” (1869-1948) Indian

| nationalist leader, famous for heading a

l nonviolent freedom struggle.

Garuda Fabulous bird, mount of the
Hindu god, Vishnu.
Great Goddess An embodiment of the

. femmine principle. May take different

| forms. In Hinduism, may be benign or

| terrifying.

| griffin A mythical beast with a lion’s body

l and eagle’s beak and wings.

Hanukkah The Jewish festival of lights.

| harbinger Forerunner, precursor.

' Hathor Egyptian goddess of love and
beauty

' Hercules (Greek Herakles) Hero of
Roman mythology famous for his
strength.

heresy A belief that contradicts authorized
religious teaching.

' Herod Herod Anupas, governor of the

| Jews n Jesus' time.

| Hittites Inhabitants of ancient Anatolia

| and Syria.

! Homer Blind Greek poct of the 8th

| century G, author of the epics Iliad and

| Odysscey .

|

Horus Egypuan hawk-headed sun god,
son of Isis and Osiris.
I Ching Ancient Chinese book of
| divination.
| initiation ceremony A rite of admission,
| often marking the entry into adulthood.
| Inuits Inhabutants of Greenland and the
Arctic region of North America; Eskimos.
Isis Chief goddess of ancient Egypt, sister-
wife of Osiris.
Israelites Descendants of the patriarch

| (Jacob); the Jews.
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Jacob Hebrew patnarch whose twelve sons
were ancestors o Isracl's twelve tribes.

Jonah  Biblical figure who was swallowed
by a great fish.

Judas Iseariot Disciple who betrayed
Christ 10 the Jews.

Judea Southern division of ancient
Palestine.

Jung, Carl (1875-1961) Swiss psychologist
and colleague of Freud who originated
analytical psychology

Juno (Greck Hera) Queen of the Roman

« pantheon, protector of women.

Jupiter (Greek Zeus) King of the gods in

~Roman mythology. god of thunder.

Koran The Muslim sacred texts as revealed
to the prophet Mohammed

Krishna Incarnauon of the Hindu god
Vishnu

mandala Pictonal symbol of the universe,

¢ a Buddhist aid 10 meduation.
| Mars (Greek Ares) Roman god of war.,

_martyrdom  Dying for one’s belief.

- Mary, Virgin The mother of Jesus Christ.
| Maya An ancient Indian people who lived

- in Central America and Southern

. Mexieo.

"Mecca The birthplace of Mohammed.

- Medusa In Greek mythology, a female
monster with snakes for hair whose
glance turned people to stone.

i\i‘cr'cury (Greek Hermes) Roman
messenger god, god of travelers.

Mesoamerica Central America, between
Northern Mexico and Panama

Mesopotamia The ancient name for part of
modern Iraq

microeosm The world or universe in

“muniature

Minerva (Greek Athena) Roman goddess
of wisdom and war

Minoan Of prehistonc Crete

Mithras Ancient Persian god of hght,
worshiped by Romans:

Moghul emperors Northern Indian
Mushm dynasty rulers 1526-1857.

Mohammed (¢ 570-632) The prophet
founder of Islam

monotheistic Behieving anone god only

and

Moses Hebrew lawgiver and judge who led
his peopleout of Egypt

mysticism A way ol directly experiencing
the Dwvine through ecstaue or
heightened spintwalawareness

Navajo A.Native Ameniean people of North
Amenca

Nefertem Human-headed Egypuan god of
the sctting sun
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Neptune (Greek Poseidon) Roman god of
the sea.

Nirvana Exuncuon of mdividuality and
absorption into the cosmos, never to be
reborn; goal of Buddhism

Noah Biblical character who, at God s
command, built an Ark to save his family
from the Flood

Odin Chief deity of Norse mythology, sky
god.

Orpheus Mythical Greek poet and
musician with the power to enchant all
living creatures.

Osiris Egyptian god of the dead.

Ottoman Belonging to the Ottoman
Empire, ruled by the Turks ap 1300~
1920.

Pan Greek god of shepherds and hunters,
with a goat’s horns and hoofs. His pipes
had a hypnouc effect.

pantheon All the gods of a mythology
collecuvely.

patriarchs The founding fathers of a
nation or rehgron.

Phacton Son of Apollo, who drove the
charnot of the sun for one day, ncarly set
the earth on fire, and was killed by
Juputer's thunderbolt.

i phoenix Fabulous Arabian bird reborn

from the flames of its own destruction.

' Pluto (Greek Dis) Roman god of Hades,

|

the Underworld, kingdom of the dead
primordial Existing from the beginning;
primeval

Promised Land Canaan (present-day
Israel), which the Jews believed had been
promised them by God '

Quetzaleoatl Aztec god of learming and of
priestly funcuons, usually depicted as a
feathered serpent.

Rama Vishnu's seventh mcarnation, the
mythical hero of India’s war with Lanka

Ramadan The ninth month of the Islamic
calendar, when Muslhims last by day

Re Egypuan sun-god, father of Osins and
Isis

Renaissanee The transitional period
between the Middle Ages and modern
umes; hiterally the “rebirth” of arts and
learning,

Samurai Japanese anstocraue warrors,
equivalent of England's kmghts

Sanskrit The ancient hterary language ol
Indra

Saturn The second largest planet Its
influence 1s beheved by astrologers o
give nse o a cold, melancholy
temperament
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satyrs Half-goat and half-human
woodland gods in Greek mythology

Selket Human-headed Egypuan scorpion-
goddess

shaman Priest-doctor who works directly
with the spint world.

Shiva The Destroyer, one of the three great
gods of Hmdwmsm.

Sinai Mountam in Egypt where Moses
received the Ten Commandments

Sioux A Native American people of North
America.

Solomon, King Hebrew king, son of
David. famed for wisdom

| Soviet Union The former Union of Soviet

Sociahst Republics.

stylus Pomted implement for wnung on
wax tablets.

Taoism Chinese philosophical system
teaching harmonious interaction with
nature.

Theseus Here of Greek mythology who
killed the minotaur.

Thor Norse god of thunder.

Thoth Ihis-headed god of wisdom and
learning in Egypuan mythology

totem An object or creature regarded as
sacred by a clan. Often an ancestor figure.

transeendenee The surpassing of all
limations of human knowledge and
experience

tribe of Judah Descendants of Judah, son
of Jewish patnarch Jacob

Trojan War Legendary siege of the city of
Troy by the Greeks.

tzars Emperors of pre-Revolutionary
Russia

Ulysses (Greek Odysseus) Hero of
Roman and Greek mythology who
fought the Trojans and was famous for
his courage and ingenuity

Venus (Greek Aphrodite) Roman goddess
of beauty and love

Venus. sphere of In medieval thoughi, the
carth was encased in mine mvistble
rotatng spheres of increasing size, each
holding a planet

Virgin Birth The brrth of Jesus to the
Virgin Mary alter her insenmunation by
Gad

Vishnu The Preserver With Shiva, one ol
the most important Hindu gods

yin and yang Chunese opposing yel
complementary principles, yur being
negauve. fennme, and dark, while yang
1s postuve, masculine, and bright

Yoruba People of southwestern Nigeria

Zoroastrianism Pre-1slanuc Perstan rehgion
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Numerals in bold denote

main ¢ntries

Abonginals, Australian
26, 39, 63, 67

acacia 45

acanthus 46

acorn 45

Adam 42, 44, 48, 59,
74, 84

Adonis 50, 120

Aesculapius 40, 59

agate 41

Ainu 54, 67

Al Borak 24

Aladdin 97, 120

albatross 67

alchemy 34, 39, 59,
108, 120

Ama Terasu 27

amber 38

ambrosia 49

amcthyst 40, 41, 86

ampulla 89

amritsa 49

amulet 38, 40, 41, 56,
72,120

Amun-Re 14

Ananta 20

ancestor spirits 26

anchor 18,97

anemone 50

amma 10

animus 10

105

57

Anubis 14, 62

anvil 90

Aphrodie 15,51, 58,
64. 65, 121
see also Venus

Apollo 14 15, 31, 34
35, 38, 39, 49, 50,
2.54,61,91, 120

48

n 109
21

ankh

ant

apple

arch 25,95

| archetype 10, 11
i Anadne 97,120

Aries, signof 112

Ark
Noah's 37, 106
of the Covenant

arms 75
gestures 75,119
heraldic 114

arron 91

Art Deco 35

Artemis 14 44, 120
see also Diana

asana 22

ashlar 109

Astarte 71

Athena 14 31 49,
67,91, 121
see alse Minerva

ax 90

axis, world 44, 75, 76,

91,95
Aztcc 28,

66. 74,103, 120

B

Babel, Tower of 94

Bacchus 15, 40, 48,
4, 61, 86, 120
see also Dionysus

94

ballet 77

balcony

bamboo 46

basilhisk 30

basket 96

Bastet 60

bat 63,115

bay tree 43

beads, African 86

bear 63, 114
claws 86

beaver 63

bee 56, 82
Barberint 56

beech 44

Bellast, Ciy of 29

hell 80. 83

Bellerophan 31

heret 85

35, 40, 52,
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betel nut 47

Bhutan, llag of 115

Bible 16,19 37, 49,
54, 57, 60, 64, 73,
74, 81,90, 102
New Testament
19, 64

birth 71

egg 49
lerulity goddesses
74
Heket 58
lotus 52

' mother-ol-pearl 38
plants 46
snail 57

| birthstones 41

bishop fish 29

black 45, 60, 65, 87.
92,1006, 117

blackbird 67

bloodstone 41

blue 40,84 107,115

boar 61, 113, [14

Bodhi tree 22,45

Bodhisattva 23, 55,
120

bhonsar 43

hook 97
prayer- 16

bow 91

bow (greeting) 118

hower 43

bhowl, divination 110

hox 96
Pandoras 96
prayer [0
bracelet, charm 87
Brahma 20. 22,52,
25,65, 102,120
brain 73
bread 19,49
breasts 74
bridge 935
bronco. bucking 61
106
buckle 84, 87

brown

Puddhism 22-23 27,
38.39. 43,45, 52.
5. 62,63, 65,73,
80.90. 93,95 96,
)7 103, 104 106

buttalo 21, 61

122

bugle 81
bull 61

see also Taurus 11
butterfly 41, 56, 57

cadency marks 114
caduceus 40, 108
cake, weddmg 83
calligraphy 25,97
camel 63

Canada, flag of 115
| Cancer, sign of 55,
112

[ candle 97

Capricorn, sign of 29,

112

| cards 74, 88
carnation 50, 51
carp 54
carpet, magie 79
cartouche 100
castle 95

heraldic 114
cat 9,60
Catholictsm 51
Celtie cross 18
15, 44, 54, 55,
‘ 63,67, 81, 105
' Cernunnos 15, 120
centaur 28

cenupede 57,115

Cchs

Cerberus 60

Chadar 85

chakra 20, 103

chameleon 58

clhiel's hat 85

Cherokee senpt 101,
120

cherry 44 48

chess 88

Chiron 28

chocolate 83

choker 87

chorten 23

Chnist

97

b

18, 28, 31, 37,
44, 46, 47, 48, 49,
50, 51,53, 54, 56,
64, 06, 67, 80, 91,

see also Jesus
Chrisnanity 18-19, 39
2 acanthus 46

anemone 50
blackbird 67
bread 49
candle 97
coral 41
dice 79
dove 18,65
dragon 30
cagle 66
egg 49

lish 54
flute 81
gazclle 63
goldhish 66

grapes 48
gray 107
107
green man 70

green

hair 73
hammer 90
harp 81
heart 74
hedgehog 61
hen 64
hyacinth 50
[asmine 53
Jerusalem 16

lighthouse 95
maypole 76
narcissus 53
opal 41

palm 44

pansy 50
passion lower 50
pig 61

plum 48

| purse 96

rooster 64
rose 951
sage 47

salt 49
shamrock 46

shell 55
’ starlish 55
violet 50
white 106
C hristmas
mistletoe 47
(iGem-t

wren 67
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chrysanthemum 52,
115
Church 18
circle 104
stone 104
citrus fruit 17, 48
cloud 37
clover, tour-leaved 46,
79
club 20
Clytic 52
coconut, double 74
coin jewelry 78, 86,
96
collective unconscious
10
Commandments, Ten
17
Communion 19
compass 25,97, 102,
104, 109
Feng Shui 78
conch 20, 22,55
condor 65
confetti 83
Conlucius 27
copper 39
coral 38, 41
corn 49, 109
cornclian 41
cornucopla 71
coronation 89
corset 85
cotton 84, 16
cow, sacred 21
cowrie 35
crab 55
see also Cancer
crane 04, 67,115
crescent 18, 24, 107
crocodile 58
crocus 33
cross 18, 118
see also crucilix
cross, red 116
crow 05
crown 7,18, 22, 35,
49, 74, 88,89, 114
cructfix 18, 38, 41, 74
crystal 39, 79
ball 110
cuckoo 64
cunetlorm scrpt 101




cup 96
Cupid 14,56.82.83
24, 120
see also Eros
Cybele 44
cyclamen 50
cymbals 80

cypress 45

dagger 91
Datkoku 27
daisy 50,53
date 48
David. King 81, 120
Dead, Day of the 92
deadly mightshade 46
death 92-93
ancmone 50
ax 90
basilisk 30
bat 63
beech 44
black 106
candle 97
row 65
cypress 45
dance of 92
dodo 67
harpy 31
vy 46
hizard 58
mourniny 37, 92
mulberny 45
owl 67
Pandora’s Box 96
parsley 47
piate flag 72,115
plants 46
poppy S0
raven 04
rose 51
galmon 54
scorpion 57
4,90
skeleton 74
104
50
54
106
44

scythe

Star
violet
whale
white
willow
yew 44

Demeter 46, 36, W0

Demmark, emblem of
44

dervish 76

desert 37

Devanagan scnipt 102

dharma 22

diamond 40, 41. 87

Diana 34, 56,91, 120
see also Artemis

dice 79,103,111

Dionvsus 44. 46, 75,
90, 120
see also Bacchus

direcion sign 117

divinanion, fowl 26,
110

Diwah 21

djed-pillar 75

dodo 67

dog 46, 76,60, 113,
114

doll, love 78

dolphin 54,97

dome 25, 37,95 107

Donar 45, 120

“doors” (yantra) 104

doorway 94

dove 18, 37,49 65,
SRS

Dracula 63,73

dragon 30. 108, 113,
115

dragonfly 56

dreadlocks 73

Dreaming. the 26,
120

drums 76, 80, 105

duck 65

Durga 20. 80. 120
see also Kalr

cagle 45,64, 66,114

cars 73

Laster bunny 60

Echo 53

echipse 34

Eden, Garden of 30,
o W

ecel 54

ey 17.49

E&ypL ancient 14, 28
31,40, 44, 45,46
S8 50357, 509%00
62, 64,65, 66, 67
TR, 88, 9006
103, 105

100.

102, 108

63

Elvis 70
emerald 40, 41

clements, four 72,

INDEX
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elephant 20,22, 26,

ehixir 42,49, 108, 120

emperor 89, 107, 115

ermine 88
Eros 14,120
see also Cupid

59, 74, 8%, 12

eyary2

Eve 30, 42, 44, 48,

0

evil 41,72, 79

| gestures 119
| ol 72
lunar 72
magic 79
of the soul 94

stonehenge 104

wadjet 72, 81
of wisdom 72

farry. tooth 79

falcon 64

fan 96

| Fates 65.90, 120

feet 75

Feng Shu1 78

fennel 47

ferulny 70-71
acorn 4>

apple 48
Apsara 21
basket 96
breasts 74

coco-de-mer
corn 49
cowrie 59
cuckoo 64
date 48
emerald 40
lig 48

fish 54 87
fist 87
Flora 15
frog 58 87
poat o]
pourd #7
grape 8o

all-seemg 72, 109

Cermnunnos 15,120
Chrnese dragon 30
74

2

fish

3

hare 60

head 73

He-he 52

higa 86
hippopotamus 63
honey 49
Ky-lm 28

lion 62

lotus 52
Makara 29
mandrake 46
mermaid 29
mother-of-pearl 38
oak 45

orange 48
Osins 14
oyster 35

palm 4+

parrot 65
peony 50
phallus 74
pmeapple 48, 70
pinecone 4+
plants 46
pomegranate 48.
86

ram 61

raven 92

83. 106
reptiles 58

rice 49,83
sacnfice 74

59

red sarn

serpent
sow 61
sparrow 64

spear 91

swallow 64

swing 96
sycamore 44
three-legged symbol
)

toad 58

tongue 72

tortoise 58

wheat 46

feush 40
fez 85

fhifty=pence prece, 1973

75

hy 48

leat 84

finger 18, 24

nals 75
I, dd
SO R7

54 55

112

sed also mhivadua

Pisces

MPecies

hst 41, 86, 87
flag 93, 100, 107,
115 116
ﬂ(‘l(l’-J(‘-llS 50, 105
Flora 15
flute 81
fly 56,57
whisk 89
fog 37
fool 89.111
foot see feet
foot binding 84
footprint
Buddha's 22, 75
Vishnu's 75
forget-me-not 50, 87
fountain 42
fox 27,60, 87
Freemasonry 35, 44,
109
EiEv 15
Freya 38,53
frog 38, 87
Fun, Mt.
fungus 4
fur 84
Furies 65,120

27
7

Gabriel 24,25 33,
106, 120

Ganesha 20, 63

Ganga 21,29

Ganges 21,29 76

[ garden, walled 42

garlic 47

garnet 41

carucda 20,29 31, 66,
120

gazelle 63

Gemune, sign ot 112

LESIUTCS
dance ' 77

hand 22, LIS

47

47

ﬂl.A‘\(» 85.92

voat 6ol

Inge!

gInseny

SCT e Lapricorn

30

pold i3, Q3,96

pold fever 39
poldfimch 66
gong 80

LOOSE 65

gourd 47

| grapes 48, 0l

gravestone 93

gray 107

Grecks, ancient 14,
39,42, 45, 46, 47,
49.50. 52, 53, 54,
55,56, 57, 60, 63,
64.65. 67, 77,97,
107

green 85,93, 107,
117

green man 71
greeting 118
grithn 31, 40, 120
grotto 42

guntar, electric 80
gun 91

Hades 44
hair 87,73
Hamlet 50
hammer 90
hand 75, 87,110
of the future 75
of God 75
-prints 75
see also hst,
gestures
Hand of Fauma 24
118
16, 49

handshake

Hanukkah
[l24e!

Hanuman 20, 63

hare 60, 67

harp 81

harpy 31

hat 85

Hathor 45, |20

hawk 66, 07

hexd 75,1119

shaven 73

headgear 85

hearse 92
heart 7%, 83_87_107
Hebrew numerals 102
Fretate 20

hedgehog 6l
Heh 55

11¢ - he
e uk
Heket
hen 64

hennaed hands 83

. P4
41
58
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Hera
see Juno
heraldry 29,62, 114
herbs 47
Hercules 28
Hermes 15.108. 121
heron 67
hieroglyphs 100
Hindwism 14, 20-21,
29,49, 53, 54, 57,
58.61, 63, 65. 74,
76, 81. 83,90, 97,
102, 104, 106
see also individual
gods
hippocamp 29
hippogryph 31
hippopotamus 63
Hittites 81, 101. 120
holly 44
honey 49
honeyvsuckle 53
hoopoe 67
Hopi 65
horn 16,21, 118
horse 61,113
horseshoe 79, 83, 87
Horus 14,64, 67.72.
100
hourglass 74, 97
Huitzilopochth 66
hummingbird 66
humors, four 74, 102
hyacinth 50
hydra 28

hyssop 47

|

| Ching 107

ibis 66

1deograms 100

Inan 27

Incas 65

Incense burner 21
mformauon signs 117
ntestines 74

Inuits 54

Ireland. emblem of

16, 81

dog 60

grapes 48
heart 74
Jerusalem 16
manna 49

pig 61

silver 86

trees, sacred 45
see also Mushm

i Isle of Man, emblem of |

75
Israel. flag of 115
wory 38
ny 16

jackal 62

Jacob's ladder 109

jade 41

Japan, emblem of 56
llag of 35
flowerof 115

jasmine >33

jJay 66

jeans, blue 84

Jerusalem 16

jester 89

Jesus 41,44, 50, 74
see also Christ

jet 38.58.87. 106

Jonah 54

Judaism

45

kll‘fl 60

acacla

du\k 65

grapes 48

harp 81

lemon 48

hly 53

menorah 103

oak 45

ohve o1l 49

palm 44

pig 61

ram 61

shofar 61
Judas Iseanot 96
Juno 15:45,53
Jupiter 15, 44. 45

see also Zeus

IES

Jupiter [planet)

SIGNS & SYMBOLS

K

Kabah 24

Kal 72, 106
| see also Durga
Kama 56, 65
Kann 27
kangaroo 63
Karttikeya 65
Kenya, flag of 115
key 96, 103
Khepn 35
king 10,73, 74, 88
kinghsher 65

Kinnara 31

Kippah 16

kissing 119

kiwi 65

knife 78

knight 89, 114
kmghung 91

knocker 94

knot 43, 105
knot garden 43

Knowledge, Tree of
44

Koran 24, 25, %2, 49,
81,85, 121

Krishna 20. 81, 82,
107, 121

Kuan Yin 55

Ky-lin 28

L

labynnth 28, 74, 97,
104, 105
lace 84
ladder 90.95. 109
ladybug 56
Lakshnn 21
Lamb, Sacred 18
lamp
mosque 25
ol 97
Laneastrians 51
landseape 1n Taoism
27
lapis lazuh 40. 107
laurel 44
lead 39
leather 84, 116
leda 65
leek 49
leg 75
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ornaments 86
votive 79
| lemon 17,48
Leo, sign of 112
leopard 62, 116
level, mason's 109
Liberty, Statue of 35
| Libra, sign of 112
Life, Tree of 42, 44,
45565
hightbulb 97
lighthouse 95
[ hly 53,70,93, 105,
106
-livered 74
of the valley 53
lime 45
linden 45
lmga 70
lion 28,62, 114, 115
see also Leo
lips 82
lipsuck 97
| liver RS
Laverpool, arms of
114
hzard 58

lobster 55

Loch Ness Monster 28
locker 83

locust 57

lodestone 39

lots 20, 21,22, 23,
. 52, 96, 104
| Louis NIV 39
love 42,65, 82
l Aphrodite 15
betel nut 47

‘ longevity symbol 104

divine 53
Fros 15
honeysuckle 53
hoopoe 67
jasmine 53
knot 43
Knishna 82
rose 51
starfish 55

lute 81

lyre 81
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M

mace 22

Madonna 38, 51, 93
magnolia 53
magpie 6+

Makara 29
malachite 41
Malawi, llag of 115

| mandala 51, 72, 104,

121
mandorla 105
mandrake 46,47
manna 49
mantle 17, 88
mantra 21, 23
maple 115
mangold 52
76
marriage 83

marnonete

betel nut 47

butterfly 56

dove 65

duck 65

lle-he 52

Juno 15

kingfisher 65

knot 43

magpie 65

peony 50

poppy 50

rose 51

shou and peach

104

swallow 64
Mars 15, 67,91, 121
Mars (planet) 113
Mary, Virgin

see Virgin Mary
mask 26, 35, 40, 54,

59,62, 77
matzah 17
maypole 76
maze 43, 105

see also labynnth
Medusa 31,59, 121
Melanesia 54
menorah 16, 49, 103
Mercury 15, 108,

121,121

see also 1lermes
Mercury (planet) 113
Meretseger 59
mermaid 29
mezuzah 16
milk 49
Milky Way 14

mime 77
minaret 25
Minerva 15,121
see also Athena
miniature 87
Minotaur 28
mirror 78, 97
mistletoe 47
mitered bishop 29
Mohammed 24, 25,
(335, NLAII
mon 115
money 78, 79
monk
Thai 23
Zen 23
monkey 63,113
Monroe, Manlyn 70
moon 34-35
(astrology) 112,
113
bow 91
cat 60
crab 55
crescent 107
dragons 30
frog. toad 58
goose 65
hare 60, 67
honey 49
horse 71
ibis 66
lioness 62
man 1n the 34, 83
milk 49
moonstone 41
onion 49
ox-horn 61
oyster 55
pearl 38,55
queen 88
rosek Sl
salmon 54
shells 55
silver 39, 108
snaill 57
sprral 105
Thoth 14
unicorn 28, 60
moonstone 41
mortarboard 85
moth 57
mother goddess 8, 14,
18, 21,46, 49, 57,
61,62, 88
mother-of-pearl 38
mouse 60
mouth 73, 119
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Muchalinda 22
mudra 22
Mu-lan 53
mulberry 45
MUsic
Apollo 14
Kinnara 31
notation 116
Mushm 24, 25, 45,91
see also Islam and
Koran
mu-vu 80
myrtle 17,45

N

naga 29
Naga Rassa 59
Names, 99
Divine 25
Napoleon 66
Narcissus 53
Natvuy 19
navel 74
nectar 49
Nefertem 52,121
Neptune 29, 61, 74,
102, 114,121
see also Poscidon
Neptune (planet) 113
net 90
nettle 50
New Guinea 54. 66
New Zealand 65
newt 58
Nidhogy 30, 45
nightingale 67
Nile 14,63, 67
Nirvana 22,121
Nishan Sahib 91
Norse mythology 15,

28,53, 60, 64
nose 73
-rubbing 118
Nut 14, 4
vak 45

octopus 54
Qdm 15, 28, 64
121

ohves 49

103,

olive brauch 49

65.116
ohve ol 49
Olympic games 49

! Om 21

omphalos 74

onion 49

opal 41

Opheha 50

orange (fruit) 48

orange (cotor) 107

orb 88, 89

orchid 50

organ 81

ornaments, garden 43

Orpheus 81,121

Osins 14, 46, 75, 90,
105, 121

Ostara 53

ostnch 67

oulja board 110

owl 67

ox 61,113

oyster 55

| S

padlock, Chinese 87
pagoda 23
Pakistan, flag of 107
palace 89
palm 17, 44
palnustry 110
Pan 46, 81
Pan pipes 46, 81
Pandora 11, 96
pansy 50
parabatk 22
Paradise 36, 42, 44
bird of 66
see also Eden
parrot 65
parsley 47
passion flower 50
Passover 17
Path. Lightfold 22,
103
pcach 48, 105
peacock 65
pearl 38, 41
Pegasus 31

)5, 87

pehcan 64
pen 97
pendulum 110
pentagram 102
peony 50, 57
pendot 41
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| Phacton 38, 121

phallus 73, 74
pharaoh {4, 75, 88
phoenix 28,31, 108,

121
pictograms 100
pig 61
pilgrims 39
pillar 75, 109
Pitlars, Five 24
pine 44, 105

cone 71,75
pineapple 48, 70
pink 86, 107
pipes 81
Pisces, sign of 112
plow 90
plum 45, 48
plumb rule 109
Pluto 45,121
Pluto (planet) 113
Polynesia 54, 64
pomander 41
pomegranate 48, 67
poppy 50,93
Poseidon 14,29, 121

see also Neptune
potion, love 78
prayer

beads 18, 25

book 16

box 16

Jewish 16

rug 24, 45

wheel 23

| primirose 53]

prince 10,73, 89
princess 10, 89
protective figure 79
protective garment 79
pwya 21

puppet 76

. Puranas 21

purple 50, 107
purse 96
pyramid 94, 97, 10Y

qiblah 25

qin 80

Quou 31

quail 67

Quality control marks
116
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queen 10,34, 74, 838

Queetzalcoatl 31, 40,
66, 121

quintessence

R

rabbit 113
raimbow 37,50, 106
rainforest 36
ram 16, 61
see also Ares 112
Rama 21, 107, 121
rat 113
raven 64,92
Re, sun-god 44,52,
64, 67, 88, 121
recychng sign 117
red 41, 45, 48, 50,
51, 56, 66, 67, 82,
83, 85,93, 97,
106, 115,117
reeds 46

108

rehiglons, ancient
14-15
Celtic 15, 44, 54
Egyptian 14
Greek 14,47, 49,
O
Norse 15,53

15, 49, 54

see also mdividual

Roman

gods

resurrecion 14, 18

nbbon, red 93

74

rnce 49 83

rng 83, 87

river 36

robm 67

rock 39

Rock, Dome of the 25

rocket 70

roman numerals 102

Romans 15,42, 43,
49, 54, 57, 58, 59,
0l 63,65 067,71,
75,79, 81

ribs

root 95

rooster 64,75 113
golden 45

rope 61,90

18, 51

Sy i

FOSan
rose I8
32

Order of Golden 1

-

3)

Tudor 51
window 51
| roscimary 47
100
rose-water sprinkler
21
ruby 40, 41
runes 111

Rosetta Stone

sabbath 16

sacrifice, human 74,
76,88

sadhu 20

saffron 106

sage 47

Sagiuarius, sign of
112

satlor’s top 84

St. Andrew 90

St. Augustine 81

St. Catherine 19

St. Cathenine of Siena
53

St. Ceciha 81

St. Christopher 19

St. David 49

St Francis of Assis
19,53

St. George 30,91

St. Hildegard 40

St Jerome 62

St. John the Baptist
18,19

19
St Mark 19
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St. Mary Maggdalene

| o

St. Matthew 96

| St. Michael 91

St Patrick 46

St Paul 19

St Peter 18, 19, 39,
90, VO

St Thomas Aquinas
)3

St Valenune 50
('.II\I 82

satamander 28

sahmon 54

49

Salus 49

salt

samsarg 22

Russia, emblem of 63

St. John the Evangehist

S T

I Samson and Delilah

73
Samurar 54,91, 121
sapphire 40, 41
Sarasvau 80
Saturn 110, 113
Saturnahia 44
satyrs 61
scales 90
see also Libra
scallop 15, 55
scarab 35, 56
scent shaker 21
scepter 88, 89
Scorpio, sign of 112
scorpion 57
see also Scorpilo
Scotland, emblem of
47
scythe 74,90, 92
sca 34
albatross 67
Aphrodite 15
Makara 29
mermards/sirens
29
Monarch of 27
Poseidon 14, 54
seca horse 29, 54

{ sca urchin 55

seal 89

seder 17

Selket 57

serpent 15, 20, 44,
45,59, 63, 64, 66,
78, 86, 105, 108

double-headed 28,

101
hydra 28
sea urchin 55
shamrock 46
sheat 71
sheep 113
shells 15, 29,55
sheng 81
shenu™ 65
shield 91, 114
Shuntoism 27, 65
ship 18,03
shittah™ {acacia) 45
shiva 20, 2L 5G: Qly

70, 70, 80,90, 102,

121
shoes 84
stletto 70
16. 01
104

shrnne

sholar

shou
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Buddhist 23
household 21
Islamic 24
Shinto 27
see also chorten
Sicily, emblem of 75
sickle 90
Siddhartha 22, 23
sign, definition of 6
Sikhs, emblem of 91
silk 84
silver 39,86,97, 116
simurgh 31
sins, seven deadly
103
Sioux 66, 121
siren 29
Sisyphus 39
skeleton 74
skull 72
-and-crossbones
72,115,117
sky 37
-scraper 94
Sleipnir 28
smallpox cure 79
snail 57
snake 22,59, 113
stick 58
snakes and ladders 59
snowflake 37
Solomon
Seal of 108
Temple of 25, 109
Solomon lIslands 54
South Korea, flag of
115
Soviet Union, symbol
of former 90, 121
sparrow 64
spear 91, 115
Sphinx 31
spider 57, 79
spine 75
spiral 105
Spirit, Holy 18
spleen 74
spoon 97
104
square and compass
109

square

sri Lanka, flag of 115
> 62
95 YO
24
78
O 1M

six-pointed 104,
108. 115
starfish 35
stela 100
sticks, divination 110
Stone, Philosopher's
108
stork 65,67, 71
stupa 23
sukkot 17
Sumerians 81, 101
sun 34-35
Ama Terasu 27
amber 38
.-\pollo 1+
(astrology) 112,
113
Bastet 60
bird 64
black 35
calendar 35
candle 97
cat 60
corn 49
eagle 66
falcon 64
garuda 29, 31
gold 108
goose 65
Grand Master 109
hawk 67
heron 67
horse 61
ibis 66
Japan 115
king 88
leopard 62
lon 60, 62
lotus 52
Malawr 15
orange 48
peacock 65
pomegranate 48
quail 67
raven 64
Re 14
ring (on cross) 18
rooster 64
spider 57
spiral 105
63

sunflower 52

stag

swastika 21
three-legged
symbol 75

97
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Surva 61

[ sutra 23

Svipdag 38

swallow 64

swan 65

swastika 21,22, 75,
105

swing 96

swinton family, arms
pI=

sword 19,76, 78,91.
115

swordfish 54

sycamore 44

symbol, defimuon of
6

symbol. mathematical
116

symbol, phallic 70,
80, 89,90, 91, 94

symbol, sex 70

T

tablas 80

Tahii 54

Taj Mahal 93

talsman 40, 72, 86,
87.95

Tane 64

Taoism 27, 44, 47,
61,91,93. 96, 97,
115,121

larot 92, 111

tartan 84

Taueret 63

[aurus, sign of 112

tea leaves, reading
110

[C(“ll 73

tefillin 16

temple 25, 72, 95,
104. 109
Hindu 21

Texas 51

Thang-ka 52

Theseus 28,97, 121

thistle 47

Thor 15. 45,90, 121

thorns. ¢crown of 18
74

Thoth 14 66, 121

thread 97

throne 88

thunder 37. 90

tie 83

& 1

126

nger 62,113
| Tigns 28

tle, star-shaped 25
Tlaloc 28

toad 58, 79
tongue 72,119
top hat 85
' topaz 40, +1
Torah 17

torch 115
| torit 27

tortoise 58. 105
totem pole 26, 67

| tower 95

tracing board 109
treforl 102

triangle 104
tndent 14, 102
Tnnuy 18, 46, 102
tnskele 105

Imnion 29

Trojan War 15, 121
trowel 109

trumpet 81

tuhp 70

turban 85
turquoise 40. 41. 58

turtle see tortoise

Tyrannosaurus Rex
| 58

U

Uluru (Ayers Rock)
26

Ulysses 29, 121

umbrella 89

unconscious 10

unicorn 28

Uranus 113

umn 93

| Uroboros 108

Uruguay, flag of 35

US. flag of 115

A%

Valenune card 82
vampires 47, 73
Varuna 29

vase 22

Venus 14, 15, 39, 44,

| 35.48.55, 71,7+,

82, 121
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see also Aphrodite
Venus (planet) 113
Versailles 43
violet 50
Virgin Mary 18, 28,

38,42, 47, 48, 49,
50,51, 53, 55, 56,

106, 121
\irgo, sign of 112
Vishnu 20, 21, 31,

49, 52, 54, 55, 56,

75,102, 107,121
volcano 27, 36
vulture 67

vulva 74
|

“wadjet eye” 72, 100
Wales 30,

emblem of 49 81
wall 94
Wall, Western 16
war god 26
warning signs 117
washing labels 117
wasp 57

| watch 97

water 34, 58, 59, 63,

108, 115

see also sea

salt 17
waterfall 37
waving 118
weather 37
well 43, 87
whale 54
wheat 46
wheel 21, 103, 104,

112, 115

Catherine 19

of law 22

of life 22

prayer 23

spmning 90

white 45,51, 53, 65,

83, 86, 93, 106,
15145

wig 85

willow 17, 44, 50
pattern 82

| window 94

|

wine 19

witch 60, 78
doctor 79

wolf 3+

woodpecker 67

worm 57
wreath 44, 93
wren 67

X

Navier, St. Francis 53

Y

yang 37,47, 65, 66,
102,107, 111, 115,
121

vantra 104, 105

Yat-Balam 101

yellow 51,53, 107,
117

yew 44

Yggdrasil 30, 45, 103

yin 37,39, 55, 58, 60,
65,102, 111, 115,
121

yoni 70

York 51

/

Zare, flag of 115
Zen

garden 43
monk 23

zero 102

Zeus 14,15, 31, 44,
149, 65, 66, 80, 90

zither 80

zodiac 103, 112
Chinese 30, 60,
113
tindu 29, 104
Nepalese 113

Zoroastrianism 57,
60, 67, 121
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